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Ir  will  be  recollected,  my  fellow  citizens,  that 
while  I  have  claimed,  zzone  of  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  American  people,  the  right  of  acting  accord- 
ing to  my ^own  judgment,  on  all  queftions  whi^h 
concern  their  general  intereftr,  1  hftfeiMpi|f8 
deemed  it  my  duty  to  you,  from  whom  I  received 
the  appointment^  to  make  you  acquainted  not  only 
with  my  opinion  and  condu^  on  every  important 
neafnre,  bat  alfo  witli  th$  ireafons  by  which  I  lu^« 
)>een  guided* 

'  tliH^ty  I  am  now  about  to  fiilM  in  a^afe  of 
the ,  highefl;  importancfe.  Having  on  two  iproaeK 
occafions  declared  to  you  in  the  molt  unreferved 
manner^  my  opinion  refpe£ting  the  differences 
which  have  unfortunately  arifen  between  this  coi^n- 
try  aoid  France,  I  am  now  about  to  explain  the  rea« 
fops  whereon  that  opinion  is  founded.  .      ' 

After  ftating  feme  coniiderations  which  have- 
induced  me  to  believe  that  the  charges  alledged 
agalnit  us  by  France,  are  wholly  unfounded,  I 
ihall  endeavour  to  place  her  cohduCt  and  views 
refpeCtrng  this  country  in  their  true  light,  and  tQ. 
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develope  the  gemeral  lyftem  .of  policy  towards 
other  fiationt,  which  ihe  appears  to  be  purfuing* 
This  part  of  the  fubjed  J  apprehend  will  be  found 
deferving  of  particular  attention ;  for  V/ithout  tak- 
ing into  view  her  general  plan  of  foreign  policy,  it 
Vfiil  be  extremely  difficult  to  difcevn  the  principles 
whereby  her  condu^  towards  ourfelves  is  dire^ed. 

And  permit  me,  fellow  citizens,  to  introduce 
my  remark^  on  this  fubje^,  by  a  declaration  to 
the  truth  whereof  moft  of  you  can  bear  witnefs. 
Permit  me  to  declare,  that  while  France  appeared 
to  be  engaged  in  a  ftruggle  for  liberty  and  national 
independence,  no  heart  \}ezt  higher  than  mine  "With 
aSPe^ion  for  hercaufe.  I  joined  with  enthufiafm  in 
the  general  exultation  of  my  country  for  her  vido- 
ries,  mourned  for  her  difaders,  ai^d  wiihed  to  draiw 
a '  eil  over  her  crimes,  her  follies,  and  her  excefles. 
'£.  .  '^r  crimes  appeared  pnly  as  miftakes  in  my 
eyes,  andber  mod  enormpps  atrocities  as  natural, 
!Qnd  perhaps  neceflary  confequences  of  the  violent 
external  and  internal  ftruggles  wherein  (he  was  en- 
gaged ;  I  called  them  the  crimes  of  the  revolution, 
not  of  France,  and  I  pardoned  them.  Where  I 
could  not  pardon,  I  excufed  them,  I  palliated-  ,  I 
confidered  her  as  fighting  in  the  caufe  of  freedom 
'Und  humanity,  and  an  end  fo  excellent  afforded 
much  confolation  for  the  means  which  (he  often 
.employed. 

This  end  we  have  now  feen  her  moft  fully  attain* . 


■/.• 


'  •  - 1;., 


r^ 


V 


•p* 


i  »■ 


%. 


'  t    S    1        .    V 

We  have  feen  her  repel  all  her  enemi^,  and  efta^ 
bliih  her  independence  upon  the  firmed  and  moft 
formidable  bafis.     We  have  feen  her,  inflead  of 
being^uOied  hetfelf,  threatening  to  cru(h  all  the  ^ 
fu^rounding  dates*;  annexing  fome  to  herfelf,  re- 
ducing others  to  an  abfolute  fubferviency  to  her , 
vilW^  and  making  deep  inroads  on  the  power  of  the,, 
red ;  we  have  feen  her,  after  various  revolutiolk|,a|.' 
hon)e»  adopt  at  length  the  government  for  whic^, 
ihe  contended,  the.  government  of  her  own  fr^f^ 
choice. 


Why  then  indead  of  confining  herfelf  to  faer  own 
tiefence,  has  die  become  the  aflailant  ?  Why  does 
die  refufe  that  peace  which  hei  enemies  have,  over 
and  over  propofed,  and  whereby  flie  would  be 
left  in  podedion  of  very  large' acquidtions  ?  Why 
after  renouncing  repeatedly,  and  in  the  moft  for- 
mal mauner,  all  Idea  of  conqued,  does  |he  dill 
prefs  on  to  new  conqueds,  and  proudly  lefufeeven 
to  treat  for  ptace,  unlefs  all  that  die  has  feized  hc^ 
fird  confirmed  to  her,  and  all  that  die  Ka^  lod  be 
iirft  redored  ?  •  * 


Why  does  die  jcomp^l  all  thofe  dates,  whofe 

*  It  is  on  this  grouad  that  Hie  has  twice  repulfed  the 
ad?ance8  of  England  and  Auftria ;  (he  has  exprefsk  refuted 
the  bafis  of  mutual  rejlituttont  and  declared  (hat  P  -  would 
not  hear  an/  propofal  reiling  on  it.  This  a^iuunts  to 
fa)ing,  All  that  T  have  taken  I  will  keep,  and  all  that  you 
have  taken  you  (hall  give  up,  and  then  I  will  hear  what  yoi^ 
have  to  fay. 
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Council!  (he  can  influence  or  cohtroul,  to  join  her 
in  the  war  ?  Why  does  flie  endeavour  to  excite 
the  Ruffians  and  the  Turks  againft  Auflria,  which 
ofTets  aind  even  folicits  peace  on  terms  highly  ad- 
vantageous to  her  ?  Why  does  (he  atttempt  to 
bribe  Pruffia  with  a  part  of  the  fpoils  of  Auflria, 
and  affifl.her  in  reducing  it  under  her  power?  Why 
does  (he  flrive  to  arm  every  neutral  flate  againft 
the  commerce  of  the  Englifh,  and  to  exclude  their 
ihips  from  every  port  ?  Why  does  fhe  declare 
that  fhe  will  never  lay  down  her  arms  until  fhe  ha^  ' 
broken  and  daflroyed  the  maritime  flrength  of 
England  B 

It  is  that  fhe  has  forihe^  a  plan  of  aggrandifeV 
ment  at  the  expeftce  of  all  her  neighbours ;  thatf 
after  the  example  of  the  Romans,  thofe  ferocioua( 
a'nd  fyflematiC  deflroyers  of  mankind',  fhe  hatf 
refoUed  to  make  all  Europe,^  and  finally  the 
.whole  vicrrd,  bend  beneath  her  yoke ;  a  refolution' 
in  fhe  accomplifhment  whereof  fhe  purfues  the 
Roman  poHcy,  of  dividing  to  deftroy  ;  of  bribing; 
one  nation  with  the  fpoils  of  another ;  of  inciting 
the  ftronger  to  inadtion,  reducing  the  weak  to  fub-. 
iniflTon,  and  by  the  refources  of  the  one,  and  the 
eonnivance  of  the  other  breaking  the  flrength  of 
^hofe  whofe  power  fhe  dreads,^  and  whofe  policy 
file  cannov  deceive. 

And  is   this  a  ^rojeft,  my  fellow  citizens,  in 
whieh  we  ought  to  ^Hh  her  fucccfs  ?    Is  it  defira- 
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ble  that  the  balance  of  power,  wheteby  the  grest 
nations  of  Europe  have  heretofore  been  matuftUjf 
checked,  and  in  fome  degree  confined  within  th^ 
limits  of  judiceand  moderation,  ihould  be  wholly 
deflroyed,  to  make  way  for  one  uncontrouled  and 
defp'otic  mader,  whofe  power  being  unchecked, 
mufb,  from  the  very  conftitution  of  human  nature^ 
be  condantiy  abufed  ?  Is  this  a  plan  which  defervet 
the  good  wi(hes  of  this  couiitry  ?  Shall  we  be  more 
fafe  when  Europe  (hall  have  been  reduced  under 
the  uncontrouled  influence  of  France,  than  while 
her  power  is  checked  and  balanced  by  that  of  other 
nations,  who  will  be  induced  by  the  defi:  '  of  pre- 
ferving  that  balance  to  ihield-MM^fromlier  aggref- 
fion»  P I  believe  that  every  principle  of  found  policy 
will  aRfwer  in  the  negative. 

Had  France,  however,  been  content  to  purfue 
her  projects  of  ambition  in  Europe,  and  leave  us 
in  peace,  though  we  might  have  wiflied,  for  the 
good  of  humanity,  to  fee  them  defeated,  yet  a  due 
regard  to  our  own  interefts,  and  even  to  ihofe  of 
the  civilized  work!,  would  have  forbidden  ui  to 
'join  in  the  attempt :  for  although  we  fhould  cer- 
tainly be  expofed  to  temporary  evils  by' thie  pre- 
ponderance of  her  power,  yet  our  (Irength  increafes 
with  a  rapidity,  which  muft  place  us  in  a  very 
IhoTt  time  beyond  the  reach  of  danger  or  dread, 
and  may  alfo  enable  us  to  preferve  th«f  liberties  of  T 
mankind,  by  forming  a  countefpoife  and  a  check 
to  the  ambition  of  France,  after  they  (Iiaii  be  loft 
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lit  Earope.  This  ftrength  would  be  greatly  dimt- 
Hiflied,  And  iti  incfeafe  long  retarded  by  a  prema*'. 
ture  exertion.  To  remain  in  peace,  therefore, 
amidft  the  prefent  conBifl  of  empires,  was  a  duty 
to  oorfelves,  to  pofterity,  and  to  the  human  racer 

This  wife  policy,  the  refult  of  deep  forefight, 
<and  of  anr  enlightened  regard  to  the  interedsofthis 
country  and  of  humanity,  was  early  adopted  by  our 
government.  But  France  did  not  thus  judge,  nor 
ib  determine.  She  early  faw  in  this  country  a 
powerful  inftrument  for  promoting  her  ambition, 
and  (he  early  formed  a  refolution  to  ufe  it.  Hence 
her  efforts  to  gain  the  controul  of  our  affairs:  hence 
her  unceafmg  endeavours  to  excite  jealoufies  agarntt 
the  government,  and  divifions  among  the  peo- 
ple, to  blow  up  our  aniitiofities  againd  England, 
and  foment  our  ancient  difcontents.  Hence  thofe 
unfounded  pretenfions,  which  we  faw  her  firii  mi- 
niAer  fet  up;  pretenfions  which,  if  admitted,  muft 
have  placed  the  affairs  of  this  country  entirely  un- 
der his  controul.  Hence  did  we  fee  him,  when^ 
the  government  refufed  to  yield  to  thefe  pretenfi- 
ons, treating  it  with  infult  and  outrage,  and  threat- 
ening to  appeal  from  its  decifions  to  the  people. 
We  faw  him  arm  and  co^nmiflion  privateers  in  our 
ports,  again  ft  the  expKfs  orders  of  the  government, 
and'fend  thoni  to  fea  in  contempt  of  its  authority. 
We  faw  him  attempr  to  levy  an  army  in  our  coun- 
try, for  the  purpufe  of  invading  nations  with  whom 
.  we  were  in  peacd.  We  faw  him  make  a  formal  Qova^ 
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}>laiQt  tgainfi  the  PreHdent  for  refufing  to  convene 
Congrefs  at  his  indance. 

All  this  he  did  in  the  avowed  purfuit  of  the  ob- 
jeQ  of  his  indruftions,  ^hich,  to  ufe  their  own 
words,  enjoined  him,  **  to  excite  to  the  utmoft  the 
«  zeal  of  the  Americans,  and  induce  them,  if  pof- 
**  fibie,  to  make  a  common  caufe  with  France."* 

When  he  was  recalled  on  our  complaining  of  hit 
conduct,  our  warm  and  partial  regard  for  France 
induced  us  to  hope,  and  even  to  believe,  that  the 
fyllem  was  relinqui(hed  with  the  change  of  the 
Minider. 

We  foon  however  found  our  miftake ;  we  found 
that  not  the  obje£t,  but  the  mode  of  purfuing  it  had 
been  changed;  and  thatindead  of  threats  and  bluf* 
tering,  whereby  it  was  perceived  that  the  plan  was 
counterafted  inftead  of  being  promoted,  an  artful 
infidious  courfe  was  adopted,  more  dangerous  be- 
caufe  more  deceptive. 

With  this  change  in  the  form,  the  principles  and 
fubflance  of  Genet's  fyflem  were  invariably  pur- 
fued  by  his  fucceflbrs  :  the  fame  attempts  to  drive 
us  from  our  neutrality,  under  the  pretence  of  pre- 
ferving  it,  were  renewed  and  inceflantly  repeated  : 

•  See  the  inftrud^tons  to  Mr.  Genet,  publlfhed  by  lilrafelf 
on  the  20th  of  December,  1793- 
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1118  mod  inadmiflable  pfetennons,  thofe  pretenlions 
fo  incompatible  with  our  fovereignty,  To  repug- 
nant to  our  fyftem  of  impartial  neutrality,  were 
renewed  and  tinceafingly  urged ;  and  the  ileadj^re- 
fufal  of  our  (government  to  yield  to  thein|>«lmj[itjf  * 
firm  refolution,  to  perfid  in  conducing  ourafiairs 
in  the  manner  which  it  conceived  mod  conducive 
to  our  intereds,  and  mod  confonant  with  judice 
towards  other  nations,  have  been  made  the  ground 
of  proceedings  on  the  part  of  France,  the  mod  , 
infulting  and  injurious.  Thel^rench  government 
has  at  length  made  that  appeal  to  the  people  of 
iimerica,  which  her  Miniders  fofmefly  threatened. 
It  has  explained  its  pretenTions,  dated  its  com- 
plaints, and[  detailed  its  injuries.  In  revenge  for 
tho/e  injuries,  as.it  informs  iis,  it  has  broken  the 
treaty,  between'  the  two  countries,  let  loofe  its  (hips 
of  war  and  privateers  to  pillage  jjiind  ^naltreat  buir 
citizen^^  and  has  mfultingly  driven  from  its  territo- 
ry a  minider  fent  exprefsly  to  explain  and  conci- 
liate. It  has  declared  that  it  will  hear  nothing  from 
us,  until  the  injuries  of  which  it  complains  are 
redrefled;  or,  in  other  words,  that  we  mud  fubmit 
to  the  terms  which  it  fhall  think  proper  to  prefcribe, 
before  it  will  deign  to  negociate,  or  even  to  con- 
verfe,  on  the  points  in  difpute.  It  has  informed 
us  that  it  is  "  terrible  to  its  enemies  ;'*  reminded 
us/as  it  has  very  frequently  done  before,  that  we 
ave  indebted  to  it  for  our  independence  ;  and  pro- 
mifed  "  that  when  we  bring   back  our  Govern- 

priiicipleSi  we  {ball  ae-ain  be  re- 
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garded  as  friends  and  allies. 
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,    It  has  faid  in  effcGt,  *'  you  Americans  whom 
we  redrsmed  from   flavery,   whtn  you  were  - 
about  to  link  again  under  the  yokeof  yourformer  1 1 
**  malleus,  and  who  for  that  reafon  ought  to  be- 
come in  all  thihgS  fubfervient  to  us,  have  infli- 
tuted  a  government,  Which,  iii  the  management 
of  yout  affairs,  has  prefumeH  to  judge  for  itfelf, 
*<  and  refiifed  to  be  guided  by  ou^  dit-e£lions« 
*^  As  a  friendly,  admonition  of  our  juft  difpleafure, ' 
•*  we  take  your  veffels,  confifcate  your  property, 
"  and  throw  yoiir  citizens  into  dungeons  and  pri- 
fon  (hips  J  for  we  i-2  *  terrible  to  our  eiiemies/ 
But  as  foon  as  you  (hall  reclainl  your  gpvern- 
ment  from  its  errors,  and  teach  it  to  conform  to 
our  will,  you  fhall  again  be  received,  into  favor. 
"  In  the  mean  time,  having  lignified  to  you  our 
*'  pleafure,  we  expe£t  filent  and  fubmifllve  com- 
'*  pliance.  We  will  hear  nothing  fromi  you,  or  from 
'*  this  government  which  has  given  us  offence, 
until  you  repent  and  aniend.     the^  rpd,  under 
which  you  how  fmart,  (hall  dill  be  extended 
over  you,  till  you  kifs  it  and  return  to  your 
duty.     Then  indeed  will  we  hold  out  the  fcep- 
tre  of  forgivenefs ;  for  though  '  terrible  to  our 
enemies,'  we  are  generous  to  our  friends."  This 
is  the  ptain  language  of  their  condufl^  the  true 
interpretation  of  their  words.. 
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And  is  America  fo  low,  fo  fallen,  that  flie  mud 
tamely  and  fubmiflively  kifs  this  rod  ?  Has  that 
fpirit  which  twenty  years  ago,  when  flis^  had  not 
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half  her  prefeot  population,  not  a  teilth  part  of  her 
prefent  wealth,  no  go'yerninent,  no  bond  of  onion 
among  her  different  parts,!  no  experience  of  her 
firength,  no  edablifhments  of  national  defence,  no 
name,  no  ei^idence  as  a  people ;  which  then  im- 
pelled her  to  refift  the  haughty  pretenHons  and 
tyrannical  encroachments  of  Britain,  in  the  zenith 
of  her  power  and,  elated  by  her  recent  triumph 
over  the  arms  of  France ,  is  that  fpirit  fo  totally, 
,cxtingui{hed,  that  (he  muft  crouch  at  the  feet  of 
this  haughty,  this  ambitious  republic,  and  by 
abject  fubmiflion,  purchafe  a  precarious,  a  difho- 
nourable  quiet?  Americans  of  ^6^  ye  who  fought 
at  Bunker's  Hill,  at  Bennington,  at  Quebec,  at 
Saratoga,  at  Monmouth,  at  Guilford,  King's 
Mountain,  Eutaw  and  the  Cowpens ;  companions 
of  Warren,  of  Montgomery,  of  Gates,  of  Mercer, 
of  Morgan,  of  Wayne,  of  Green  and  of  Waftiing- 
ton,  where  have  ye  retired  ?  Has  your  courage 
Tuded  with  your  fwords  ;  or  is  the  foil  which 
gave  you  bifth,  no. longer  capable  of  nourilhing 
Patriots  and  Heroes  ?  Shall  your  country,  that 
country  v;hich  notwithftanding  theinfulting  taunts 
of  this  proud  republic,  your  arms  refcued  from 
the  opprefiion  of  a  tyrannical  parent,  fliall  it  reap 
no  oth^r  fruit  from  your  toils  and  your  blood, 
than  to  be  reduced  under  the  obedience  of  an 
Bnjufl:  and  ambitious  neighbour,  who  in  return  for 
benefits  always  gratefully  acknowledged,  tho'con-- 
ferred  becaufe  they  were  ufeful  to  herfelf,  and 
with  which  for  four  years  paft  (he  has  never  ceafed 
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to  ubraid  us,  claims  a  ftirrender  of  our  intereftg 
and  our  rights,  and  the  dire^ion  of  our  affairs? 
I  hear  you  with  one  voice  anfwer,  NO.  "  The 
**  fons  of  America,"  I  hear  you  cry,  "  fliould  her 
*•  wife  and  moderate  endeavours  to  preferve  her 
**  rights  by  peaceable  m eans' ft ilt prove  unfuccefs- 
^'  ful,  will  again  at  her  call  beat  their  plowfhare^ 
into  fwords,  and  the  proud  and  infolcnt  ag- 
greftbr  ft>all  foon  be  convinced,  that  a  brave 
*f  and  juft  people^  though  long  patient  under  inju- 
*'  ries  from  rhcfe  whom  once  it  loved,  will  roufe 
"  at  lafl,  and  defirou*  of  peace  will  remember 
"  that  it  jnuft  fpmctimes  bip  preferyed  by  war/t 

The  American  people,  then  my  fellow  citizens, 
and  you  as  part  of  them,  are  called  upon  to  decide 
'between^  their  own  government,  and  that  of  ano- 
ther nation ;  to  decidjc  whether  their  aflFairs  (hall 
be  conduced  by  thofe  whom  they  have  fele^ted 
for  that  purpofe  from  among  thfsmfelves,  or  by 
the  agents  of  a  foreign  power :  Whether  that  pow- 
er undei  pretence  of  a  treaty,  which  it  aOferts  an 
^xcliifive  right  to  expound,  and  claims  the  pri- 
vilege of  violating,  as  often  as  iu  operation  (hall 
^e  found  difadvslntageous,*  and  of  the  law  of  na;- 
tions,  which  it  has  publicly  profcifed  to  difregard,f 

^ 

*  See  Mr.  Adet's  note  of  OAobcr  27,  1 796 ;  where  thif 
fight  18  exprefsly  aflerted.  ■   '•*<'. 

f  See  the  letter  of  M.  Tliiy,  French  Charge  des  aitairs  at 
Genoa,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  that  republic,  d4ted 
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ihall  fnatch  tl^e  reins  of  our  government  from  the 
hands  in  which  we  have  placed  them  ?  whether,  in 
fine,  they  will  give  their  confidence  to  men  of  their 
own  choice,  'having  the  hiy\e  interefts  with  themr 
i^lves,  or  to  Ar^ngers  and  foreigners,  charged  with 
the  interefts  of  another  country,  and  always  feeking 
to  promote  them  at  our  expence  I  Can  the  decifioa 
be  difficult?         V 

.  .'■:      ■       :  ' 
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And  what  are  thefe  pretentions,  which  France 
enforces  by  the  plunder  of  our  merchants,  and  th^ 
imprifonment  of  our  citizens  ?  What  ace  tbofe  in- 
juries which  (he  avenges  by  infulting  our  govern- 
ment and  our  country,  and  whpreof,  with  a  more 

July,  24^  »794'  Debrct^s  State  Papers  j  vol.2,  ?•  347 — la 
a  controverfy  between  tbem,    the  Geooefe  Secretary  relied 
on  the  lawr  of  nations  :  M.  Tilly  replied^  "that  he  did  nol 
*'  acknowledge  as  public  rights,  (Droin  publiv  which  ought 
*'  to  have  been  translated  ^vM(  la<tvt)  papers  drawn  up  under 
**  the  authority  of  kings/'     It  was  to  afcertain  and  eftabliHi , 
the  true  public  law,  he  faid,  that  the  French  had  taken  up 
arms,  "  until  this  work  of  theirs,  he  adds,  (hall  be  compleat^d, 
**  their  minifters  rcfideiit  tn  fbrei^  dates,  are  bound  provifi-. 
V  onalty  to  make  the  French  name  refpefted,  by  condufling 
**  theipfelves  conformably  to  reafon  and  juflice,  which  are  the 
<*  only  bafis  of  true  public  rights  :*'  of  this  reafon  and  juffifC 
the  French  themfelvcs  were  to  be  the  judges,  and  under  this 
pretence,  thty  were  to  controul  and  fet  aftde  the  e(l«bli(hed 
law  of  nations. 

This  was  pretty  much  of  a  piece  with  the  declaratien  of- 
Mr.  Genet,  who  thanked  God  (hat  he  had  long  fince  forgot- 
ten, what  was  contained  ID  ihe  worm  tafen  volumt  of  Vntttl^ 
Croliut,  aud  Puffetidorf, 
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than  iQagifterial  haugbtin^fs,  (he  declares,  that  the 
r^drefs  ih^U  precedie  ail  expUnation  ?  i; 

She  complains  of  oyr  treaty  with  Great  Britain^ 
of  the  conftrudlion  which  we  have  put  on  fomear- 
tides  of  her  own  treaties  with  us,  of  our  refufal 
to  form  a  new  an4  more  comprehenfive  treaty  with 
her ;  of  a  backwardnefs,  which  (he  fays,  has  appear- 
ed on  our  parti  to  accept  her  aflTiftance  in  our 
negotiation  with  Algiers,  and  of  violations  of  our 
neutrality,  which,  (he  alledges  we  have  authorifed, 
or  winked  at  in  favour  of  England.  Of  the  Britilh 
treaty  (he  complains*  "*that  it  is  aviolatiofi  pf  the  ' 
•*  treaty  concluded  with  France  1778,  and  equiva- 
*f  lent  t(4  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  Great  Britain." 
She  declares  that  in  this  treaty  "  the  United  States 
have  know'ngly  and  Evidently  facri(?ced  their  con- 
nections with  the  republic,  and  the  mod  elTential 
t*  and  leaft  contefted  prerogatives  of  neutrality." 
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But  in  this  treaty  the  rights  of  France  are  ex- 
prefsly  fecured  ;  for  in  the  t\|renty-fifth  article,  it  is 
provided,  that,  *'  nothing  in  the  treaty  cqntailied 
•'  (hall  be  conftrued,'  or  operate,  contrary  to  for- 
**  mer  and  exifting  public  treaties,  with  other  fove- 
"  reigns  or  ftates  ?"  How  then  can  this  treaty  in- 
fringe the  rights  of  France,  or  violate  the  treaty^ 
fubfifting  between  her  and  this  country.    ;;. 

•    But  (he  replies.  It  makes  conce(Iion&  to  Great 
Britain,  of  important  rights }  admitting  this  to  b(| 
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true,  France  could  not  complain ;  for  thofe  rightf 
would  immediately  become  common  to  her :  It 
being  exprefsly  ftipulated  in  the  fecond  article  of 
her  treaty  with  U5,  "  that  neither  of  the  parties  fliall 
*'  ^ant  any  particular  favour  to  other  nations,  in 
*^  refpe<£l  of  commerce  or  navigation,  which  fiiall 
not  immediately  become  common  to  the  other 
party,  who  (h^ill  enjoy  the  fame  favour  freely,  if 
the  coinceflion  is  freely  made,  or  on  allowing  the 
**  fanie  compenfation,  if  the  conceHion  was  condi- 
*•  tionaiy  each  party,  therefore,  may  make  con- 
ceflions  to  other  nations.  There  is  nothing  in  thf 
treaty  which  forbids  it ;  and  if  it  fhould  be  done, 
the  other  party  caAnot  complain :  It,  however*  > 
becomes  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  cpnceffion; 
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But^hat  right  have  we  conceded  to.  the  Britifi^ 
by  the  late  treaty  ?  France  charges  us  with  having 
conceded  to  them  the  right  to  take  the  ^goodfi  df 
their  enemies,  out  of  our  neutral  fhips ;  the  right  to 
tdnfider  various  articles  as  contraband,  which  are 
i|0t  fo  by  the  law  cf  nations ;  and  the  right,  in  fome 
cafes,  to  confider  even  proyifions  as  contraband. 

As  to  the  right  of  taking  enemies  goods  out  of 
neutral  veiTels,  it  is  not  a  right  conceded  tp  Britain 
by  the  treaty ;  the  treaty  fays  not  one  word  about 
it,  except  .that  it  fball  hereafter  becom^  the  fubjed 
of  negotiation ;  and,  that  if  veflels,  in  the  mean 
titne,  ihall  be  flopped  on  that  account,  they  ihall^ 
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releafed  with  as  little  delay  and  inconvenience  as 
poffible :  It  is  a  right,  indifputably  given  by  the 
law  of  nations ;  and  which  Britain,  though  we  urg- 
ed herto  the  utmoft  of  our  power,  refufed  to  furrew- 
der  at  prefent ;  the  exercife  of  it,  being  of  the ' 
greateft  importance  to  her  in  the  prefent  war :  She  > 
however  intimated  tliat  hereafter  it  might  perhaps ' 
be  relinquilhed.    It  was  then  agreed  that  things 
fhould  remain,  for  the  prefent,  on  the  footing  where- 
ofi^  t^e  law  of  nations  has  placed  them,  and  that  ^ 
hereafter,  negociations  fhall  take  place  on  the  fub-  > 
jedl.    Does  this  look  like  conceding  a  right  I  What ' 
T^,,more  could  we  do  ;  could  we  make  war  with  Bri-  ^ 
faiti,  to  compel  the  relinquifhment  of  this  right  ? 
This,  no  doubt  was  what  France  wifhed ;   it  has  * 
been  the  objedl  of  all  her  intrigues,  all  her  threats* ' 
and  all  her  complaints  ;  but  our  government  wifely 
took  a  different  refblution.  i^sA  t^WiSi  ei  *^^ 


That  this  righf  was  given  to  Britain  by  the  law  of  ^i- 
nations,  we  have  the  exprefs  authority  of  Mr.  Jcf-  * 
ferfon,  of  every  writer  on  this  fubje£t,  and  off 
France  herielf^  .  # 
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Mr.  JefFerfon  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Genet,  of  July  'p 
*3>  i794>  f?iys»  "  ^  believe  it  cannot  be  doubted, 
"  that  by  the  general  law  of  nations,  thp^ods  of  a  - 
**  friend  fouiid  in  the  veftels  of  a.**yir  \Y  are  free, 
"  and  /Ae  goods  of  an  enemy  found  in  'W-  weffels  of  a 
^*fneudf  are  lawful  prize.  Upon  this  principle,  I 
**  prefume,  the  Britifh  veflela  have  taken  the  pro- 
**  perty  of  French  citizen^  found  in  our  vefTels,  and 
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••  I  confefs  I  (hotild  be  at  a  lofs  on  what  principle 
**  to  reclaim  it.     It  is  true,  that  fundry  nations, , 
**^defirous  of  avoiding  the  inconvenience  of  hav- 
**-ing  their  veflels  ftopt  at  Tea,  &c.  have,  in  many 
*•  inftances  introduced,     by  their  fpecial  treaties 
*•  another  principle  between  them,    that   encmy- 
•*  bottoms  fhall  make  enemy-goods,  and  friendly 
**  bottoms  friendly  goods  ;   but  this  is  altogether  the 
**  effefl  of  particular    treaties^    confrouUng    in    fpecial 
**  cafes    the  general  principles   of  the  law  of  nations, 
"England  has  generally  determined  to  adhere  to 
*«  the  rigorous  principle."— Afterwards   in  his  let- 
ter of  Auguft  16th,   1793,  to  our'minifter  in-  Paris 
oh  the  fubjedt  of  Mr.  Genet*^s  condud,  he  fays, 
••We  fuppofe  it  to  have  been  long  an  eftablifhed 
**  principle  of  the  law  of  nations,  that  the  goods 
"of  a  friend  are  free  in  an  enemy's  veffeJ,  and/A^ 
"goods   of  an  enemy  lawful  prize  in    the  vejfels  of  a 
**  friend.    We  have  eftablilhed  a  contrary  princi- 
••  pie,  that  free  (hips  fliall  make  free  goods,  in  our 
*'  treaties  with  France,   Holland,  and  Pruffia  ;    it  is 
«*our  wi(h  to  eftablilh  it  with  other  nations;  but 
«  this  requires  their  confent  alfo,  and  is  a  work  6 
•*  time.      In  the  mean  time  they  have  a  right  to  alt 
'*  on  the  general  principle,  (that  enemies'  goods  are 
<«  prize  on  board  of  neutral  (hips)  without  giving 
**  us  or  Frattc*sxaufe  of  complaint.^* 

So  fay  alvtlvre  moft  refpe(5lable  writers  on  the 
law  of  natio^is,  with  Vattel  at  their  head,  whofe 
works,    though  treated   with    contempt  by  Mr- 
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Genet,  and  called"  worm-eaten  volumes,"  are  ac- 
knowledged as  authority   by  all  the  nations  o^ 

Europe.  ' 

> '.-<•.,   ■'•.     ■         '  ■ .  ■  \ 
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France,  however,  has  fufficiently  proved,  not 
only  by  her  declarations,  but  by  her  condu(5l,  that 
*  (he  pays  no  regard  to  the  writers  on  the  Law  of  Na- 
tions, or  to  the  law  itfelf ;  but  perhaps  fhe  will  per- 
mit her  own  laws  and  public  a(^s  to  be  relied  on  as 
authority.  ,    r,^^^  ■  i.  4. 

;    *''^  *By  her  treaty  with  this  country  in  1778,  flie  ex- 

V  /  prefsly   relinquifhed  the  right  of  taking  enemie*' 

goods  out  of  neutral  veflels :  (he  did  the  fame  thing 

■    by  her  treaty  with  England  in  1786 ;  but  why  (hould 

^^^(he  relinquilh  this  right,  if  (he  did  not  believe  her- 

; '  felf  to  have  poflTeflTed  it  ?  How  could  (he  polTefs  it 

A(  *  but  by  virtue  of  the  law  of  nations  ?   That  (he  did 

^ '     believe  herfelf  to  poflTefs  it,   is  mpft  evident,  from 

IV  her  Marine  Laws,  in  one  of  which,   pa(Iedinthe 

year,  1744,  and  in  force  when  this  treaty  was  made  ; 

is  provided,  "  that  if  there  are  found  on    board 

"  of  neutral  ve(rels,  of  whatever  nation  they  may 

be,  merchandizes  belonging   to   the  enemies  of 

his  majefty,  (which  is  the   fame  as  of  France) 

they  (hall    be  good  jbrize,   even    though    they 

**  be  not  of  the  growth  or  manufadure  of  the  ene- 


« 


C( 


C( 


u 


^les'  country 


»» 


't^^ift^^Sll'^^fe: 


•      I^t^en  it  be  not  permitted  by  the  law  of  nations, 
-^1*^  take  enemies'  goods  out  of  ncutrai  velfels,  th« 
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(landing  marine  regulations  of  France,  which  re» 
tnained  of  force  from  1744  to  1778,  little  lefs  than 
half  a  century,  were  a  plain  and  dire(5l  infringement 
of  that  law.  v 

And  yet  France  alledges  that,  we  have  conceded 
to  great  Britain  the  right  to  take  the  goods  of  her 
enemies  out  of  our  neutral  veiTels  1 

She  even  pretends  that,  the  law  of  nations  is  al- 
tered in  this  refpedl,  by  what  (he  calls  the  principlet 
of  the  modern  law,  introduced  by  the  armed  neu** 
trality  ;  and  this  modern  law  of  nations  (he  fays  we 
have  abandoned.    U       '^c,  :>  ?. , 
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But  wh|it  is  this  armed  neutrality,  by  which  the 
law  of  nations  is  faid  to  have  been  altered  ?  What 
is  this  modern  law  of  nations,  by  which  the  former 
iyftem  is  faid  to  have  been  fuperfeded  I 

During  th6  American  war.  the  Emprefs  of  Ruifici- 
publifhed  a  declaration  of  the  principle  on  which  , 
(he  would  protect  her  fubje^s  in  carrying  on  com-* 
merce.  One  of  thefe  principles  was,  "  that  free 
**  (hips  fhould  make  free  goods.*^  She  invited 
the  neutral  powers  to  join  with  her  in  this  declara- 
tion, and  ordered  her  fleet  to  arm  in  fupport  of  it« 
Several  of  them  did  jpin,  particularly  Denmark^ 
Sweden,  and  the  other  northern  powers,  and  they 
entered  into  a  convention  to  fupport  each  other. 
This  is  what  is  called  the  armed  neutrality,  which 
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being  no  more  than  a  partial  agreement  among 
certain  dates,  in  the  nature  of  a  treaty,  could  make 
no  alteration  in  the  general  law  of  nations.  It 
could  only,  like  any  other  treaty,  modify  that  law 
with  refped^to  the  contra(5lin^  parties  themfelves. 


t.^^- 


Yet  this  agreement,  thus  partial  in  its  extent,  and 
violated  fince  by  its  authors  themfelves,  is  the  mo- 
dern law  of  nations,  for  the  eftabliihment  and 
defence  of  which,  the  United  States  are  required 
hy  France  to  engage,  againfi  the  moil  obvious  dic- 
tates of  prudence,  in  a  quarrel  with  the  greateil  ma- 
ritime power  on  earih»    -  '         '  >•  i 
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If  the  charge  of  conceding  to  Britain,  the  right 
to  take  the  goods  of  France  out  of  our  veifels,  a 
right  which  the  law  of  nations  gives  her,  and  which 
far  from  conceding,  we  did  all  in  our  power  to  pre- 
vail on  her  to  relinquifh,  has  appeared  to  be  wholly 
untrue ;  that  which  relates  to  contraband,  is  equally 
void  of  foundation*  ' 

•  .  -'.  -    ^  .  f  '.'\.j, ,., . 

;  '  By  the  law  of  nations,  there  are  certain  goods 
which  neutral  nations  cannot  carry  to  one  power 
at  war,  without  their  being  good  prize,  if  taken  by 
the  other ;  thefe  goods  are  called  contraband ;  they 
include,  according  to  the  bed  writers  on  the  law 
of  nations,  **  commodities  particularly  ufed  in  war  > 
<*  fuch  as  arms ,  military  and  naval  {lores,  ^p 
**  timber^  horfes^  and  even  provifions  in  certain 
^*  jundures ;"   and  the   prohibition  refts  on  this 

B  ^ 
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principle,  Jiat  a  nation   engaged  in   war,    has  a 
right,   as  a  natural  means  oi  defence,  to   prevent 
its  enemy,  as  fir  as  it  can,  from  being  fupplied  with 
thofe  tilings  which  are  peculiarly  of  ufe  in  carrying 
on  ihe  war  ;  but  though  tiie  law  of  nations  enume- 
rates the  articles  which   fhall  be  oonfidered  gene- 
rally   as  contraband,  and  fpecifies  the  particular 
cafes,  in  which  even  other  articles  may  be  added 
to  the  lid;  yet  in  this  refped,  as   in  all  others,  its 
operation  as  to  particular  ftates,  is  liable  to  be  re- 
flridled  and  modified  by  treaties   between  them. 
Two  dates,  for  inftance,   have  a  right  by  the  law  of 
nations,  to  confider  naval  ftores  as  contraband,  and 
each  to  prevent  the  other  from  carrying  them  to  its 
enemy,  as  far  as  this  can  be  effed^ed   by  capture 
and  condemnation  ;  but  thefe  two  dates  may  agree 
mutually  to  reliacjuilh  tiiia  right;  and  may  make 
a  treaty  for  that  purpoHi ;   this  treaty  does  not  alter 
the  law  of  nations,  as  to  others ;  any  more  than 
an  agreement  between  two  men,  that  neither  of  them 
ftiould  go  along  fuch  a  road,  would  prevent  other 
people  from  ufing  it ;  it  only  redridls  the  operation 
of  the  law  as  to  themielves.^^^^^,-^^        ,     , ,   ^^     , 
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Treaties  of  this  kind  are  very  ufr.t'  rv^c^ 
nations  :  in  fome  of  them  naval  ftores  a,  c  agreed 
to  be  contraband  ;  in  others,  not.  In  our  treaty 
wit.  France,  made  in  the  year  1778,  the  right  to 
ccrrtU  inip  timber  and  nayal  dores  as  contra- 
band ij  Mutually  reiinquifhed.  When  we  came  to 
treat  on  iliis  fubjtwt  wit Ji  Great  Britain,  we  were 
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anxious  to  prevail  v^n  her  to  rclinquirti  it  nifo,  but 
flie  refufed  :  rtie  nllfted  < '^  her  right  by  the  law 
of  nations,  and  we  liad  no  means  of  compelling  her 
to  recede  ;  naval  flores  anifhip  timber,  tlitrefore, 
notwithllanding  our  efforts  to  get  them  excepted, 
continue  to  be  contraband  between  us  and  Grea| 
Britain,  as  they  ,werc  befpre  the  tre^^yj 
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And  yet  one  of  the  accufations  of  France  againft 
the  United  States,  and  againft  this  treaty,  is,  that 
it  has  ceded  to  Britain  the  right  of  conlidei  ing 
naval  (lores  as  contraband  !  We  arc  charge  ]  with 
giving  to  Britain,  what  (he  had  before,  and  what 
we  ftrove  in  vain  to  make  her  relinquilh  I 

But,  fays  France,  if  fhip  timber  and  naval  ilores 
were  contraband  before,  why  mention  them  in  the 
treaty?  Becaufe  it  is  ufeful,  that  the  rules  whereby 
the  condud^  of  nations  towards  each  other  is  to  be 
regulated,  (hould  become  aa  public,  asprecife,  as 
little  doubtful  as  poflible  ;  any  merchant  can  read  a 
treaty,  though  every  one  does  not  find  leifurc  or 
opportunity  to  iludy  the  law  of  nations  ;  for  this 
reafon,  and  a  very  good  one  it  is,  the  enumeration 
was  made.  ,       ,      ,4. 
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The  lafl  accufation  of  Franfee  againft  this  treaty, 
is,  **  That  it  concedes  to  Britain  the  right  of  con^ 
**  fidering  even  provifions  as  contraband;  and 
thereby  becomes  man/eftly  injurious  to  France, 
whofe  fuppiies    from  this  country,   it  permits 
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«  Britain  to  ctit  off.'»    This  charge  Is,  if  poffible 
even  more  void  of  foimdatlon  than  ifie  former.    i»^ 

Tlie  part  of  tlie  treaty  complained  of,  is  the 
fccond  claufe  of  tlie  i8th  article ;  which,  inficad 
of  being  a  conccHion  by  us  to  Britain,  is  a  very 
valuable  concetHon  by  her  to  us ;  and  far  from 
offering  any  injury  to  France,  muft,  when  it  aHedts 
her  at  all,  operate  very  much  to  her  advantage  ? 
to  prove  this,  nothing  more  is  nccefTary  than  fimply 
to  recite  the  clauic  ;  which  is  in  the  following 
words ;  , 

**  And  whereas  the  diHiculty  of  agreeing  on  the 
**  precifc  cafes,  in  which  alone  provillons  and 
**  other  articles  not  generally  contraband,  may 
f*  be  confidercd  as  fuch,  render^  it  expedient  to 
<|  pfovide  againft  the  inconveniences  and  in|fuu<Y 
*■  derftandings  which  might  thence  arife,  |t  is 
•*  further  agreed,  that  whenever  any  fuch  ^rticlc8, 
**  fo  becoming  contraband,  according  t^  tke  (>t0» 
•'  ins  ^^^^  ^f  W'^'o«.f,  fliall  for  tfmt  rea/on,  bp 
*•  feized,  the  fame  (hall  not  be  coHfifcat^4  but 
**  the  owners  thereof^  Hiall  bcfpeedily  and  com- 
••  plctely  indemnified;  and  the  captors,  or  in 
««  their  default  the  government  under  whofe  autho- 
•*  rity  they  adV,  (hall  pay  to  the  mailers  or  owners 
*•  of  fuch  veflcis  the  full  value  of  all  fuch  articles  ; 
•*  with  a  reafonable  mercantile  profit  thereon,  to- 
••  gether  with  the  freight,  ^i\d  alfo  the  demurrage 
f*  incident  to  Aich  detention.'^     r^  iu;.rKi 
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To  what  CAfes  do  the  regulations  of  thU  claufe 
apply  ?  To  fuch,  and  fuch  only,  where  provifionst 
ic.  may  be  regarded  as  contraband  by  the  exiflinx 
hw  of  nntinm  \  ;»rc  there  any   fuch  cafes  ?    No 
iTiaxim  in  the  law  of  nations  Is  clearer  or  better 
cOablidicd,  than  that  there  are  fuch  ;  and  if  there 
are  not»  then  it  is  manifcft  that  the  article  is  pcr- 
fedlly  harmlcft.     And  when  provifionfl,   ice,  arc 
feizcd  in  fuch  cafe!)f  what  is  to  be  done  with  them  ? 
Inftead  of  being  confifcated,  as  ihcy  might  be  by  the 
law  of  nations,  they  are  to  be  paid  for  with  a  mer- 
cantile profit,  freight,  and  damages  for  the  deten- 
tion :  in  which  cafe  is  the  rifk  to  the  merchant 
Icaft  ?  Certainly  in  the  latter,  where  his  goods,  if 
taken,  are  not,  as  in  the  former,  to  be  condemned 
as  prize,  but  paid  for  with  profit  and  charges  t 
which  regulation,  that  of  the  treaty,  or  that  of  the  ? 
law  of  nations,  is  the  mod  beneficial  to  France  ? 
Certainly  that  of  the  treaty  ;  for  where  the  ri(k  is 
the  leaO,  the  merchant  will  be  mod  inclined  to 
'  fend  her  provifions ;  and  on  what  account  was  this 
fegulation  adopted  ?     To   prevent  thofe  mj/ufider' 
Jiandings  which  might  arife  between  us  and  Britain, 
from  the  difficulty  of  afcertaining  the  cafes  in  which 

provifions  are    made  contraband   by  the  law    of 
;  nations.      -^^'  "  '    '  ■  ^■'^^^■^^'^'•* 

And  yet  France  alledges  that,  we  have  ceded  to 
Britain  the  right  of  confidering  provifions  as  con« 
traband !  And  yet  this  article  fo  juft  in  itfelf,  fo 
libera!  on  the  part  of  Britain,  fo  beneficial  to  U8| 
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dnd  fo  ufeful  to  France  herfelf,  has  been  laid  hold 
of  by  her,  as  aground  of  quarrel!  Whence  can 
,proceed  her  difpleafure  at  this  article  ?  The  true 
,caufe  of  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  word  **  mifunder- 
••  ftandings.'*  The  tendency  of  this  article,  to  pre-* 
vent  "  raifunderftandings"  between  this  country 
and  Britain  has  given  umbrage  to  France  ;  thofe 
mifunderftandings  which  it  has  been  herunceafing 
•endeavour  to  foment,  and  her  conilant  hope  to 
^pw[;up  into  a  quarrel.  ,^^., 
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Hence  too  her  anger  at  the  treaty  ;  hence  thofe 
objediions  fo  mapifeftly  unfounded  ;  thofe  flimzy 
pretexts,  which  throw  fo  thin  a  veil  over  her  real 
motives*     She  faw  many  caufes  of  difference  ex- 

-ifting  between  this  country  and  England  ;  Ihe  faw 
thofe  caufes  aggravated  by  ancient    refentments, 

tand  recent  injuries  ;  and  (he  looked,  with  confi- 
dent and  eager  expedation,  to  the  moment,  which 
Ihe  thought  fad  approaching,  whenthefe  differen- 
ces fhould  produce  an  open  rupture :  then  Ihould 
we  become  her  affociates  in  the  war  ;  then  would 
our  commerce  be  cut  off  from  her  rival ;  then, 
like  Holland  and  Belgium  fhould  we  have  been 
placed  under  the  controul  of  her  agents,  our  ports 
poffeffed  by  her  (hips,  our  towns  feized  by  her 
'troops,  our  country  pillaged  to  f apply  her.  armies^ 
and  our  refources  exhaufted  to  repleni(h  her  trea- 
fury.  If  we  efcaped  the  neceffity  of  furrendering 
to  her,    as  Holland  has    been  compelled    to    do 

'  important  parts  of  our  territory,  as  the  price  of 
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"what  (he  woiild  not  have  failed  to  call  **  her  pro- 
«'  te6:ion,"  we  Ihould  have  had  much  reafon  to  re- 
joute  in  our  good  fortune.   y:/^-',r6.   '^i  PK  v  <^  *^j^"1^^. 
%,;,„;  T. ''\--   ^-'v,;/'    ,:^''u,i  .,,^i,-v:  /.  ..^    ^J:-^^  ;.s*:,  , 

'  Thefe  profpedls,  which  flie  regarded  a$  fo  cer- 
tain, and  contemplated  with  fo  much  pleafure, 
were  blafled  by  the  treaty.  By  it  fhe  faw  our 
differences  compofed,  a  mutual  fpirit  of  juftice 
and  conciliation  reftored,  and  the  foundation  of  a 
friendly  and  beneficial  intercourfe  folidly  laid ; 
henbe  her  efforts  to  prevent  hs  conclufion  ;  hence 
her  difappointment  and  rage,  at  its  final  accom« 
plilhment.        ,  ^  -      ..  ,     '      ►  •. 
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Thus  manifeftly  unfounded,  fellow  citizens, 
thus  plainly  deftitute  of  even  plaufible  appear- 
ances, are  the  oftenfible  objections,  thus  unfriendly 
and  mifchievous  to  us  are  the  real  motives,  from 
**  whi^h  the  French  government  declares,  "  that  fhe' 
**  regards  this  treaty  as  a  violation  of  that  between 
"  her  ancv  this  country,  as  equivalent  to  an  alli- 
"  ance  with  Great  Brhain,  and  as  a  wilful  and 
"  evident  facrificc  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
<*  of  their  connections  with  France,  and  of  the 
"  moft  effential  and  leafl  contefted  rights  of  neuj 
<'  trality."  _,,  ^  .     , 

Let  us  examine  her  next  charge,  the  charge  of 
having  put  a  wrong  and  injurious  conftruction  on 
fome  articles  of  her  treaties  with  in 
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Under  this  head  fhe  complains,  tliat   contrary 
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to  the  1 7th  article  of  the  treaty  of  commerce,  wo 
kave  fuffered  our  courts  of  juilice  to  take  cogni- 
zance of  prizes  brought  in  to  our  ports  by  her 
armed  (hips;  that  in  violation  of  the  fame  arti^ 
ele,  Britifli  (hips  of  war,  which  have  made  prize 
of  her  veflels,  have  been  allowed  (helter  in  our 
harbours  ;  that  we  have  fuffered  Britilh  (hips  to 
arm  in  our  pOrts  ;  that  we  have  prevented  the 
fale  of  her  prizes,  which  (he  contends  is  permitted 
by  the  treaty ;  that  a  provifion  of  the  confular 
convention,  which  makes  part  of  the  treaties,  has 
been  rendered  ineffed^ual  by  our  neglect  to  pafs 
laws  for  enabling  the  French  confuls  to  enforce 
their  decrees ;  that  our  judges  and  magiftrates,  in 
contempt  of  the  fifth  article  of  this  confular 
convention,  have  required  the  mailers  of  French 
fhips,  applying  for  warrants  againfl  abfcond- 
ing  failors,  to  produce  in  evidence  the  origi* 
nal  roll  of  their  crews  inftead  of  the  copy» 
whereby  the  power  given  to  French  confuls  of 
caufing  the  arrefi  of  failors  who  defert,  has  been 
greatly  impeded  j  and  finally,  that  contrary  to  the 
19th  article  of  the  treaty  of  commerce,  we  fuffered 
a  public  (hip  of  war,  belonging  to  France,  to  be 
arrefted  in  one  of  our  ports,  for  adls  done  on  the 
highieas.  m^^^   ■        *^ 

It  is  not  of  the  decifion  of  prize  caufes  made 
h\'  our  courts, .  that  France  complains  ;  it  is  the 
right  to  decide  which  (he  contefts.  She  alledges, 
that  by  the  treaty  of  1778,  article  the  17th, 
9ur  courts  are  prohibited,  in  all  cafes  whatfoever^ 
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from*  taking  cognizance  of  captures  made  under 
colour  of  a  French  commiffion.  Thii  is  the 
true  point  of  difpute.  If  the  courts  be  thus  pro- 
hibited, their  deciiions,  however  upright  and  leff 
gal  in  themfelves,  niuft  be  improper.  If  on  the 
contrary,  they  have  a  right,  notwithflanding  the 
treaty,  to  take  cognizance  in  certain  cafes,  of 
prizes  made  under  pretence  of  French  commit* 
ons,  they  mud  be  the  judges  when  thofe  cafes 
occur,  and  no  complaint  can  be  admitted  againft. 
their  deciiions*  ,...i         ?  ..  ..'■^'" 


^  1  have  faid,  "  under  the  pretence  and  colour 
*<  of  a  French  commiilion  ;"  becaufe,  if  the  alle- 
gation of  the  French  government  be  well  founded, 
our  courts  are  precluded  in  all  cafes  where  any 
thing  cajled  a  French  commiilion  is  produced ; 
they  can  take  no  cognizance,  can  enquire  into 
nothing  ;  confequently  they  cannot  even  enquire 
whether  the  commiilion  be  true  or  forged ;  whe- 
ther the  veiTel  be  in  fadl^a  privateer  or  a  pirate. 
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To  admit  this  pretenHon,  would  be  to  admit  in 
the  words  of  Mr.  JeiFerfon,*  « that  any  armed 
veiTel  of  any  nation,  might  cut  away  our  own 
ihips,  or  thofe  of  perfons  coming  to  trade  with 
us,  from  the  wharves  of  Philadelphia,  Charles- 
ton, or  New  York,  and  by  calling  them  prizes, 
prevent  our  courts  from  redreifing  the  wrong.'* 
Can  it  be  conceived,  that  any  nation  could  ceclb 
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*  See  his  letter  of  Augnft93,  to  Mr.  Monisat  Paris, 
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fccfi  a  right  by  treaty  ?  The  llipiilations  on  this 
fubjedt  between  us  and  France  are  mutual.  Can 
it  be  conceived,  that  France  has  intended  to  cede, 
^  or  now  would  permit  fuch  a  right  to  us  ?  We 
know  perfedlly  well  that  fhe  would  not  ?  ■- '^'t V"^^ 

The  17th  article  of  our  treaty  with   France  in- 
deed  ftipuhtes  that  the  prizes  made  on    its  ene- 
^mies   by  one    pirty    (ball  not   "  be   arretted    or 
*"  feized   when  they  come  to  enter  the  ports  of  the 
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other  ;  nor  (hall  the  fearchers  or  other  officers 
•'  of  fuch  ports  fearch  fuch  prizes,  or  make  any 
•*  examination  concerning  their  lawfulnefs.'*  But 
'We  contend  that  the  prizes  here  intended  are 
prizes  made  on  the  high  feas,  without " the  jurif- 
didlion  of  either  party ;  and  not  by  its  people,  or 
by  veflelsequipt  or  armed  in  its  ports.  We  con- 
tend that  notwithftanding  this  ftipulation,  we  have 
^aa  right  to  protedt  our  own  veflels  and  thole  of  our 
neighbours,  within  our  territories,  and  the  jurif- 
didioh  of  our  laws  ;  that  we  have  a  right  to  pre- 
vent vefTels  from  being  armed  and  fitted  in  our 
ports  for  cruifing  againft  nations  with  whom  we 
are  at  peace,  and  to  reftrain  oiir  citizens  from  car- 
rying on  war  againft  thofe  nations  under  a  foreign 
commiflion.  Thefe  rights  we  contend,  we  ought 
to  enforce,  by  reftoring  property  taken  in  con- 
tempt of  them  whenever  it  comes  within  our 
power.  This,  and  this  alone,  our  courts  have 
done.  Ill  thefe  three  cafes  alone  have  they  taken 
property  from  French  captors,  and  reftored  it  to 
theowneFs:  where  it  was  taken,  either  within   the 
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jurifdidion  of  our  Laws ;  by  our  own  citizens, 
under  French  commiffions  ;  or  by  velTels  fitted 
out,  armedi  or  equipped  for  war  in  our  ports. 
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of  this  France  complains.  Her  Minifter  had 
armed  and  commiffioned  privateers  in  our  ports  ; 
her  armed  veflels  had  feized  (hips,  not  only  within 
a  league  of  our  coaft,  to  which  diftance,  by  the 
Law  of  Nations,  the  jurifdiftion  of  every  country 
extends,  but  even  in  the  Delaware :  our  citizens 
had  taken  French  commiffions,  and  under  them' 
made  prize  of  veflels  belonging  to  nations  at 
peace  with  us.  When  prizes,  made  in  either  of 
thefe  three  cafes,  were  brought  into  our  ports,  the 
courts  interfered,  and  after  trials,  in  which  the 
fa6^8  were  proved,  reftored  the  property  to  the  for- 
mer owners.  It  is  by  this  interference,  ib  necef- 
lary  for  maintaining  our  neutrality  and  the  inde- 
pendence of  our  government,  that  France  alledges 
"we  have  broken  the  treaty. 


Qh 


■.n&4: 


''M}4H  '/>OCr 


But  this  interference  is  juftified  not  only  by  ne- 
ceffity,  but  by  the  Law  of  Nations,  and  their 
univerfal  pradice.  To  thefe,  however,  France 
has  (hewn  that  fhe  pays  very  little  regard  ;  and  to 
difcufs  the  points  would  lead  to  too  great  a 
length.  But  fortunately,  we  are  faved  the  trouble 
ftie  has  herfelf  decided  the  queftion  in  our  favor. 
Ker  own  laws  now  in  force,  and  her  own  pradice 
at  this  moment,  fupport  our  interpretation  of  the 
treaty.  Let  us  now  hear  France  againft  herfelf  •* 
her  laws  againft  her  complaints. 
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A  Commentary  on  the  marine  Laws  of  France, 
drawn  up  by  an  officer*  of  the  government,  and 
fic^  publiQied  under  its  authority  in  1776,  fays, 
**  that  as  far  as  the  diflance  of  two  leagues,  the 
•*  Sea,  according  to  the  rule  univerfally  acknow- 
**  ledged,  is  under  the  dominion  of  the  fovereign. 
"  of  the  neighbouring  coaft  ;  the  effetSt  of  which 
**  dominion  is,  that  within  it  every  fovereign  haS; 
**  a  right  to  prote£2  foreign  commerce,  as   well    as  to, 
•«  fecure  his  own  territories  from  infult."    How 
is  foreign  commerce  to  be  proteded  within  our 
dominion .?    Certainly,  by  reftoring  property  takea 
there.     In   eT^tending    our    dominion    only  one- 
league   from  the  coafl,  we  have  gone  only  half  as 
far  as  France  goes  Jierfelf ;  and  yet  (he  accufes  us  of 
breaking  the  treaty,   becaufe  we  do  not  fuffer  her 
privateers  to  take  veiTels  on  our  fliores,  and  even ,  1% 


our  rivers. 


The  marine  Ordinances  of  France,  which  are ' 
now  in  force,  and  which   her  commiflions  to  pri-    . 
vateers  require  to  be  obferved,    "  prohibit  all  her  ^'t 
**  fubje(5l8  from  taking  commiffions  from  foreign  #  ^ 
**  kings,  princes  or  dates,  to  arm  veiTels  for  war,'«»*' 
**  or  to  cruife  at  fea  under  their  colours,  without    - 
*•  exprefs  permiffion,  under  pain  of  being  treated 
**  as  pirates."    "  Thefe  rules,"  fays  the  commen- . 
tary,   "  have   no  exception;  they  extend   to    all 
**  commiffions    from  friends  or  allies,  as  well  as, 
*•  neutrals,  and  include  all  Frenchmen,  whether,    , 
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**  they  dwell  in  France  or  in  foreign  fcountrit.  ^ 
"  for* Frenchmen  dre  not  lefs  Frenchmen  for  hav- 
"  ifl^  gone"  to  lire  in  foreign  parts.*** 


.  1  j 


Ir^us,  what  iias  been  long  pradHfed  and  is  noW 
e(^bli(hea  in  France,  we  have  done,  and  no 
more ;  and  yet  (he  Complains.  We  have  for-  ^ 
bidden  our  citizens  to  take  comniilfions  from  her^ 
againd  nations  with  whom  we  are  at  peace,  and 
^  the  only  liiethod  of  enforcing  this  prohibitibn^ 
w^  have  reftored  property  taken  in  contempt  of  it ; 
and  in  all  this,  we  have  precifely  pradtifed  her 
own  rules.  Yet  flie  Charges  us  with  breaking  th^**^ 
treaty* -;,;.■*•.•.    '•-:  ■      -■      -    ••- .^  •  ■■  ..■.--•.■■■--;- 

ttc  whole  (cope  aftd  tenoiir  of  her  Jaws  for- 
bid veffels  under  foreign  commiffions  from  arm-, 
ing  in  her  ports,  againft  nations  m  peace  with  her. 
This  we  have  alfo  forbidden,  after  her  example ; 
and  we  have  enforced  the  prohibition,  by  ftoppii^ 
and  difairming  the  veffels  when  in  our  power,  and 
by  reftoring  the  property  which  they  had  taken 
and  brought  into  our  country.  And  thij  France! 
alledgesas  abreach  of  the  treaty  M^^my^^  ^^ 

iShe  next  acqufes  us  of  another  infraction,  id^^ 
fufering  (hips  of  war  of  her  enemies,  which  have 
made  prizes  on  her  citizens,  to  find  an  afylum  inf 
our  ports.     ..   i  ^  '^         • 


•  S^e  VaUn,  vol.  2,  page  276* 
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The  treaty  in  article  lythpcovides,  that,  <*'  na 
«  (hdter  c/  ttfiigp  IhaU  be  given  in  the  ports  of 
**  either  party,  to  fuch  ai  IbaU  have  made  prize 
«*  of  the  fubjefts,  people  or  property,  of  the 
"  other  i"  and.  the  22d  article  forbids  "  foreign 
"  privateeiis,  in  enmity  with  one  party,  to  fell  or 
"  exchange  t^eir  (hips  or  ptizes,  in  the  ports  of  | 
"  the  other.**'  .       ^     ^^ 

Now  it  ii  clear,  that  nothing  is  exprefsly  for- 
bidden here,  but  the  fale  or  exchange  of  prizes^,, 
and  the  entrance  ci  (liips  that  had  taken  piizefr^. 
the  prizes  them^ves*  according  to  the  literal 
conflrudtion,  might  be  fent  in,  though  not  fold ; 
and  this  would  have  been  a  great  advantage  to 
the  captors:  This  advantage  the  United  States 
fuppofed  tliat  the  treaty  did  not  intend  to  g^ve  to 
the  enemies  of  France.  '  *'f'  7 
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Bcfide,  if  no  Britifh  (hip  of  war,  which  had 
ever  taken  a  French  prize,  could  be  admitted  into 
our  ports,  how  was  the  fad  to  be  eftablilkedj 
the  Briti(h  might  deny  the  fad:  could  we  take  ■ 
it  for  granted,  becaufe  aflerted  by  the  French  i  or  . 
muft  we  in  every  cafe,  before  we  could  fend  o(F» 
the  veffcl,  inftitute  a  fuit  to  decide  whether  at 
any  time,  or  in  any  part  of  the  world,  (he  had 
taken  a  French  prize  ?  This,  it  is  evident,.  Would 
have  been  a  fubjed  of  endlefs  and  vexatidus  con- 


tention. 
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.  Our  Government,  therefore,  adopted  a  conftruc- 


Iruc- 
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th>ft  chd^  bencHcial  to  Fiance,  ihore  confbrmibie 
to  the  ipirit  of  the  tifeaty,,  and  much  eaiier  of  exe'> 
cutioh.  Inftead  of  admitting  prices,  made  on 
France  by  her  enemies,  and  excluding  all  veflels 
whicK  wefre  charged  with  having  made  them,  it; 
refolyed  to  exclude  the  prizes  in  till  cafes,  and  id 
admit  an  (hips  of  war,  except  llich  as  might  at- 
tempt to  Cortie  in  with  their  prizesi  thofe  were  to- 
be,  and  have  been  excluded. ,    ,       . .  . 

l^rance  complains  of  this  conflrtiflion,  and  calk 
it  a  breach  of  the  treaty  i  (he  does  not  recoiled; 
that  if  we  were  to  adopt  her  conftrUftion,  and 
follow  the  letter  of  the  article,  we  (hould  do  her  a  « 
much  greater  injury,  by  admitting  all  the  pnzeS 
whicji  her  eneitiied,  might  think,  fit  to  fendiiL 

Ahotner  breach  of  the  treaty  with  which  fw^i^-' 
charges  us,  is,  that  we  have  permitted  Britiih  drips' 

to  arm  for  war  in  our  ports,  f.  >^0^  -rmim  tkmnm' 


•l.tiW^ltsiixi, 
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This  cWg^  is  direfVly  Contrary  to  faft  j  th4*  ? 
ib:i<9:eft  orders  have  always  exifled  againfb  fuch 
armaments  5  and  every  attempt  to  make  them  has 
been  prevented  as  foon  as  known  to  the  govern-  [' 
ment-i  two  or  three  inftances  have  been  mention- 
ed, in  which  vefleis  armed  and  went  out,  before 
the  govfirnment,  or  even  the  French  minill:r  of 
confuls,  had  information  of  it*     But  what  could 
be  done  after  the  vefleis  were  gone  ?  Had  tlxey 
returned,    they    would  have   been   feized  j    and 
their  prizes,    had  they  come  within  our  power, 

C2        . 
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'  would  have  Ven  reftored  to  tho  owners.  Bi;t 
neither  of  thofe  cafes  happened }  and  I  would 
tik  again,  what  could  be  done  after  the  veflels 
were  gone  ?  Go  to  war,  France  would  have  faid,. 
to  revenge  the  injury ;  this  was  heXv  aim,  and  this 
(he  did  fay,  over  and  over,  though,  not  in  exprefs. 
words.  But  if  a£ts  like  this  had  been  a  proper, 
reafon  for  going  to  war,  we  ought  to  have  attacked 
France  herfelf  long  ago ;  for  (he  has  attempted, 
ten  armaments,  where  the  Englilh  have  attempted 
one :  and  feveral  of  them,  moreover,  her  minifter 
fent  to  fea,  againfl  the  exprefs  orders  of  the  go* 
vemment,  and  in  contempt  of  its  authority.. 


.1 
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As  to  the  fale  of  her  prizes  in  our  ports,  for  pre- 
venting v/hich  (he  charges  us  with  another  infrac- 
tion of  tjie  treaty,  Ihe  has  by  the  treaty  no  fuch 
right :  there  is  not  one  word  faid  about  her  prizes ; 
except  tliat  (he  may  bring  them  in  and  carry  them 
away.  This  (he  fays,  is  the  fame  thing  as  a  per- 
midion  to  fell ;  but  common  fenfe,  and  the  plain 
meaning  of  words,  fay  otherwile.  Her  own  laws, 
alfo,  fay  otherwife  ;;  which,  netwithlbinding  this 
treaty  with  us,  <"xprefsly  forbid  the  fale  of  foreign^ 
prizes  in  her  ports.  ,,,,;..  „       ..  ,  ..;  a_„^  ,.,.* 
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•We  did  indeed  for  a  time,  permit  the^  fale  of 
her  prizes  in  this  country,  as  a  matter  of  fpecial 
favor ;  but  we  foon  found  this  permiflioh  pro- 
du(ftive  of  many  ill  effefts ;  our  fea  ports  having 
become  the  refort  and  ftation  of  privateers,  whofc 
crews  are  generally  amongft  the  moft  profligate 
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4t  mankind,  were  converted  into  (cenes  of  riot ; 
many  dlHirders  took  place,  our  citizens  were 
drawn  off  from  their  regular  induftry,  and  by  the 
introduction  of  goods,  under  pretence  of  prize, 
frauds  on  the  public  began  to  be  pradifed. 
The  permiffion,  therefore,  was  very  properly  re- 
voked ;  the  only  fubjedt  of  regret  is,  that  it  ever 
was  granted. 


The  confular  convention  comes  next  into  view  i 
this  convention  makes  part  of  the  treaties  between 
us  and  France,  and  (he  ailedges  that  we  have  in- 
fringed it  in  two  points. 


ITie  1 2th  article  provides,  tliat  the  confuls  lof 
France  and  the  United  States,  (hall  poflefs  the 
power  of  deciding,  reipedively,  all  differences 
which  may  arife  between  the  people  of  one  country 
in  the  territories  of  the  other.  We  have  never  hin- 
dered the  French  confuls  from  deciding  all  fuch 
controverfies  between  French,  citizens  ;  but  the 
French  government  has  lately  found  out,  that  we 
have  pa(red  ao  law  to  enable  thofe  confuls  to  en- 
force their  dcci(ioHs.  It  might  be  a&ed,  why 
has  this  matter  refted  in  filence  folong.?  Why  has 
nothing  been  heard  of  this  compUiint  till  now  j  ^- 
though  the  fad  complained  of  has  exifted  for  more 
than  eight  years  ?  We  might  remark  on  the  extra- 
ordinary and  unprecedented  nature  of  the  complaint 
itfelf  i  whereby,  contrary  to  univerlkl  ulage,  and  tiic 
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•firft  principles  of  national  fovercignty,  ^  govefn-t 
Jcheht  is  required  to  put  compulfory  procels  into 
the  Lands  of  perfons  not  amenable  to  its  laws,  for 
the  purpofe  of  enforcing  decifions  not  uncjer  the 
controul  of  its  judiciary  authority  :  But  it  will  be 
"fufficient  to  obferve,  that  France  herlelf  has  never 
pafTed,  or  been  required  by  us  to  pafs,  any  fucU 
Uws  as  (he  demands  from  us ;  and  that  it  mcrfj  evi-. 
dently  ai)pears,  from  the  convention  itfelf,  that  no 
fuch  laws  were  ever  intended  to  take  place  in  either 
^>  country,  fince  the  decrees  of  the  confuls  are  to  be 
Enforced  a^nft  the  parties  by  their  own  govern-> 
ments  refpedtively ;  to  whofe  courts  the  right  of 
appeal,  and  of  courfe  the  power  of  everfing,  con- 
firming, and  executing  the  decrees,  k  exprefsly 
"and  folely  refeiived. '  ^  Ip^t^^jiM  '■^'^■^:- ' ■  ^-'^^ J. 
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Another  article  of  this  convention  authorifcs  the 

"  feonfuls  of  each  nation  relpedively,  to  caufe  the' 

dfiferting  failors  of  their  nation  to  be  arrefted  and. 

^  delivered  to  the  captains,  on  application  to  a  ma- 

giftrate  of  the  country,   and  the  produ6>ion  of 

proof.     The  French  government  has  lately  found 

out,  that  our  magiftrates  when  applied  to  for  the 

irreft  of  their  failors,  require  the  original  articles 

to   be    produced.      Thofe  articles  contain    the 

agreement  of  the  failors,  and  are  Ogned  by  them. 

They  remain  on  board  the  (hip,  ^nd  are  the  only 

authentic  document  by   which  any  difpute   be- 

X  tween  the  captain  and  failors  can  be  decided.     It- 

i?  an  invariable  and  moft  excellent  maxim  of  our 
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llawsj  ihS  libcopy  of  a  paper  can 'be  .produced  in 
evidence,  efpecially  where  life  or  liberty  is  to  be 
effefled  by  it,  unlefs  the  paper  itfelf  be  prpyed  to 
Ije  deftroyed,  or  in  the  power  of  the  other  party. 
Jn  conformity  to  this  maxim,  our  magiftrates  vety 
properly  require,  that  the  original  articles  them- 
•  ielves  (hould  be  produ(i:ed  to  prove  that  a  man 
belongs  to  the  ftiip,  before  they  will  arre^ft  him  for 
defefting  from  itj*  or  this  the  Frengh  govern- 
ment, after  eight  yeafs  filence,  has  at  length  be- 
thought itfelf  to  complain.  It  calls  this  a  breach 
-of  the  confular  convention,  and  alledgesj  that 
•copies  of  the  articles  certified  frpm  the  confuI*s 
office,  ought  to  be  received ;  although.it  is  moft 
evident,  from  the  Highteft  view  of  the  conruiar 
convention,  that  the  copies  whereof  it  fpeuks,  art; 
wholly  of  a  different  kind,  4nd  ,tp  be  «fed  fpr  a 
^flferentpurpQft5=-^^  .  '   ^■''''''^  ^-'^P^^.^m^  ^'^ 


'J\-J.  Have  .  explained  tlicre  -two  points  thus  par- 
,  ticularly,  not  from  a  'belief  .that  they  are  of  the 
leafl:  weight  or  importance,  evei^  in  the  eyes  of 
France  herfelf ;  but  to  (hew  with  what  eagerneft 
ihe  catches  at  the  moil;  futile  acculktioiis  againii 
this  country.  ..^^  :,x  :..-    .....'; 
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'  The  lalt  accufation  under  the  head  of  breaking 
treaties,  is,  if  poffible,  more  extraordinary  than 
any  of  the  former.    ^ranf€  accules  us  of  having 
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e  convention  Ufelf  alfo  cxpreftly  requires,  that  .th« 
briginai  roll,  or  regifter,  ftioold  be  produced. 
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broken  the  19th  article  of  the  treaty,  hy  permitting 
^  public  (hip  of  war  belonging  to  the  republic  to 
be  arretted  in  one  pf  our  ports  for  an  aft  done  qn 
the  high  feas.  Would  \t  be  believed  that  this 
ihip,  arretted  by  pro(;efs  of  the  gourts,  at  the  in- 
ttancw  of  a,  citizen,  and  for  a  n^oft  reprehenfible 
a;ft,  had  been  adlually  rel^afed  by  th^  interference 
of  the  executive,  on  the  expxefs  ground,  that  being 
a  public  Ihip  of  war,  (he  was  proteded  by  the 
treaty  ?  Yet  fuch  is  the  faft.  Complaint  being 
made  of  her  arrett  by  the  French  minifter,  the  ex- 
ecutive di^eftcd  the  attorney  general  to  file  the 
neceffary  proceedings  in.  th^  court  for  obtaining 
her  releafe.  He  did  fo,  ^nd  after  hearing  the  cafe 
flie  was  relcafed ;  but  as  the  for'nis  of  the  court, 
the  priority  of  other  bufinefs,  and  the  courfe  of 
proceedings,  did  not  adniit  of  a  deci(ion  fo  fpeedy 
as  Mr.  Adet  de(ired,  he  refufed  o  accept  the 
velTel  after  (he  was  releafed,  and  declared  that  he 
would  abandon  her  to  the  government,  and  claim 
damages.  Thefe  damages  have  never  been  re- 
filfed«  nor  even  demanded  j  and  yet  becaufe  the 
pre(ident  would  not  undertake  at  the  inttance  of  a 
foreign  minifter,  to  overrule  the  courts  of  juftice, 
whofe  independence  is  exprefsly  fecured  by  the 
conftitution,  becaufe  he  would  not,  with  a  ftrong 
hand,  arrett  their  proceedings,  and  in  open  defi- 
ance of  the  conftitution  and  the  laws,  wrett  from 
their  hands  the  objeft  of  their  deliberations* 
we  are  accufed  of  having  broken  our  treaty  with 
France !  We  are  charged  with  an  arreft,  which 
xhftead  of  fanftioning,  we  caufed  to  be  removed  ^ 


.:^ 


■?t^Jla. 
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we  aie  phai^ed-  with  breaking  a  tte^ty  by  «j  a^ 
w^iich  We  redj:qfle4 1   ^    ■Ij^^ifli)^  ; 

Such  arc  the  grounds  whereon  for  fourypara  ■     , 
toj^ther,  and  in  terms  the  mod  difrefpedtful,  wc 
have  been  unceafingly  pharged  with  violation  of 
treaties  i         ■'•■•,*'  .'v .:--, 

But  w^  hiave  refTjifed,  (he  fays,  tp  enter  into  ^ 
new  and  mQjre  extenfive  treaty  with  her.    Shelays^.  .   . 
that  under  "  the  moft  frivolous  pretexts,*'*  w^ 
have  evaded  all  her  advances  to  a  new  negociation.  '     * 
This  alfo  is  an  accufation  againft  us,  made  by  the 
n;iinifter  Genet,  and  which  Mf*  Adet  has  renewed 

...  .  .  .  ■  •      ,  .  I  .  ■  .  ^  . 

But  had  we   not  a  right,  without  ofFendin]^  ' 
France,  to  decline  a  new  treaty  if  we  thought  it 
Would  not  fuit  us?    We  already  had  a  treaty; 
was  it  a  ground  of  q\ia^rrel  that  we  were  fatisfied       >^ 
with  it  ?  Why  was  a  new  treaty  propofed  ?  For  our 
benefit  ?  if  fb  we  were  the  proper  judges  how  far  ^    I 
it  was  beneficial.     For  the  benefit  of  France  ^    Jt 
^hat  (Tafe  we  certainly  had  a  right  to  decide,  hew- 
far  the  advantage  which  (he  de(ired  was  compa- '^ 
tible  with  our  own  iptereft§.     Who  ever  heardj*": 
that  to  decline  an  advantageous  bargain  ourfelvcs, 
or  to  refufe  one  to  another  perfon,  was  a  caufeof 


offence  ? 


.!f.  HV 


mi 
,     *  See  Mr.  Adet's  Note. 


^,,_.k:_ 
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^    Hic  trueh  ^how^er  is,  that  we  <1M  'Wot  define 
>this  negociation  J  we 


did  not  wt(h  it  indeecl,  but 


f  :tr 


i^'JSi'?^ 


our  government  was  willing '  to  hear  what  France 
Jiad  tQ  %  on  the  fubje(a,  and  irequentlyexpref- 
fed  its  wilUngnefs.  T  he  proppiicion  rwas  Gx&  made 
%  Mr.  Gentf.,  in  May,  1793  i  but  Mr.  JcffccGwi, 
^t  that  time  fecretary  of  fiate,  informed  him,  that 
the  bufinefs  could  not  be  entered  on  immediately, 
becaufe  the  fenate  was  not  in  feflion.  He  renewed 
■the  fubjed  the  September  following,  but  before 
that  time  he  had  behaved  fo  much  amifs,  that  the 
government  had  requeued  his  recall,  and  did  not 
think  fit  to  communicate  with  him,,  except  on 
matters  of  immediate  and  preifing  necefllty  j  it 
therefore  politely  waved  the  bufinef^  with  aij  af- 
furance  "  that  it  fliould  be  confidered  with  all 
"  the  refped  and  intereft  which  its  objed  neccffa- 
f*  rily  required^"  '   ^ 


tf  .In.. 


■^"1! 
(* 


%"  ' 
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"  His  fucceflbr,  Mr.  Faiachet,  never  meritioiied 
the  new  negociation  ;  the  next  that  we  heard  of  it 
was  from  Mr.  Adet,  in  June,  1795.  The^prdi- 
dent  immediately  met  his  advances,  and  directed 
the  fecretary  of  ftate  to  enter  pn  the  negociation 
without  delay.  He  informed  Mr.  Adet  of  this, 
and  propofed  a  mode  of  proceeding;  Mr.  Adet 
promifed  to  enter  on  the  bufinefs ;  but  he  poft- 
,J)onedit  from  time  to  time,  on  the  plea  of  jndif- 
"pofition  or  bufinefs,  arid  it  was  finally  Jropi  -hy 
himfelf. 


&  !*:; 
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And  yet  Mr.  Adet  fs 


lay  A 
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that   his    OiJicrS  to 
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If  treat  vtcvc  evj^ded^  :under«tbe  i!K)|l:frivoV>us  pre- 

vie: 


exts. 


.f«--T  « 


'     fiut  although  )Dur  governmerft  was  willing,  and 

I  ^\sen  defiroijis'  t^  hear  what  1  ranee  h^  topropofe 

<>n  the  .fubjed  of  a  new  treaty,  it  could  not  have 

agreed  to  one  on  the  fame  terms  which  (he  held 

'  out,  without  iacFificing  the  belt  interefb  of  this 


country. 


't^^'iidj^miCia:  -y^ASmt^  iiiif  .hbr, 


Thofe  terms  are  to  be  found  in  Mr.  Genet*si 
inftrudions,  by  which  Mr.  Adet,  when  prefled 
on  the  fubjefit,  declared  that  h^  alfo  was  to  be  ^id- 
ea ;  and  from  thofe  inftrudtions  it  appears  undeni- 
ably, thftt  our  joining  France  in  the  war,  engaging 
to  defend  her  iilands,  and  forming  an  alliance  of- 
fenfive  and  defenfive,  were  to  be  eflential  conditions 
of  the  new  treaty  -,  an  extenfion  of  commercial 
privileges  with  the  iilands,  was  the  lure  thrown  out 


to  us. 
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The  inftru<^ions  begin  with  declaring,  "that 
the  executive  council  have  highly  approved  the 
overtures    made  to  a  former  minifter,  by  the 
American  government,  on  the  means  of  renew-  ' 
ing  and  confolidating   the  commercial  treaties 
between  the  two  countries,  and  are  dilpofed  to 
fet  on  foot  a  new  negociation  on  thofe  founda-  ■ 
tions — that  they  do  not  know  but  that  fuch  a 
treaty  admits  a   latitude  fi//  more  extenfive  in  .• 
becoming  a  national  agreemtnt.  in   v/hichtwo. 
great  nations  Ihall  fufpend,  (that  is,  according 
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to  the  French  expreffion,  (hall  dofely  mlite) 
their  political  and  cpmtnercial  interefb,  and 
eftablifh  a  mutual  underftanding  to  befriend  the 
empire  of  liberty  ipherever  U  can  he  embracedy  to 
guarantee  the  foverfiignty  of  the  people^  and  4o 
punijh  thofe  powers  who  Jill  keep  Hp  an  exclufive 
colonial  and  lommercial /jjienty  by  declaring  that 
their  veffels  (hall  not  be  received  in  the  ports 
of  the  contracting  parties."  "  Such  a  pa(^, 
they  add,  will  quickly  contribute  to  the  general 
emancipation  of  the  new  world,'*. 


9*   ■>ii..- 


.-i^  ,    v^ 


This  "  general  emancipation  ctf"  the  new  world," 
:we  know  was  to  include  the  liberation  of  the  ilaves, 
whom  this  very  French  government  foon  after  fet 
.fi»e  in  its  iflands.    -; l  ,    t-.  ^    .  ^  a  ^t- 


;fv/'\: 


^•*: 


^*"  Befides  the  advantages,"  continue  the  in« 
Uruftions,  **  which  humanity  in  general  will 
**  draw  from  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  a  negociation, 
**  we  (the  French)  have  at  this  moment,  z  parti- 
*'  cular  intereji  in  taking  fteps  to  adk  efficacioufly 
againfl  England  and  Spain,  if,  as  every  thing 
announces,  thofe  powers  ihould  attack  us.  In 
this  fituation  of  affairs,  we  ought  to  excite  by  all 
pqlfible  meansy  the  zeal  of  the  Jmericans,  who  are 
**  as  much  interefted  as  ourfelv^s  in  difconcert- 
ing  the  deftrudive  projeds  of  George  the  third  j 
thefe  reafons,  in  addition  to  the  great  commer^^ 
fial  advantages^  which  we  are  difpofed  to  con- 
^^  jC^de  to  the  United  States,  will  determine  their 

"'■■     ^y^:  .  ...'■■. 
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«  ^vernment  to  adhere  to  all  that  citizen  Genet 
fliall.  propofe  to  them  on  our  part — and  th& 
exetutive  charges  him,  in  expe£iation  that  the 
American  gwernment  will  finally  make  a  cotnmon>  't 
caufe  with  us,  to  take  fuch  fleps  as  exigencies* 

"  may  require/^  <^n^^    >' f 


« 
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Hence,  it  manifeftly  appears,  that  we  were  to 
make  a  common  r  mfe  with  France,  for  her  intereft, 
againft  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  and  th^t  commer- 
cial advantages  were  to  be  our  wages.  Subfe- 
quent  parts  of  the  inftruftions  are  ftill  more 
explicit.     .  * 
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"  The  Executive  Council  recommends  it  efpe- 
cially  to  Citizen  Genet,  to  found  early  the 
difpofition  of  the  American  Government,  and 
to  make  it  (the  guarsfritee  of  their  Iflands)  a 
condition  Jine  qua  non  of  their  free  commerce 
with  the  Weft  Indies,  fo  eflentialto  the  United 
States.  It  nearly  concerns  the  peace  and  prof- 
perity  of  the  French  Nation,  that  a  people> 
whofe  refources  increafe  beyond  all  calculation! 
and  whom  nature  has  placed  fo  near  our 
rich  colonies,  fhould  be  interefted,  by  their 
own  engagements  in  the  prefervation  of  thefe 
Iflands,  Citizen  Genet  will  find  the  lefs  diffi- 
culty in  making  this  propofition  reli(hed  in  the 
United  States,  as  the  great  trade  which  will  be 
the  reward  of  It,  will  indemnify  them  ultimately 
for  the  facrifices  which  they  may  make  in  the 
putfet  J  and  we  (hall  immediately  put  ourfelves 
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««  J*  A  <i6ntfiti6ri  to  ftilfH  our  ehglgemchts,  fey,^ 
"  i^ndii^  to  the  AmcricAri  pbrts  a  fufficient  force 
**  to  piit   them  Beyond  hrfull  and  to  facilitate  \ 
■<  th«r  mtcrcoiirfiv  with  the  iflands  and   with 


..V  ■*■  * 
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t  have  been  the  more  full  and  particular  in 
citing  thcfe  inftruftions,  bccaufe  they  not  only 
prove  incon.eftibly,  what  were  to  be  the  fcondi* 
tions  of  the  new  treaty  propofed  to  us  by  France* 
but  00  that  her  projefti  from  the  beginning  of* 
the  war,  was  to  draw  us  into  it.  We  (hall  pre- . 
fently  fee  that  although  (lie  recalled  Mr.  Genet* 
fhe  neither  difapproved  his  meafures  nor  abandoned 
this  project.     ,, 


•■>j.-  ■■,' 
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'f  hat  the  tefufal  of  our  government  to  enter 
into  a  new  treaty  on  thefe  terms,  (hould  have^ 
been  matter  of  difplealure  and  vexation  to  France* 
is  perfedlly  natural ;  becaufe  it  difconcerted  oae ; 
of  her  moft  favourite  fchemes  j  but  lone  of  its 
meafures  have  either  merited  or  received,  mere 
warmly  or  more  univerially,  th(g  approbatipn^and 
thanks  of  this  CO\xnt^,.:7^_;^^^^^ 


•     \ 
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And  yet  France  has  made  it  one'  of  her  char^  *' 
againfi:  us,  that  we  have  evaded  this  new  treaty 
"  under  the  moft  frivolous  pretexts."!  .      ' 

She  has  gone  further*  She  has  accufed  us  of 
having  "  eluded  her  friendly  offers  of  affiftance 
**  in  ournegotiations  with  Algiers." 


■  S> 


.if^-^^ 


II   4t?    I.  - 

Here  agaiiir  I  weuid  afft>  whetfter  wo'  loR^iiot  » 
li^t  t(y  decline  ker  nteckatioii  intd!i«lMiiefs,.itf 
vte  tlaou^t  £t  I    Art  . .  c  to  make  na  tvoat(ie»  with", 
out  not  only  confulting  France,  iMit  emplojriogi,      'K 
alfo  her  affiftance  ?     Should  one  of  my  neighbours       * 
offer  to  interfere  in  compofing  a  difference  between.       ' 
me  and  another,  furely  I  might  decline '  his  inter* 
ference  without  giving  him  caufe o£  offence?     Het 
might  think   it  very  unfriendly,  or  very  unwife;*    ' 
but  fureljr  it  would,  not  authorife  bim  to  quarrelf 

with mce.» '■  :|^;;;^i^;^,;:;,; ^  r:[i,oi%id^'iW':\ , ' 


The  truth  however  is,  Ihat  ^fnom"  eluding**' 
this  friendly  offer  of  France,  we  ihewed  the  utmofb 
readinefs,  and  even  inclination,  to  avail  ourfelves 
of  it  to  the  utmoft.  Our  minifter  in  Portugal,  to 
whom  the  Algerine  negotiation  was  entrufted^ 
went:  firft  to  Paris,,  "  in  order  to  engage  the 
**^  alEftance  of  the  French  government  ;'*  in  the 
mean  time  he  (ent  an  a^nt  in;imediately  to  Algiers 
to  pave  the  way  j  and  as  the  Algerines  ara 
known  to  be  a  very  fickle  capricious  people,  diffi- 
cult to  be  managed,,  and  capable  of  being  dealt 
with  at  particular  times  only,  he  furnifhed  this 
a^nt  with  proper  powers,  that  he  might  avail  him- 
felf  of  any  favourable  moment  which  fliould 
chance  to  offer ;  fuch  a  moment  did  offer  very 
foon  after  his  arrivial :  he  feized  it  and  concluded 
a  treaty,  difagreeable  indeed,  but  far  better  than 
none,  and  more  favourable  than  Algiers^  has  lately 
if  ever,  made  with  any  other  country.        .„L^4, :  " 
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Ou|fht  he  to  have  loft  this  moment  in  waitihg 
Ibr  the  affiftance  of  France  P  Before  the  orders 
from  France  could  arrive,  the  opportimity  might 
have  pafled  away  never  to  return* 


.  •**■*   «««*4« 
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'";Befides;  oUr  agent,  who  concluded  the  Ifedt/, 
'declares  that  neither  France,  nor  her  Conful,  had 
the  leaft  intereft  with  the  Algerine  government 
at  that  time.  It  was  for  this  reafon,  he  fays,  that 
he  did  not  r^queft  the  afTiftanCe  of  the  ^rehckcon- 
fol  J  which  would  have  only  injured  the  caufe, 
But  he  applied  for  this  affiftance  in  negociating 
with  the  other  Barbary  States,  where  the  French 
were  fuppofeu  to  pofl'efs  influence*  i^l!^r>'i*^'**^  I  r 


:\\  toy. 
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So  much  for  this  compiaiitt':  the  bittcrricls 
with  which  it  is  urged  gives  fome  ground  to  fuf- 
peft  that  her  anger  does  not  arife  from  our  having 
made  a  treaty  without  her  affiftance,  but  from 
our  having  made  one  at  all ;  and,  that  her  inter- 
ference* was  intended  to  prevent,  not  to  promote 
the  objed.  It  is  very  difficult  to  believe  that  the 
freedom  of  our  flag,  and  the  extenfion  of  our 
commerce,  in  the  Mediterranean,  can  be  defirable 
objedts  to  her,  or  to  any  other  commercial  power. 

She  charges  us  further,  with  having  authorifed, 
or  permitted,  various  infraftions  of  our  neutr^|y 
by  the  Enehlh,  or  in  their  favour.         ,  -..  I  *,    ' 


.JS'  .i-fU 


One  of  thefe  infractions  is  the  impreflment  of 
our  feamen  by  Britifh  ihips  of  war :  we  have  not 
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adopted,  ftefays,  oratle.ft;i  "        '  '      " 

V'olence.   whereby  \.^^'^'  '°'  ''f «'""?  % 

/.,r„  ♦     -^  ^^^'  «^e  Save  adon,.^  r    ^ 
ftres  at  we  judeed  mnft    «    '.''<'P*e<l  fuch  mej. 

Poftj.and  UlrfLfber-:^  •"-  ' 
known  to  France     o "  "^  P"''"='   "-"e 

"ery  means  Aort  of  h„ftT        "^  teamen,  by 
-      y«;  1796,  before  ,ht  toS'^'  '""  ^^'X  •»  ">e 

.'^*»g   and    re.ie;w  ^t^t     P"/P°'-«  »f  P».- 

•mprdTmew.    Thefe  L  <-         "  '^'""^n   ^om 

.  «'=!>  as  France  wiftld  T^h    "l  '"''^'''  '^•^^  "ot 

°"">«overnmem.  toVo"  S  *'''  '"''=''  »'  <>« . 
''»''=  entrufted  the  ^^^'^^   "°' '°  ^^»n«.  we 
.?-«^ereda,the^,/2^^;°^o«citi.en,    ; 

■""'on  of  a  public  w'  t-  .''"'  "°'  ""^  infer.      ," 
Wws-paper,  /and  /he!nl  l"''  """''"  '"  ""e  ' 

7^P"fMed.  thought: J'!'  ^^'"^afures     ' 
'^caaou.;    wc  well   tn;l'l''''''''^y''"e  not 
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not  Ffance.  w«.  .L  ""  °"  '*"  Point,  we.  ,i 
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jJ^'-!And  let  me  be  pertnitted  to  afk,  what  obHgttlon 
^  ire  we  under  to  inform  France  of  our  meafures  f 

ft  ftie  to  prefcribe  to  ys  in  what  manner  our 
\  citizens  are  to  be  protedled  f  If  under  pretence 

that  the  inefficaeiom  manner  in  which  we  conduct 

our  a^airs  operates  to  her  injury,  (he  may  direft 
'  ^d  controul  us,  there  is  an  end  of  our  independc 

ence.  This  complaint  is  of  a  piece  with  that  of 
^  ^r.  Genet  againft  the  prefident,  **  for  refufing  to 
convene  Congrefs  at  l^is  inltan^e, 


<( 


We  have  alio,  fhe  fays,  retrained  our  citfzehs 
from  receiving  commiflions  from  her^  or  ferying 
pn  board  of  her  armed  veflels. 

We  have  indeed  done  fo,  and  it  was  our  duty  \ 
^  duty  enjoined  by  our  own  peace  and  fafety,  an4 
by  the  impartial  jullice  whjcb  we  wifhed  to  obferve 
towards  other  nations.  We  never  objected  to 
our  citizens  going  to  France,  and  engaging  in 
her  fervice,  which  many  of  them  did ;  bqt  we 
objected  to  their  receiving  commiflions  from  her 
in  our  own  country,  or  entering  on  board  of  her 
privateers,  to  rob  thofe  who  were  coming  peace? 
ably  to  trade  with  us.  '  This  was  conformably  to 
prudence,  as  well  as  juftice ;  !^nd  it  was,  more- 
over, what  we  had  flipulated  with  her  to  do,  and 
to  the  utmoft  of  our  power  had  done,  in  the  cafe 
of  hpr  enemies. 

It  is  worth  while  to  remark  the  inconfiftency 
qf  tl^ef^  two  complaints.    She  firil  quarrels  witt^ 
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118,  becau/e  we  could  not  prevent,  in  her  own 
words,  "  the  marine  of  England  from  being  aug- 
**  mented  by  our  feamen :"  and  in  the  fame 
breathy  (he  accufes  us  of  infringing  the  laws  of 
neutrality,  by  prohibiting  our  feamen  to  ferve  in 
her  privateers !  We  forbad  both  ^  and  as  far  as 
^e  could,  we  prevented  both ;  but  unfortunate- 
ly, it  was  not  alv/ays  in  our  power  to  prevent 
either;  and  yet  ihe  quarrels  with  us,  for  not 
preventing,  even  by  hoftility,  in  the  cafe  of  her 
enemies,  the  fame  thing,  which  (lie  alfo  quarrels 
with  us,  for  having  attempted  to  prevent  in  her 
own  cafe !  Su<:h  is  the  juilice,  moderation,  and 
impartiality  of  France.    ,^  ,.   ,  ,,J>  u'^  ji^;:^^  o^ 


rvf 


We  are  alfo  charged  with  permitting  the 
$ngli{h  to  v'jlatc  our  neutrality,  by  capturing 
French  ptuperty  on  board  of  our  (hips ;  and 
even  American  property  when  bound  to,  or  from 
the  pons  of  France.  ,^-^:.4^:^,  .,;  .   ,i 


•r  r*: 


As  to  ♦he  capture  of  French  property  on  board 
of  our  (liipsy  it  hgis  already  appeared  to  be  a 
right  which  Bkritaia  poifefTes  by  the  Laws  of 
Neutrality.  How  then  can  the  permiflion  of  its 
exercife  be  a  breach  of  them?  But  we  never  did 
williagly  perniit  its  exercife.  We  acquiefced  in 
it  indeed,  becaufe  we  knew  that  the  right  exifted, 
which  the  £ngU(h,  notwithftanding  all  our  endea- 
vours, could  not  be  induced  to  relinqui(h.  Had 
it  been  in  our  power,  tp  induce  her,  we  moft 
certainly  would  have  dofit  fo;  for,  of  all  things. 


i:  s«  3 

j^xt  to  keeping  out  of  the  war,  it  w^s  what  we 
itjoft  defired;  and  wfiat'woufd  mpft  ^ifc 
l^«rc  tiromotcd  our  iriterefts.m*^^  '^-;  "^ 


^-?.m(rvy 
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^  '  But  France  fays,  that  our  Itneafures  for  this  puf- 
j[iQfe  were  not  efficacious  ;  and  when  ihe  fays  fo, 
ivis  well  know  what  ihe  means.  The  infttuifltidns 
t6  Mr.  Genet,  and  the  whole  tenour  of  her  con- 
dua,  kave  no  doubt  on  that  poinf:.  '^^  ^^"^  '*  '^' 


^.n^i 
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With  refpefl:  to  the  capture  of  American  pro- 
perty, bound  to  or  from  French  ports,  we  were  fd 
hr  from  permitting  it,  that  after  remonftrating  iii 
the  firmeft  manner,  though  not  in  terms  of  outrage 
and  infult,  we  demanded  fatisfa^lion,  and  armed 
to  ehforce  it ;  and  had  not  the  mcafure  been  dif- 
continued,  and  reparation  agreed  on,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  war  would  have  been  the  confequence. 
That  we  accepted  this  reparation,  that  we  did  not 
fall  intq  her  views,  by  making  war  in  ihe  firji  in- 
Jtance^  is  the  true  caufe  of  ofti^nce  which  we  have 


% 


iven  to  France. 
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Another  breach  of  Neutrality,  y^^h  which  ihe 
charges  us,  is  "That  we  fuffered  the  Britilh  to 
*'  declare  her  Iflands  in  a  date  of  blockade !" 

■   ,        ■       '       ■ '  ■  ...  '     '    ■      ■  A's 
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'  fiut  t  would  a{k,  how  were  we  to  prevent  this 
declaration  ?  Or  how  were  we  bound  to  prevent 
it,  had  we  been  able  ?  Frahce  does  not  pretend 
that  we  were  bound  by  treaty ;  the  treaty  of  alli- 
snce,  indeed  ilipulates  for  a  guarantee 
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v;iiQahd8;  but  the  treaty  of  alliance  vas  pHtely  de^ 

^  fenfive,  hot  oiFehfive ;  and  it  being  perfedly  cer4 

tgin,  that  (he  was  the  aggreflbr  in.  the  war  witlt 

%£ngla^d,  the  guarantee  in  thi$  inftance  could  no| 

3Qperat£>     But  we  were  bound,  fhe  fays,  by  the 

i  laws  of  neutrality.    How !  can  the  laws  of  neu^ 

"^trality  pblige  u$  to  defend  the  po0e(lions  of  ous 

neighbours  ^  This  would  amount  to  fayipgy  iix^% 

Neutrality  required  us  to  ent^r  into  the  war.       ,. 
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sj^.JVe  know  that  by  the  law  of  hatioiis,  pi-oviuont 
cannot  be  carried  to  a  blockaded  place*  Th(^ 
Britifh  declared,  <'  that  certain  French  Ifl^d^ 
were  blockaded,  ap^  that  all  perfpns  attempting 
['.  to  carry  provi^ons  to  thjem<  iliould  be  deall 
^*.  with  according.,  tct  the  kw  pf  nations,^*  While 
they  adhered  to  this  declaration,  and  "  dealt  witU 
"  us  afcordin^  to  the  ia-u;  of  nations ^^  we  had  no 
right  to  complain  j  whenever,  under  colour  of  the 
decip  ration,  they  infringed  the  law  of  nation^, 
they  have  engaged  ,  to  make  reparation,  and  are 
purfuing  the  moil  e£Fe£tual  meafures  for  fuli&iling 

the  engagement,  lo„.hTi^rt),risln>3t^-silJ  h^-fW.,^'.  , 

,,  In  the  meantime,  as  thefe. blockaded  iflandf ' 
were  prevented  from  receiving  provifions,  Fraocf 
fufiered  an  injury  \  but  it  was  An, injury  whiph  w<f 
could  not  prevent}  for  we  had  no  fleet  to  drive, 
away  the  Englifli  Qiips  which  formed  the  blockade* 
Even  had  we  pofiefled  a  flc^^,  it  would  not  hav^. 
been  incumbent  on  us  t 


'^-0' 


\  a  war,  merely 
toftive  one  of  our  neighbours  from  an  incoA-^ 
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venicQcpk    We  alfo  (iiffered  au  injury  j  reparation 
(at  which  we  demanded,  and  are  to  receive. 


>JJ^lftl 


^  Her  next  complaint,  with  which  the  long  ca« 
talogue  is  terminated,  refts  on  &a  outrage  offered 
fo  Mr.  Fauchet,  a  formeif  French  minMlef,  by  a 
Britifli  (hip  of  war  in  the  wattrs  of  the  United 
States;  and  which,  (he  fays,  we  have  fuffered 
to  pafs  with  impunity. 


■i   f.  1    K'lf  f»-»«.'i  rtxi-^ii:* 


■'/L 


The  outrage  offered  to  Mr.  Fauchet,  was  aa 
attempt  to  feize  his  perfbn  and  papers,  on  hoard 
of  a  yeff^I  in  which  he  had  taken  his  paffage 
from  Ntiw-Yotk  to  Rhode-tfland.  The  attempt 
was  made  by  a  British  (hip  of  war,  lying  near 
Newport  !n  Rhode-lfland.  The  veffel  was  (lop- 
ped, and  the  trunks  of  Mr.  Fauchet's  attendants 
Were  fearched,  he  and  his  papers  efcaped ;  becaufe, 
having  been  informed  of  the  de(ign,  he  went 
a(Kiore,  and  proceeded  to  Newport  by  land:  per- 
ceiving that  they  had  miffed  their  prey,  the  Bri- 
tifli party  releafed  the  veffel  and  thofe  oh  board. 


■•^  V  *-- 
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When  the  Prefident  heard  of  this  daring  infult 
to  our  country,  he  felt  and  expreffed  a  proper 
Indignation  f  but  as  he  received  the  information 
from  one  party  only,  prudence  no  lefs  than  juftice, 
rf!quired  that  before  he  a£ted,  he  (hould  hear  the 
other  (ide.  He  accordingly  direded  enquiries  to 
i)etnade;  having  fully  afcertained  the  fa^s,  he 
ordered  the  Btitifh  nifin  of  war  to  depart  immedi^ 
ately  from  our  harbours,  and  directed  that  in  cafe 
tef  her  difobedience  for  more  than  forty-eight 
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hours^  4l  intercourfe  between  her  and  the  coUtt«, 
try  would  be  cat  off.  Our  mincer  at  London 
Was  inftru€led  to  complain  againft  the  Captaii|i» 
and  demand  his  punifliment;  this  was  done, 
but  the  Captain,  with  his  fliip,  was  in  Nova 
Scotia,  from  whence  he  went  to  the  Weft  Indies* 
He  lately  returned  to  T'-^iand,  as  as  foon  as  it 
was  known,  the  minifter  was  ordered  to  xenew 


bis  demand. 


■m^tmm^^ ^■m^mWii^:^'^W^Si^^V^^i':  t^! 


What  could  we  do  more  i  We  could  not  ieize 
him  on  board  his  ihip  to  punifh  him  ?  We  could 
not  follow  him  to  Nova  Scotia,  the  Weft  Indies, 
it  England, to  punifh  him.  tf  the  Britiih  governi> 
5^ent  fliould  negle^  to  punifh  him,  fhall  we  declare 
War  againft  them  to  avenge  this  injury?  Even 
France  perhaps  might  allow,  that  this  would  b» 
to  buy  vengeance  at  too  dear  a  rate.  ,  , ,  .^   . 

This  is  what  B'rance  Calls  ''  fuflferlng  the  iufult 
td  her  minifter  to  pafs  with  impunity  !**  aild  yet 
much  greater  lenity  was  exercifed,  when  her  con- 
ful  at  Boftoh,  with  an  armed  force,  refcued  a  ve^el 
from  the  officers  of  juftice ;  and  when  ohe  of 
Mr.  Genet's  illegal  pnvatefers  refifted  the  cuftom* 
houfe  officers,  and  the  militia  fent  by  'he  Prefi- 
deiit  to  arfeft  her  In  the  Delware,  and  proceeded 
to Tea  in  defiance  of  his  authority. 

Such,  my  fcllow-citizens,  is  a  true  pidlure  of 
French  grievances !  Such  are  the  injuries  for  which 
we  hA\e  been  fubjedted,  during  four  years,  to 
the  importunate  aud  iofulting  remQnftraiices  of 


\ 
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thfefc  fuccieflive itiiiiifterS !  forwhtcli  Wdhaveb^n 
abCilfed  of  making  *^  an  infidms  ptoclaitiatibh  oi^ 
*•  neutrality,"  of  **  facrificing  France  t&  het  eftt^' 
"    nies,  and  proftiiutingoxyt  ownn^titbGrkizi' 
**  BHtain,"  of  permitting  "  by  ^  perfiihttf  cm* 
*«  plaifance,  the  Englifti  to  viplatb  rights  whiitf 
'^*  oiir  honour  and  intetefts  re(|uired  lis  to  defend.*^; 
of  *'*  prefenting  to  England  under  tldak  of  hcui 
"  trality,  a  poignard  to  cut  the  throats  of  dTitfidtb**' 
"  ful  allies,"  of"  partaking  in  the  tyrannical  and 
"  murderous  rage  6f  Great  Britain^  ahd  joining 
"  with  her  to  plunge  France  into  the  horrofs  of 
"  famine,"*  and  of  "  covering  our  prbccedinj^s^  ■ 
"  with  the  vtWoi  dijjimulation" 

'Fot  fuch  injuries,  it  is,  that  we  have  beeh  itt- 
fultingly  told  of  the  "  cold  impartiality  of  our 
government,"  of  our  **  inability  to  maintaiti 
our  treaties"!  of  having  "  abandoned  our  neu- 
"  tral  fituation  through  an  excejftve  complq.ifance 
"  for  England,"  of  "  amufing  the  Frenck  by 
"  fpecious  correspondences  to  cloke  our  oVirn  in-. 
"  adivity,"  of  making  "  forced  conftriiflions  of 
*'  our  treaties,  and  endeavouring  to  throw  a 
"  veil  over  the  meafures  of  the  Englifti  govern-, 
"  ment,"  and  that  the  refpe£table  and  heretofore 
unimpeached  proceedings  of  our  courts,  have 
been  termed  "  unjuft  chicaneries."}     ^j^>r?^s^»  .'fs<t, 


a 


(C 


;"•  lie  Mr.  Adet 


d 


i  Sotrfs,  artd  hH  Tetikr  df  Sept.'  a^/.f  7^i;. 
*  t  See  Mr.  Fauchet's  letter's  of  May  2,  and  June  8,  1795." 
''  t  It  is  obvious,  that  his  expreffions,  though  more  guard-i.- 
ed  than  thofe  of  his  f«c«l!fcri  cohvev  the  faiK...  ofFenfive  and; 
InfuUing  meaning.       ■  %  % ';  .|^.«?''  '^ '^Slil   K^if^^^i^n 
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Tbele  are  the  injuries,  on  account  wnereor,  tne 
Prendent  has  been  cohtemptuoufly  charged  with 
promulgating  ^bihfophical  principles ;  the  exi; 
premon  applied  by  France  to  that  proclamatfoh 
of  neutrality,  which  flie,  on  ahbthi^r  occa(ion, 
terms  infiMoui,  but  which  has  received  th6  faric-^ 
tion  of  both  Houfes  of  Congrefs,  and  the  uhl- 
verfal  approbation  of  the  American  people  ;  tliat' 
tlic  government  has  been  accufed  of  ading  "  under. 
*'  an  unknown  influence.  \nd  of  being  guided  by 
**  foreign  impreffions  j"  that  we  have  been  lip-' 
braided  with  "  a  cowardly  abandonment  of  our 
**  friends  j"  that  we  have  been  told  "  that  w'e 
**  had  no  flag,  no  regard  for  our  laws,  no  teli- 
*'  ance  on  our  ftrength,  and  no,  fentiment  ot 
''  jiatiohal  dignity  ;"  that  France,  by  the  moiith 
of  her  minifters,  hasfaid  to  us,  **  If  we  have  been 
**  deceived,  if  you  are  not  able  to  maintain  the 
"  fovereignty  of  your  people,  fpeak;  we  fuppoit- 
"  edit  ^vhilewe  were  flaves,  and  we  fhall  know 
"  how  to  render  it  refpedable^  now  that  we  are 
,  osvpnie  nee.     v>.     ^^^  j-fK-^n-xJ-  t.,„,.,;».\^:**r  tu. 

!„:'.■ 'iS,;.  ISt'.         ■■;..:.'it    i^  wijl   .>.''■•(,.  J  T      f-'i'-'-     '^■'■^.  ^-  ••  <  tiS. --^  ■  , 
.  ^'T'--!^  ■  -   ; --     -     -     ' -     ^     '  ■  '■   '         ■  - 

it  is,  in  fine,  f©r  fuch  injuries  as  thefe,  that 
our  treaty  with  France  has  been  exprefsly  violated, 
that  fwarms  of  privateers  have  been  let  loofe  upon 
our  commerce,  that  our  property  to  the  amoiint 
of  many^ millions  of  dollars. has  ,  been  plundered. 


*  Thofe  are  the  words  of  Mr.  Genet,  in  his  Utter  of  July 
*S)  *793'  See  alfo  his  letters  of  June  8  and  aa,  and  of  July. 
9,  in  the  fame  yeac. 
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tliat  hundreds  of  ourL.ps  had  been  {eiztdtoki 
cond[emned,  multitudes  of  our  failors  thrown  into 
jails  and  prifon  fhips,  that  our  feamen,  who  may 
be  £bujdin  Bdtiih  fhips  of  war,  although  brought 
there  by  compuljion^  are  declared  liable  to  be  con-^ 
demned  as  pirates ;  *  and,  to  fill  up  the  meafure  of 
outrage,  that  a  meffenger  of  peace  and  conciliation, 
a  miniiler  ezprefsly,  "  fent  to  explain  our  con-' 
**  du^,  to  remove  mifunderilandings,  and  reftore 
V**' harmony ,"  has  been  contemptuoufly  driven 
,  away,,  without  a  reception  or  a  hearing  1       %.  ^^ 


I   ^'- 


Having  taken  this  view  of  the  injuries  complained 
of  by  France,  permit  me  now,  fellow  citizens,  to 

,  makefomeremarkson  her  pretentions;  permit  me 
to  trace  a  little  the  confeqiiences  of  a  compliance 
with  her  demands ;  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 

■  terms  to  which  flie  requires  us  to  iubm»t.     ^ ' 

-'■<  .  '  ■       .■■  -     .      ■  11-     •   «  "      -  f       . 
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*rhis  fubmiffion,  it  mu ft  be  remembered,  istc 
precede  any  explanation  on  our  part,  or  even  the 
reception  of  a  minifter.  The  Directory  told  Gene- 
ral Pinckney,  through  Mr.  Munro,  that  France 
would  receive  no  minifter  plenipotentiary  from 
the  United  States,  till  all  the  injuries  whereof  flie 
had  complained,  and  of  which  ftie  had  a  right  to 
cxpeft  redrefs,  fliould  firft  fully  receive  it.       *  l  • 

f  *'#  Xhe  firft  of  thefe  injuries  is  the  Britiih  treaty, 


»> . 


*  This  i6.by  a  late  decree  of  the  DircAory*?'";,  '^^ 


■  i<^:f: 


s 
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which  m  declares  to  be  a  viohition  ot  hei^s,  sn^ 
a  demrture  in  us  from  the  principles  of  neutnlit}^. 
This  injury  muft  be  redreifed;    therefore  the' 
treaty,  though  ian£lioned  by  every  branch  of  the 
governmentjiind  executed  in  part,  muft  be  broken: 
the  pofts  which  have  been  given  up  under  it,  muft 
be  redelivered;  the  profpe£b  of  reimburfement 
for  their  lodes  which  it  affords  to  our  merchants^; 
atouit  be  renounced,  and  the  commiflioners  ncMT 
l^mployed  in  deciding  on  their  claims,  muft  be- 
recalled.    In  fine,  our  whole  difpute  with  Great 
Britain  muft  be  renewed  under  circumftances  of 
the  higheft  aggravation,  and  we  muft  be  left  to 
fettle  it  by  a  new  treaty  under  the  diredion  of 
Fran<^e,  or  by  a  war  in  her  alliance. 


/  - 
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•Without  all  this,  it  is  moft  evident,  that  the  in- 
juries of  which  France  complains  under  *his  treaty, 
cannot  be  redreffed ;  and  ftie  requires  them  to  be 
redreiTed  before  ftie  will  even  hear  our  explanation. 


'■:*• 
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She  next  complains  againft  the  deciiion  of  our 

courts.    The  conftrudion  put  upon  our  treaties 

-and  upon  the  law  of  nations  by  our  courts,  fhe 

complains  of  as  injuries,  which,  like  the  others^ 

muft  be  redrefted  before  ihe  will  Uftbn  to  us. 


I  ***? 


~%  Therefore  the  decifions  of  our  courts,  wherever 
ftie  .complains  of  them,  and  that  is  in  every  cafe 
where  they  have  been  adverfe  to  her  claims,  muft 
be  re%erfed.     How  is  this  to, be  done?   Xho^ 


,«iE^; 
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fupi^ettlfe  CdUtrs  of  th^  Vhlotk,  atid  therfe  totifii^rtujja: 
th6  judicial  ^owar  Is  Ihdepebdail'f  of  tht  fe^a-: 

conilita^icin,  which,  t6  ii^hd^eV  th^cp^i-Vs  m^^^^^^^ 

d'drtiptereil^p  ihdep6h-der«r,  .|ifdvid^s  te  the  jii^es 

ftall  nbt  Ire  diij)l^ted,  like  otfe  6f&reVi,  it  the 

I^feafute  bf  the /prefident,    bat.  Ihktt  hoiir;t)i6>' 

,  places  tililurned  biif  by  iriipisichtu^h't.    &  JtM 

^  iheaii  time  there  is  no  powet  iii  the  ^bvenVjiijsht: 

by  which  their  deciitdfls  cah  be  atterea.    !?rance» 

however,  infoi-rhi  us,  that  they  wiuii  b(^  afer^^" 

,  before  fhe  will  liften  to  us/'"  i'^^^^^^^  ^^J'^f  "^^ 

jV.i}!  ■  '■■^-     ■  •  ■■•'.,    ■■•"..    _  ;:•*;■  "'..-y.'^ 

It  is  plain,   therefore,  that  m  order  to' la'tBFy' 

her,  we  muft  violate  our  conftitution  in  itsinoll 

valuable  part,  the  Independence  .  pf  the  judicial 

power*  ,  .  • .  . 

'^' And  this  is  not  all,  we  muft  place  thefeCourtsT 
hereafter  under  the  qontroulof  her  minifler,  and 
feftrain  them  from  taking  cognizance  of  afi'y  cau'fes 
which  he  may  pronounce  improper  for  their  inter- 
ference ;  for  Franc  -  complains  not  only  of  the 
decifions  of  our  courts,  but  of  their  creating,  d^lay 
to  her  privateers,  by  taking  cognizance  of  cafes 
which  have  finally  been  decided  in  her  favoUjT. 


i 


-r^ 


Therefore  our  courts  havmg.iflued  proceTs  to 
bring  a  caufe  before  them  on  the  complaint  of  ouif 
citizens,  muft  dlfmifs  it  on  the  "orders  of  a  Frencfi' 


yL':5iieJj..fi!-<l    .■ 


ijinijjer.  .  SJio)^\d  •  they  refufe  to  dlfmifs^it,  ^at 
then  is  to  He"  done  ?  The  executive  muft  intenerfe 
with  a  ftrong  hand  and  over-rule  them,  and  tliis 
notr/ronKhis  own  iudjrment,  but.at  the.  inftance  of 
a  Prencn  minifter.  Thus  the  public  force  of  our 
coMntryf  mull  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  foreign 
;|geD(,  to  be  employed  in  compelling  our  courts 
otjultice  to  lubmit  to  ms  ordets.      .^         >   ^  w 

J      ■•     "  •  !  '••'... 

f  jii^  Is  the  very  loweft  ftage  of  rdependance  an^ 
4<?^Tadati9n ;  ahq  it  is  manifefl,  that  this  mu(  b^ 
do^e before  the  demands  of  France  can  be  faii?,- 
fied  J  for  there  is  no  other  method  of  preventing 
that  interference  of  our  courts  whereof  ftie  90W- 


-*i 


Th?  legifla^u.re  muft  ^Ifo  (hare  in  this  degrada- 
tion. It  muft  be  compelled  to  repeal  one  of  its 
laws;  for  oijic  of  them,  the  afit  of  June  5, 1794, 
unfortunately  confirms  the  principles  which  ha4 
been  adopted  by  our  courts,  and  by  the  executive. 
This  ad  accordingly  is  placed  by  France  in  the 
catalogue  of  her  injuiries,  and  mufl:  be  repealed.  . 

Theifcforc  the  legifiature  mufl  hereafter  aflc 
France  what  laws  it  fhall  pnaS,  aa<l  what  being 
'  already  enaded,  it  fhall  fuffer  to  remain ;  for  it  is 
evid^int  tljat  if  ft>e  can  infill  on  the  repeal  of  one 
law  on  th^  prtitence  of  its  being  injurious  to  her 
intereils,  or  contrary  to  her  rights,  (he  may  equally 
object  to  the  continuance  or  the  pafling  of  any 
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•tlier,  there  Mng  ncme  to  which  tluflr  prettiitt 
nmy  not  be  extended  *«^ 

When  thefe  obnoxious  dccifioos  and  Uws  ihall 
be  removed,  then  will  France.eater  into  the  «xer- 
cife  of  thofe  rights,  which  through  them  have  hi- 
therto, as  fht  alledges,  been  unjuftly  withheld 
from  her.  She  will  give  commiffidns  to  our  citi- 
zens in  our  own  ports  to  privateer  againft  hei^ 
enemies  with  whom  we  ajre  at  peace.  Thefe  pri- 
vateers, if  they  pleafe,  will  capture  veflels  on  our 
coails,  in  our  rivers,  and  even  at  our  wharfs, 
and  our  courts  will  be  prevented  from  giving  re- 
d?efs.  She  will  arm  vciTels  in  our  ports,  and  if 
they  can  proceed  to  fea  by  Health,  or  in  defpight : 
of  the  President's  authprity,  as  they  have  hereto- 
fore d9ne,  neither  they  nor  their  prizes  99  their 

_  S3.!  "iv?  'mil''  i!<-:,'pT  ^  i  .mn:,:\r. .  ^^^m-s¥:^~sit'^V 

'  *  France  has  taken  care  to  give  ut  an  example  of  the 
manner  in  which  it  may  be  extended,  and  in  which  ilie 
^would  exercife  this  right,  were  we  weak  enough  to  con*, 
cede  it.  We  had  indulged  her  with  the  privilege  not 
granted  by  the  treaty,  of  felling  her  prizes  in  our  ports. 
Finding  afterwards  that  the  indulgence  had  been  abufed, 
and  operated  in  a  manner  very  prejudicial  to  ourfclves,  a 
bill  was  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  laft 
year  t*  prevent  U  m  future,  this  bill  pafled  with  little'  op« 
portion.  Mr.  Adet  immediately  entered  a  formal  com- 
plaint  againft  it,  as  a  hrtttch  of  the  treaty,  and  concluded 
with  expreiling  his  hopes,  "that  the  government  would 
*«  take  the  neceQary  meafures  for  preventing  the  effeds  of 
*^  a  law  contrary  to  treaties,  and  the  duties  of  »  neutral 


-f." 


«>  nation 


*-*Vf:  i^- ■'■,' 


3ce  his  letter  of  May  18,1796,  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 


V  '' 


•'   .%I».T? 


."'  :'/'■ 
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TUtVLTn  into  port,  can  be  queiHoned  by  the  courts. 
3he  will  fell  her  prizes  in  our  country,  whereby 
our  harbours  will  again  become  a  ftation  for  her 
privateers,  our  towns  over-run  by  their  crews,  our 
lice  infulted  and  difturbed,  our  regular  com- 
merce interrupted,  and  our  revenue  defrauded. 
>3he  will  even  arm  and  equip  vefTels  for  war  in 
cpr  ports,  for  th^  prohibition  againftitrefts  at 
prefent  on  the  law  of  June  5,  1794,  whereof 
^e  requires  the  repeal;  andihould  Britifhihips 
pf  w^  enter  our  harbours,  fhe  will  alledge  that 
(hey  have  at  fome  time  or  other  made  prize  on 
her  citizens;  and  we,  without  waiting  to  examine 
the  truth  of  her  alleg;atiQn,  muit  compel  them  to 


•  .,''i.f--..' 


All  this  is  the  plain  anci  neceflkry  conlequence 
pf  complying  with  her  demands.  -  ,.  .„,, 

Having  proceeded  thus  hr,  we  muft  go  on  to 
declare  war  againil  {England,  or  at  Icail  to  exclude 
her  commerce  from  our  ports,  for  the  prevention 
and  ^vengement  of  what  France  tells  us  are  in^ 
fradlions  of  our  neutrality  and  infults  to  our  ho't 
nour.  France  tells  us,  that  we  have  heretofore 
fubmitted  to  theff  infults,  and  winked  at  thcf(| 
ipfradtions ;  th^t  our  ipeafurcs  to  repel  or  redrc^ 
them,  have  been  inefficaciom^  and  the  inconvepi?. 
--ence  which  Ae  fuffers  from  this  inefficacy,  v\ 
pufnbered  among  the  greatcl^  of  her  ipjuri^s^    .> 


<^' 


\t  hs^s  already  been  fcen^  that  thefe  infia6lion$ 


s' 
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and  infults  coijfift  chiefly  in  the  capture  of  Frenck 
property  in  our  vcflcls,  that  is  m  the  ckercMe  oft 
right  which  we  acknowledge,  and  the  law  of  nati- 
ons clearly  fupports.  They  alfo  confiftin  phtt 
of  real  injuries,  whereo|  we  hjivc  comp;  ^.ned,  iiad 
for  which  the  authors  have  engaged  to  make,  itA 
now  are  making  ample  fatisfa6tion.  Thefe  t^#  ^ 
defcriptions  include  the  whole  lift  of 'Mnfradk 
"  ons  and  infults."  But  if  it  were  other\n^5 
if  as  France  afferts,  all  the  adis  camphiined  of 
were  really  infradtions,  and  we  had  failed  to  ob# 
tain  fatifa£lion,  ftill  it  is  evident' that  the  rae**i 
fures  which  we  have  adopted  for  that  purpofi;, 
were  the  moft  efficacious  in  our  power  1h6rt  of 
hoftility,  or  what  would  have  immediately  ^ed  to 
it.  Since,  therefore,  fhe  requires  us  to  adopt  more 
efHcacious  meafures,  fuch  as.  ihall  .fatisfy  her  and 
remove  the  evil,  it  manifeflly  appears,  that  nothing 

thort  of  hoftility,  or  meafures  that muft  fpeedily  *; 
end  in  it,  would  content  her.     %M,t    .v  •       '?^-s' 


■■•■     .  -  *w; 


•  v< 
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Therefore  we  muft  make  war  on  Great  Britairf/4 
contrary  to  our  own  inclination,  and  to  what,  io'V 
our  judgment  the  beft  interefts  of  pur  country  ^ 
require.  ,^.     .      ^,'    --  ^,       -    -  ,^ 

When  we  fhall  have  done  all  this,  when  w^;^; 
fliall  have  broken  our  treaties,  repealed  our  lawfli;»% 
and  in  contempt  of  our  conftitution,  rev^rffcdthe  ' 
moft  folemn  decifions  of  our  courts ;  when  w^ii* 
fhall  have  placed  the  judicial  power  of  our  counU  ? 
try  under  the  controul  of  ^  French  minifter,  and-ii. 


.lai,' 
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ibtmioiied  ihe  whole  fyftem  of  our  foreign  po^ 
llcfi  (o  Wife,  and  adopted  after  fo  much  delibenH 
tiea;  when  we  ihall  have  placed  our  ports,  our 
rif9nt  and  our  commerce  at  the  mercy  of  Freaoh 
pritateers,  and  engaged  in  a  war  with  the  enc- 
niies  of  France,  to  compel  the  furrender  of  an 
acknowledged  right,  becaufe  its  exercife  happens 
to  be  ineonTenient  to  her ;  when  we  ihall  liave 
done  all  this,  what  will  be  gained  ?  Will  Fiance 
then  reftrain  her  privateers,  reilore  our  prO|>erty^ 
andrefpediovrfew  remaining  rights?  Ko!  Sh- 
promifes  no  fuch  thing;  ihe  requires  all  '^is  to 
be  done  as  a  preliminary,  and  when  it  is  dc  ne>  fhe 
will  then  hear  what  we  have  tb  fay,  and  will  fig' 
nifytQUs  herfbrther  pleafurc.  -j^.  -:^.^-i^:,,/^,^^ 


AAri^  are  the  people  «f  America,  who  onoe  gc-, 
nccouily  rcfolved  to  maintain  their  independence, 
or  dia  in  the  lail  ditch,  are  you,  my  fellow  citi- 
aens,  whofe  blood  has  often  flowed  in  the  caufe 
pf  your  country,  prepared  for  this?  Are  you 
prepared  to  lay  your  country  pr'^;  ate  at  the  feet 
of  France  ?  Are  you  prepared  to  put  your  courts 
under  the  controul  of  her  agents,  violate  youf 
conilitution  at  her  orders,  and  tafiiely  allow  her 
minifler,  under  the  pretence  of  watching  over  the 
execution  of  a  treaty,  and  of  inforcing  the  laws  of 
licuorality,  to  over-rule  the  legiflature,  didlatc  to 
the  Prefident,  and  alTume  the  abfolute  diredlion 
^f  ^uraiFairs?  If  you  be  thus  prepared,  which 
X  will  pever  believe  till  I  fee  it,  I  freely,  nay 
^j[^u4fy,  declare  to  you  that  I  am  not,  and  that 


[.    «6    J 

ray  voice  (hall  never  fan6:ion  this  furrender  of 
our  rights  and  independence.  Sooner  would  I 
fee  eycry  fh'p  funk,  every  town  in  alhes, ,  and 
dcvaftation  once  more  fpread  from  one  end  of  oar 
cbaft  to  thcothcr..    „  ,..  ,^  ..  .y.^,.r^^£^:'^-.^  .:..,, 


.^  .^,^■  ,.^, 


V  •  r:t 


.  With  the  lofs  of  thefe  things  we  might  retain 
our  foil,  our  hands,  our  courage,  our  indepen*' 
dent  fpirit,  and  our  conilitution  ;  and  we  ihould 
be  a  nation  ftill.  Induilry  would  again  give  us 
Ihips  and  towns  ;  again  might  commerce  gladden 
our  i^orts,  and  agriculture  fmile  over  our  land; 
and  our  children  poffefling  in  peace  and  honour, 
the-  bleffings  which  with  fo  many  facrifices,  we 
had  purchafed,  might  proudly  look  on  our  graves, 
and  fay,  "  theffe  were  our  fathers.**  But  inde- 
pendence once  loft,  is  moft  rarely  regained : 
Such  is  the  condition  of  our  nature,  that  a  na- 
tion once  fallen,  once  reduced  under  a  fore'*gn 
rule,  moft  rarely  rifes  again ;  and  where  its  fall 
proceeds,  as  in  our  cafe  it  muft,  not  from  its 
want  of  means,  but  its  want  of  courage  to  ufe 
them,  from  its  pufillanimity,  its  intrinfic  weaknefs 
of  charader,  it  is  deftined  never  mofe  to  (hake 

Iv  But  it  may  be  faid,  is  not  this  pifiJure  exagge- 
rated ?  Gari  it  be  fuppofed  that  France,  evea- 
Ihould  we  yield  to  her  prefent  demands,  would 
attempt  to  pulh  thus  far  her  abufe  of  our  coa- 
ceflions  ?  jM-v  i  ,:,•  'vj;  '* ■  j.;;-,^  ij*;3i..«s£i -'^:5-?;^ijt ^jHte-v/.* 
^vix  ^:.i^'  ^w^  iu&  iiy.!$^iis^':x<l  ^s55K'^-'»^'||P3::<Jirj^ 


« 


•,V>;. 
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'    '?'' "PP^ffiona  of  W 'It''' r^ '■'*''*  ""« 
<he  weaknefs,  the  cidaTitv    ^^'  ^''^  P'"  '^^ * 

ieflbn  equally  impo^"„    *I  *^  »»y  receiv*  a 

In  the  winter  of  no^.  ,t.p       ^      *. 

-'ef  cold.  whSl::'^;^''""'' ■'>'*«   ' 
fflwched  into  Holland     n     u  """"'^"h  ice, 

"  "idft  of  war  wTcSdl        "'*'    "  ^°  'h= 
•'  »nd  allies;  it  ilunderfv  ^°"  "^  "".friends 

"  your  cou;,r^,  ;"  tlfct"'"'""' '""  ''^  '"'^' 

years  fmce  a  tyrannt  !  ^*  *""  »  fcwr    ■ 

"  you  laws  J  we  aS  ^k"^"'"'"  P«'''=ribed 
"  freedom."    I  I  ^''"^  *'■»'  ""^  ^eftore  you        ■ 


"  pendence."  '^'''^"^  '°  ^o"  your  i„de. 


C'^'^kiti': i-^>Y  Wi,,%  ,,r,.^;^^ 


••;:o';rir;i''^"^'^»"-fecured.and 


property 
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Alt  this  ^a%  vefy  friendly,  tttid  thf  Dutth  vftry 
g6<yd  naluredly  believed  it,  mons  efpeciaUy  as  th^ 
Ff 6nch  genetds,  vi^heQ  they  w«r6  approaching  tbe 
cduAtry,  had  conftantty  riepeated  the  f%me  diing^ 
They,  however,  foon  found  their  naidake^ 


f,T-Fe^' 


'  Seven  days  kfntt  thk  fit^ft  {>fotflattiatidfiv  tk» 
(ktat  £ommiffioners,  having  noHv  b'e^ii  admitted 
into  all  the  towns  With  thtiir  tlraops^  tnd  obtained 
complete  pofleffioii  of  this  tbuntfy,  publ^hed  1 
fecond,  in  which  they  **  formally  invited"  the 
Dutch  governm^t  to  furnifli  the  army,  withhi  one 
month»  with  the  lbl*lo«t^n'g  fupplii^B:  Mi,  2&<^(X> 
quintals  of  wheat;  5do,oc>bra:tioilsofha^;  «©6,^6?> 
rations  of  Rraw;  506,000  bulhels  of  c^irn;  150,0b* 
pair  of  (hoes ;  ao,coo  pair  of  booi  3 ;  20,006  coats 
and  waiftcoats ;  40,000  pair  of  breeches ;  i  5Qj«0?) 
^air  6f  pantaloons;  200,000 ftiiits ;  and  50^600 
hats  ;  and  befides  all  this,  1 2,000  oscen,  to  be  deli- 
vered in  two  months.  This  te^iuifition  they  call 
"their  «;w/V/»Wtf  intentions,"  which  they  iktter 
themfelveij  the  citizens  and  the  government  will 
fliew  ec^  lal  zeal  to  fecond,  and  in  the  execution 
whereof,  they  hope  that  "  the  flow  forms  of  or- 
"'  dinary  adminiftrat'.on,  and  all  doubts  about  the 
''  want  of  authority,  which  might  impede  the  ope- 
'*  ration,  will  be  carefully  fet  afide ;"  and  they 
give  the  Dutch  to  imderlland,  that  in  cafe  the  ar- 
ticles were  not  furnlQied,  they  (hould  be  cxafkd 
by  force.  ,•' 


t     -: 
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Mdthe  Dutch  had  opened  , Li  '  '""""y- 

they  addreffed  a  n,„  1     ^'.         °  "*'  '«'»e  day, 

.       «  the  fmaluT  d^Uv  InH  "J-^  ^  A'PPli«,*J,ho« 

winter,  took  every  th^thLl ''"""?  *« 
in  depreciated  affill„  ,!       '^  ""'"'"^'  >"<*  Paid 

forced'theDutcf  rfor»  Z'T'/"''''  "•'^^ 
;    «»fi''"'"ancewi,hth°J^^J„/ft'''.,'"''   ^ 

.  2--7--%nedo:r  x::'  To"? 

:    obliges  the  Dutch  to  cede  t„  ir  '^'  ''55-  h 

.  "  »iti«,"  two  of   helrtoft   •      *'  "  ="  '•"'^■"■ 
.    town,.  ,vith  the  adjSL  teLr!""'"'  ^'°"''" 

their  provinces;  toVSrSr'""  "/ 
.  of  war  in  that  quarter  into Th?  ^^""°"«' '"  cafe 

ftrongeftfro„de?town^    0 'Hl''°t"  °^  "'^'^ 
fou  bo^h  iu  peace  and  4  ;!     "  ^i""^  «""" 

jaf  '-Pom,togill^^„:7;-';;-p- 

f  .one  of  their  principal  rivers     *      T^'"""" 
'He.  WMn  carrying  o„  r^J^^l^^^ 


,  A 
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under  the  command  of  French  generals ;  and  final- 
ly,  to  pay  France,  as  a  further  indemnification  for 
the  expenccs  of  the  war,  one  hundred  millions  of 
liyrcs,  6qual  to  twenty  five  millions  of  dollars,  in 
caih  or  bills  of  exchange  on  foreign  countries. 

In  addition  to  this  it  has  lately  appeared  from 
the  ftatements  made  to  the  Dutch  government  by 
a  committee  of  finance,  that  for  fourteen  months 
then  laft,  the  Dutch  had  paid  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars per  month,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  twenty- 
eight  millions,  for  the  fupport  of  the  French 
armies.  To  thcfe  two  fums  add  the  value  of  the 
firft  contribution  which  was  exa6led  in  kind,  and 
they  aipounted  at  the  leafl  to  fifty-fi,ve  millions  of 
dollars,  two-thirds  of  the  whple  expences  of  our 
revolution  ;  of  this  enormous  fum  have  the  Dutch 
been  plundered  by  France,  under  the  name  pf 
amity  and  alliance,  in  lefs  than  two  years,  and  in 
addition  to  the  ii^imenfe  amount  of  afiignats  they 
have  been  forced  to  receive,  to  the  furrender  of  a 
whole  province,  of  their  five  ftrongeft  frontier 
towns,  and  of  a  principal  fea-pott,  and  to  the  em- 
ployment of  pne  half  of  their  troops  in  the  fervicc 
of  France.  \Km-^;^,  '^'■?;^'»;'-§'j-«'-'^»^'^i'^ir''^'ri!^"^^^ 

-i  In  return  for  all  this,  the  French  have  driven 
away  the  Stadholder  and  changed  the  government. 
They  have  not  fufiered  ihe  Dutch,  however,  to 
adopt  one  to  their  own  mind.  A  convention  was 
called  for  that  purpofe,  a  great  majojity  of  which 
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let 
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was  in  &vor  of  a  federal  renubl.V    -ru'    ■ 
^""g  opp^fed  tKl,  plan  ™',  The  mmority 

"■embers  ,o  Paris  ,o  o^";!  ^        r  '"""  "^  ""*'' 

*d  interfere,  a„d  ,he  „,„•„•-    ""'"^  government 
Tie  plan  of  ^'i^ XlTv""'  '°^'''*- 

:     ^^■'"i'oied.uh^"^^^ 

'  ^H^JrS^J'^^le^  iS^^^^ 

have  aI,«,dyloft  an  ttf"^  u'''  '"  ^'"''^  'hey 
°^  ?heir fleet,  and  tlJ2f;^^-f-m 

coSiSsxisr^--h.er: 

was   alledged,    that  ,liJ         ~"venuon,  and  it 

d™«.n  froi  Hd  and  all  theTn"'''"""'  '''«'  "»' 

"public,  had  a  right       S'xr  "'''•'*« 
e«juftifiedthemfelv.sbvfn!i  Thec"'  miffion- 
have  been  ,>,^„&«  to  demain^''^,  'h"'  "  '^ould 
«>A  becaufe  in    hat  If      .'"'''"  =°'"'"'°''» 
ha-e  been  driven  to^^^^i^  "'^  ^""^^  '"ight     ;  . 

'fie  names  of  th*.  ^„^    • 

^-  '""'e«c  .n/lt/^'^'^'"-" -"•  ">  J'"""  arc     :V 
^«".  in  Which  ,h.y  av„;'  .J^S'.  '''"-"'''  Pubiifl,ed  a       ■ 

t  See   the  reoorr  ma^-  ..  .. 


•'*;. 


t    7*    ] 

',  Thus  we  fee  openly  ayow«d  and  approved;  tbe 
fyftc'Q  of  coaxing  a  nation  into  theirpowMjUjfditfV 
-th^  pretence  of  rendering  it  fervict;s,»  a^s4  thtii 
^flunderinq  and  opprefling  it  without  boutids  <>r 
r^morfe,  under  pretence  of  receiving  ttwaAU'% 
thofe^  fervices  :  and  this  hy  a  goT«rnmcnt  which 
.h^8  talked  to  us  of  our  psrSduous  mutrnHty.. 


m'' 


»  .       -Jk..' 


W'khoiit  entering  into  fc  miautc  a  detail  rc- 
fpcwtrng  Efclgiurn,itwill  be  fufficieiit  to  flate,  *><  it 
!ti» »  Fraach  entered  this  unfortunate  country  under 
repeatec  and  iolemn  promifeS  of  protcftion  and 
fr.<,^ecic  i^!  i  no  fooner  had  they  obtained  poifeffion 
hv  thefucceCs  of  their  arm*  and  the  favour  of  the 
inhabitants,  who  were  foolifti  enough  to  confide  in 
their  pvop^ifes,  than  they  put  every  article  of  pro- 
perty which  could  be  of  ufe  to  their  armies  into 
requifition,  and  compelled  the  people  to  receive 
payment  in  deprec'ated  affignats  at  par.  They 
next  levied  immanfe  pecuniary  contributionis  on  all 
the  towns ;  they  ordered  meafures  to  be  taken  for 
compelling  the  people  to  .exchange  their  nioney 
for  affignats  at  par*.  They  placed  the  country 
under  the  government  of  military  conimiffibners : 


..*• 


Carnot,  February  i8,  1795,  in  which  this  whole  affair  ir 
fiated,  and  tlic  means  of  refiftance  that  Holland  might  have 
ufed,  had  (lie  been  affailed  under  any  other  appearances 
than  vhofe  of  "fraternity,"  areably  poii  t -^  .;ut. 


tions  t' 


le  l!)ecrce  0/  December  - 
li,:  commiifionerSj  dated  J- 


I  •    ^    Av.^  fhc  inftruc- 
^   8,  1793.: 
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<  finding  that  a  majority  of  the  conventions,  which 
they  had  affembled  under  the  pretence  of  making 
the  people  free,  were  adverfe  to  their  views,  they 
diifolved  thefe  conventions  by  force,  though 
"freely  chofen  by  the  people,  and  this  for  the 
exprefs  purpofe,  to  ufe  the  words  of  one  of  their 
comniiflioners  *  in  the  account  of  his  proceed- 
ings, *«  of  raifmg  up  the  minority,  and  deflroy- 
>'  ing  or  counter-balancing  the  power  of  an  anii 
**  patriotic  majority"  d 


Having  thus  afforded  "  liberty  and  protection" 
to  the  Belgians,  having  thus  ^'  broken  their  chains, 
andreleafed  them  from  the  yoke  of  their  anci- 
ent tyrants,"  they  proceeded  to  feize  and  con- 
fifcate,  for  their  own  ufe,  the  whole  property  of 
the  clergy  in  Belgium,  to  the  amount  of  more 
than  two  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars. 


<e 


It 


>.7  -iV 


'Tibe   military  government  and  contributions 

.^    levied  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  flill  go  on  in 

i|  this  liberated  country,  for  the  gazettes  have  lately 

^,..  informed  us  of  parties  of  horfe  being  fent  to  feize 

the  provifions  of  fuch  farmers  as  neglefted  to  bring 

them  in  at  the  orders  of  the  commiffioners. 


0^ 


■^ 


J  It  msy  alfo  be  ufeful  to'  coniider  the  example  <i( 
liaiy,  to  ibe  people  of  which,  the  French  when 
they  invati^:J  it,  alfo  promifed  liberty;  they  even 


«■ 


Pubiicola  Chaufaidf. 
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carried  on  for  fome  time  the  farce  of  a  convention, 
at  which  General  Buonaparte  fent  one  of  hts  offi- 
cers with  a  detachment  of  troops  to  prefide.  Hav- 
ing, by  thefe  means,  inticed  thefe  fimpie  people  to 
aiEftthem  againft  their  own  government,  they  have 
iatdy  in  their  treaty  with  the  Pope  ftipulated,  that 
thefe  provinces  which  belonged  to  him,  Ihall  not 
be  made  free,  but  be  tfded  to  France*  In  the 
meaa.time  they  plundered  the  churches  and  the 
cities,  ftript  the  country,  to  which  they  had  pro- 
raifed  freedom,  of  ics  wealth,  by  enormous  contri- 
butions, and  compelled  the  militia  to  join  their  ' 
armies.  Befides  the  territory  which  they  com-  ^ 
pelled  the  Pope  to  relinquiHi,  they  exacted  from 
him  upwards  of  fix  millions  of  dollars,  and  many 
of  his  moft  valuable  efFcfts,  and  forced  him  to 
receive  a  French  garrifon  into  one  of  his  fea-port 
towns.  ,        ,; 


Thus  it  is  that  France  deals  with  countries 
which  (he  can  intice  or  compel  into  her  grafp. 
Lee  us  fee  how  (he  ads  towards  fuch  as  are 
wiping  and  able'  to  refill.  . 

The  Swifs  being  neighbours  to  France,  and 
having  refolved,  according  to  their  ufual  policy,  to 
ret^iiain  neuter  in  the  prefent  war,  <he  early  began 
as  (he  has  done  in  our  cafe,  to  clafhi  the  right  of 
(Jireding  their  affairs  under  the  pretence  of  enforc- 
ing the  obfervance  of  treaties,  and  of  the  laws  of 
imttrality.  The  Swifs,  as  we  have  done,  for  a 
long  time,  bore  with  her  through  a  love  of  peice, 


,  i>>'.< 


wfe' 
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but  llin,  though  in  the  mildeft  terms,  repelled  her    ' 
;|>retenfions.    £ipbo}dened  by  this  moderatibn  on 
their  psfft,  and  by  feerping  compliances  into  which' 
they  had  been  led  by  their  anxiety  to  avoiti  a 
quarrel,  (he  increafed  in  her  demands,  and  at 
length  formally  required  them  to  drive  from  their 
territory  the  numerous  French  emigrants  who  had 
taken  refuge  there,  and  were  reiiding  peaceably 
Under  the  protefiion  of  their  laws.    The  afylum 
granted  by  them  to  thefe  unfortunate  exiles,  de- 
prived of  their  all,  .and  haunted  by  the  implacable 
vengeance  of  France  from  country  to  country, «< 
was  declared  by  her  to  be  "  a  breach  of  neutra;'  " 
lity."    The  Swifs  refolved  not  to  yield  this  effen-  ?' 
tial  point  of  their  fovereignty,  but  unwilling  to<*'-" 
refufe  direftly,  for  fome  time  evaded  the  n't-  «^ 
tcrj  France  perlifted,  called  ^hcir  evafions,  "  ou:    ' 
"  rageous  and  ridiculous  delay ;"    aiked  them 
how  they  '*  dared  to  hold  a  condufl  fo  reprchen- 
**  fible,"  and  demanded  without  delay,  "  a  frank 
^*  and  amicable"  explanation,  which  might  dif- 
pel  her  doubts,  and  redore  "  their  (late  to  her 
"  Icntimentsof  goodwill***        -  ^^i,^':^¥  i«^ - 

i<y  The  Swifs  made  a  firm  reply,  marked  howev ' ; 
with  great  moderation,  and  fhewing  a  wiftiflill  to 
evade  the  quedion,  rather  than  give  adiredand 
pointed  refiifel.^^^  h:'J^vm^  >;  .  -lu,  f;i^pi^^m" 


:aa 
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.^•^'■i'j^  ^^^.- ^Wl'i^j'  • '' 


*  V  the  letter  of  Barthelemi,  the  French  miniftcr,   to 
\hc  s   i:.on  of  Bazle,  May  9,  1796. 
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But  this  did  not  fati&fy  Franee :  ih«  r^tuine^  Hi 
the  charec.     Her  minifter   tcUs  the  Swiff,  "  I 

"  conce!i\  U  u"  duty,  agreeable  to  my  INSTI^W- 
**  TT  :*s's,  tr-     que/l  tormally  from  you,  that  you 
"  M  ill  baniih  from  your  territory  all  cjefcriptiofts 
**  of  thofe  (1  rangers  fo  dangerous  to  the  tranquiUty 
**  of  France  and  of  Switzerland,  as  well  tbofe 
**  whom,  ^falfepity  ^ra..  uiw.orto  tolerat«4»  as  thofe 
"  who  may  hereafter  take  refuge  there*    Tbcy 
*'  cannot  any  longer  prolong  their  Oay  there,  wilh' 
"  out  injuring  that  confidence  which  ought  to  fub- 
"  fift  between  two  nations,  one  of  which  cannot 
grant  an  afyium  to  the  enenaies  of  the  other, 
without  eifentially  afie£^ing  the  duties  of  neu- 
trality. The  dircdlory  demands  and  expert  from 
your  friendfliip,  that  Unening  only  to  your  true 
and  folid  interefl:s,  you  will  drive  fro.i  among 
you  the  emigrants  and  French  priefts. — Your 
wifdom  will  appreciate  the  extreme  and  prijfmg 
importance  of  this  re  ^aeft."*  ^f^  ',«•"»  ^  r^-'  ♦  -^ 

-.,..        .      -  :  ,*,-..■.        J*  .        »»  ■  ..-ji.        *  **i   W  .  ?ir,  .  .  i''«  ^:-*^4*!  *# 

^  The  Swifs,  ho«v«ver,  were  refolved  to  judge 

,     themil' ves  cT  what  "  heir  true  and  folid  iutereds" 

required ;  and  finding  that  moderation  only  invited 

new  inful- :,  and  that  there  ^vas  nothing  left  for 

.,   them  but  to  fubmit,  or  firmly  and  olainly  affert 

-    their  rights,  they  rep'"'  I  that  they  therofeivcs  were 

the  judges  of  th    'ntercds  of  their  country;  that 

they  were  defirc  u»  uf    voiding  offence  to  France 
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"  See  Barthelemi's  letter  of  June  25,  1796. 
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and  liad  ^ven  Aoht ;  that  thofe  emigrants  and 
pricfts  wete  peaqeabk  exiles,  whofe  misfbrtunen 
as  well  at  their  virtues  and  good  condud,  gave 
them  a  claim  to  the  afylum  which  they  had  re- 
ceived in  the  Swifs  territory :  that  far  from  plotting  \ 
againft  the  intereils  of  France,  as  (he  had  alledged^  - 
thefe  exiles  were  honedly  and  peaceatbly  labouring 
for  their  bread :  that  they  had  received  in  Swit«\: 
zerland  the  rights  of  hofpitality,  which  no  duty 
'^f  ft  neutral  nati  n  forbid  it  to  grant,  and  that 
in  thefe  rights  the  Swifs  were  refolred,  at  all  ha- 
zards, to  protect  them.*       •  ; -^i    n.  .v ......  *«*. 


•>•> 
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This  reply  put  an  end  to  the  difpute ;  France 
per  eiving  that  the  Swifs  were  refolved  not  toi 
yield,  and  that,  confidering  their  warlike  charac- 
ter and  the  fituation  of  their  country,  an  attempt 
to  force  them  would  be  attended  with  hazard  and 
'  fEculty,  ilie  wifely  determined  to  give  up  the 
point.  The  emigrantt  remained  ;  and  after  all 
this  bluftering,  (he  left  the  Swifs  quietly  to  ma- 
nage their  own  affairs. 


■  r*i* 


From  thefe  various  examples,  my  lellow  citi- 
zens, we  may  learn  the  confequences  to  be  ey-* 
peeked  from  fubmifTion,  and  from  refiftacce ;  wc 
may  learn  that  to  make  the  conceillons  now 
demanded,  would  only  embolden  her  in  new  re- 


i^i  ;■•. -ii  (*! 
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*  See  their  rrply  5n  the  Gazette  of  the  United  States  of 
September  ai,  17^6. 
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quifuions,  to  be  conftantly  extended  in  propoi'- 
tion  as  we  (hould  betray  a  difpofition  to  yield ; 
whereas  the  true  and  only  method  of  re pelUog  or 
prevrnting  aggreilion,  is  to  (hew  by. our  condud^ 
that  vfe  are  refolyed,  at  all  hazards,  to  maintain . 
the  exclufive  and  uncontroqled  diredion  of  our 
own  affairs.  Before  (he  will  defift  from  her  attemp|r9 
we  mult  convince  her  that  in  this  refolution  we 
are  (irm  and  united.    Till  then,  (he  will  continue- 
to  require  from  us,  as  (he  now  does,  the  facrifice 
of  our  inter eds  and  felf-government  at  the  (hnnp/- 
of  her  own  ambition.      ,  .,;  ,.,i,  ,:,vjv.i^:,w  .  .|-i*« 

A.    • 

And  what  are  the  titles  whereby  (lie  claims  this 
facrifice?  She  claims  it  from  our  juftice,  and  our 

gratitude.   ■,;._,.,.  ..,;_;•_   -J.v;  j;^.:::V;^;.,.j^J'  ;vu«}    <wi?f*^. 

"^    Her  claims  on  our  juftice,  reft  upon  the  ftipu- 
lations  of  treaties,  and  the  duties  of  neutrality. . 
Thefe  have  already  been  examined,  and  it  has 
appeared  how  far  they  are  from  fupporting  her 
pretenfions.  '.  ,.   ..i;U'^S'0;^a«i0;,:s^gsi'A 

But  our  gratitude,  we  are  told,  forms  a  ftronger 
tie,  and  refts  on  foundations  ftill  more  facred.. 
She  proudly  holds  up  to  our  view  her  a(riftance  in     , 
our  ftruggle  for  independence ;  her  commercial^ 
benefits,  conferred  in  the  prefent  v/ar ;  and  the.    ' 
religious  punctuality  wherewith,  as  (he  alferts,  her 
ftipulations  in  the  treaty  with  us  have  been  ful- 
filled.    On  thefe  is  founded,  according  to  her,  a  -■ 


'I 
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debt  of  gratitude,  which  nothing   lefs  than  our 
independence  can  pay.  ■•,  >'^ 

Again  and  again  (he  has  reminded  us  that  to  her 
vrc  are  indebted  for  the  poffeflion  of  our  freedom : 
again  and  again  has  ihe  recalled  her  fervices  to  our 
recollediion,  and  upbraided  us  with  our  ingrati- 
tude :  again  and  again  has  fhe  repeated  her  claim 
to  iinbounded  compliance  with  her  wilhes,  as  the 
return  for  her  affiftance.     Thefe  pretenfionat  at 
firft  were  urged  with  fpme   degree  of  modefty. 
The  inftrudlioiis  to  Mr.  Genet  go  no  further  than 
to  alledge,  "  that  the  French  nation  contributed 
"  to  acquire  our  independence,  as  the  juft  price 
"  whereof  we  ought  to  fubmit  to  engagements 
"  that   might  appear  burthenfome."     But  Mr. 
^enet  foon    after  told   us,  "  that   France  had 
'*  eftablifhed  our  freedom,  and  that  gratitude  re- 
**  quired   us   to    yield-  to  his   demands."     Mr. 
Adet  declares  that  France  "  who  wrought  and 
''  guaranteed  our  independence,  at  a  time  when, 
'*  as  the  price  of  it  (he  might  have  granted  us 
"  conditions  lefs  liberal."     And  at  the   conclu- 
(ion  of  .that,  long  lid*  of  complaints,  which  are 
founded  on  pretentions  fo  inadmifTable  and  ex- 
travagant, he  declares   that  our  Government,  in 
refufing  to  yield  to  them  "  has  fet  afide  ilie  du- 
"  ties   of  gratitude,  as  if  ingratitude  was  a  duty 
"  of  Governments."    ;    v-^^ '-v^^j^^iils  ijtt&iiayj 


;•«-■  t,t 


To  crown  the  whole,  the  diretlory^,  in  a  public 
fpeech   to  our  late  m.inifter  at  Paris,    expreiTed 
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ibeirhojje,  "  tbat  the  Americans  ptoud  d£thciir 
"  liberty,  would  never  forget  that  they  owe  itJp 
*'  France" 


In  the  afFairs  of  private  life  it  is  a  rule  thati  to 
be  upbraided  with  benefits  received  very  much  im-, 
pairs  the  obligation  they  create  j  and  that  to  d«-i 
mand  a  reward  for  what  was  conferred  as  a  favor, 
changes  the  obligation  of  gratitude  into  a  debt  by 
contradJ.     The  debt  in  this  cafe  muft  be  weighed 
in  the  fcale  of  ftrid  juftice,  or  meafured  by  the' 
extent  of  prccile  ftipulations.       .    .       ,.     ,  .  ^o.i' 


ff- 
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As  to  ftipulations,  there  are  none  which  can' 
warrant  the  demands  of  France  ;  for  in  that  very 
treaty  whereby  the  afliftance  fo  boafted   of  was' 
furniihed,  it   is  exprefsly  declared,  "  that  eachi 
party  being  refolved  to  fulfil  on  its  own  pjfft;^ 
the  claufes  and  conditions  of  the  prefent  treaty 
**  of  alliance,  according   to  its  own  power  and 
"  circumftances,  there  Ihall  be  no  afterclaim  of 
"  compenfation  on  the  one  fide  or  the  otter.'* 
The  only  benefit  ftipulated  for  France,  was.  our- 
guarantce  of  her  iCands ;  but  this  ftipulation,  which 
was   to  take  effed  only  when  France   ihould  be 
engaged  in  a  defenjive  war,  does  not  operate  in 
this  cafe ;  becaufe  in  the  prefent  war  fhe  is  clearly 
the  aggreflbr :  and  of  this  fhe  is  fo  fenfible,  that 
amidft  all  her  extravagant  demands,  fhe  h^5  never 
called  on  us  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  guarantee.     ■- 
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of  jufticCj  muft  be  regulated  by  two  confidera- 
tions  ;  what  the  ferviges  were  fairly  worthy,  and 
what  the  parties  at  the  time^  may  be  fuppofed  ^9 
have  tacitly  contemplated  as  the  price.  But  can 
any  poflible  fervice  be  worth  our  independence  ; 
oothing  lefs  than  which  France  demands  ?  Ought 
we  in  juftice  to  make  her  this  return,  even  if,  as 
flie  pretends,  fhe  had  befiowed  this  independence  ? 
Can  it, be  fuppofed,  that  when  the  fervices  were 
rendered,  Ihe  ever  expected,  or  we  would  ever 
have  confented,  that  this  ihould  be  contidered  as 
their  price  ?  What  in  that  cafe  fhould  we  have 
gained  by  our  feven  years  ftruggle,  by  the  de* 
ftrudion  of  our  property,  by  the  devaftation  of 
our  country,  by  the  long  toils  and  the  blood  of 
our  citizens,  and  by  our  debt  of  feventy  millions 
of  dollars  ?  We  ihould  have  gained  not  freedom, 
but  a  change  of  mailers;  and  whether  a  change 
for  the  better,  let  Holland,  Belgium,  and  Italy 
bear  witnefs,      ,  „      -.  . 
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But  is  it  true  that  France  gave  us  independ- 
ence ?  Let  us  appeal  to  dates  and  to  her  own'  af- 
fertions  for  an  anfwer  to  the  queilion.  > 

Let  us  afk  at  what  time  fhe  concluded  this  al- 
liance, to  which  flie  fays  we  are  indebted  for  our 
fuccefs  ?  At  what  time  fhe  rendered  this  affiflance, 
by  which  fhe  10  confidently  affirms,  that  our  in- 
dependence was  'maintained  ?  It  was  in  the  year 
1778,  after  we  had  fupported  the  war  three  years 
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by  our  own  forces ;  after  we  had  captured  Bar* 
goyne*s  army  i  afrer  the  Englifh,  convinced  of 
their  inability  to  fubdue  us,  had  offered  us  cvcty 
thing  we  afked,  except  independence :  it  was  tf' 
ter  we  having  declared  our  independence,  knd 
i'iilly  affured  of  being  able  to  fupport  it^  had  una- 
nimoufly  re^ufed  to  Uften  to  their  offers. 
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Before  thefe  events,  and  while  the  conteft  was 
yet  doubtful,  (he  had  conftantly  refufed  to  form 
an  alliance,  or  to  grant  us  affiftance.  She  allow- 
ed us  indeed  to  purchafe  arms  and  ammunition 
from  her  merchams  ;  but  for  thefe  we  paid,  and 
with  thefe  we  were  furniOied  by  the  merchants  of 
other  nations  alfo. 


..  ,..j  ,.-  » 


This  is  the  teftimony  of  dates  and  fa^ls  ;  tedU 
mony  written  on  the  plains  of  Saratoga,  and  be- 
hind the  bread- works  of  Bunker's  Hill. 

But  what  is  the  tedimony  of  her  own  declara- 
tions ? 

After  the  treaties  of  alliance  and  commerce  be- 
came known  to  England,  fhe  publiihed  a  mani- 
fefto  in  juftification  of  the  war,  which,  on  ac« 
count  of  thofe  treaties  flic  had  rcfolved  to  wage 
againft  France.  1  he  French  court  gave  a  public 
anfwer  to  this  manifeflo,  in  which  it  vindicated 
its  own  condud,  and  juftified  the  treaties,  on  the 
exprefs  ground,  that  the  United  iStates  had  alrea- 
dy npt  only  declared,  but  ejiablijhed  their  tndc 
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of 


pendence,  when  the  treaties  were  concluded.  The ' 
suiCwer  afTerts,  *'  that  the  capture  of  Burgoyne 
•*-  overthrew  the  plan  which  England  had  laid  fot 
•?-  the  redu^ionof  her  colonies  ;*'  that  "England 
"  had  become  unable  to  fubdue  her  colonies  j** " 
that  "  on  the  6th  of  February,  1778,  the  dateof- 
"  the  treaties,  the  Americans  were  in  iht  full  and 
*y  public  poffeifion  of  their  independence :  that  the 
**  colonies  had  eiiablifhed  their  independence,  not 
only  by  a  folemn  declaration,  but  alfo  in  fad, 
and  had  fuppoTted  it  againft  all  the  efforts  of  the 
•*  mother  country  j"  that  "  England  had  dif- 
phyed  her  power  to  chaftf  fe  the  Americans^  and 
reduce  them  by  conqueil,  but  that  the  refult  of 
'<  all  her  cfibrts  had  been  to  demonflrate  to  Ame> 
••  rica,  to  Europe,  and  to  England  herfelf,  her 
**  impotency,  and  the  impojftbiiity  of  her  e'ver  bring- 
**  ing  the  Americans  again  under  the  yoke." 
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And  yet  we  are  now  told  by  France,  that  {he 
gave  us  our  independence ! 
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AfEftance  indeed  (he  did  give  us,  though  not 
our  independence  \  and  all  the  world  knows  how 
fondly,  Low  proudly,  we  have  always  acknow- 
ledged the  obligation.  All  the  world  knows  with 
what  religious  reverence,  with  what  heartfelt  gra- 
titude, we  have  Ihut  our  eyes  to  the  motive, 
while  we  looked  only  at  the  act.  All  the  world 
knows  how  much  delighted  we  have  been  to  for- 
ger that  France  was  an  interefted  alTociate,  and  to 
iy  as  a  generous^  a  magnanimous 
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benefa&or.  With  what  pain  it  ii  that  we  find 
ourfelves  obliged,  by  her  reiterated  reproaches, 
to  abaqdon  this  voluntary,  this  pleafing  deluGon  ? 
With  what  pain  do  we  fee  ourfelves  compelled, 
by  her  taunting  recalls  to  recolledlion  of  fervices 
which  fhe  fays  we  have  forgotten,  to  draw  alide 
the  veil,  and  expofe  to  the  world  and  to  ourfelves, 
the  obje^  for  which  we  always  knew  that  thofc 
fervices  were  rendered ! 


■'  Her  obje^s  were  to  exhauft  and  divide  the 
Britiih  empire,  by  fomendng  and  fupporting  the 
quarrel  between  the  colonies  and  the  mother 
country ;  and  then  to  gratify  her  refentment  and 
exalt  her  own  power,  by  feizing  the  moment  of 
weaknefs,  to  humble  and  reduce  her  moft  formi- 
dable  and  her  moft  dreaded  rival.  To  eflfed  this 
object,  flic  did  not  wifli  the  colonies  to  become 
*  independent,  but  to  be  reduced,  after  a  long 
flruggle :  bccaufc,  in  that  cafe,  both  their  refour- 
ces  and  thofe  of  England  would  be  the  moft  com- 
pletcly  exhauiled.  For  the  pro6f  of  this  pofition, 
we  appeal  once  more  to  her  own  teftiniony. 

Nothing  is  better  known  than  that  the  pride  of 
France  never  received  fo  deep  a  wound  as  at  the 
peace  of  1763.  It  was  by  that  p^ace,  that  after  a 
war,  in  which  her  power  in  the  four  quarters  of 
the  globe  had  funk  under  the  arms  of  Britain, 
guided  at  that  time  by  the  genius  of  the  elder  Pitt, 
Ihe  found  herfelf  obliged  to  fubfcribe  to  terms 
which  her  ftatefmen.  her  warriors,  and  her  writers. 
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have  never  ceafed  to  rrprob^tte  and  lament.  She 
tried  every  means  to  recruit  her  (Irength  ;  fought 
to  fortify  herfelf  every  where  by  new  alliancf s ; 
and  waited,  with  impatience,  for  the  moment 
when  circumftances  might  enable  her  to  renew, 
the  combat,  with  better  omens  of  fuccefs.  This 
moment  Oie  faw  approach  in  the  quarrel  which 
broke  out  in  1775,  between  Great  Britain  and 
her  colonies  :  and, (he  immediately  took  into  con- 
fideration  how  the  opportunity  might  beft  be  im- 
proved. This  was  the  fubje^  of  her  moft  anxious 
care,  of  the  moft  profound  deliberations  of  her 
wifeft  ftatejfmcn, . 
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The  refult  of  thefe  deliberations  may  be  feen 
in  a  piece  drawn  up  in  April  1776,  by  Mr.  Tur- 
got,  at  that  time  one  of  the  minifters  of  Louis  the 
iixteenth,  and  intitled,  "Reflexions  upon  the 
manner  in  which  France  and  Spain  ought  to 
regard  the  confequences  of  the  quarrel  between 
**  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies.'*  In  this  piece, 
which  Mr.  Turgot  declares  to  be  entirely  con- 
formable to  the  opinions  of  Mr.  de  Vergennes, 
it  is  declared,  that  the  event  the  "  mod  defirable 
for  the  interefts  of  the  two  crowns  (France  and 
Spain)  would  be  the  redudion  of  the  colonies 
again  under  the  yoke  of  England."  The,  rea- 
fon  alligned  for  this  opinion  is  extremely  ftriking, 
and  unveils  moft  completely  the  fyftem  of  the  Mf 
French  policy.  "  If  the  colonics  ihould  not  br 
**  reduced  till  after  the  ruin  of  all  thei*  resources, 
"  England  would  Ic^e  the  advantages  which,  ft^f. 
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**  hti  hitherto  drawn  from  them,  not  only  for.  the 
**  augmentation  of  her  commerce  in  time  of  peace, 
**  but  in  the  ufc  of  their  forces  in  time  of  war. 
If,  on  thie  contrary,  the  colonies^ould  be/ubw 
dued  without  the  dcitrudion  of  xhfcir  weahh 
**  and  their  population,  they  would  preferve  alfo 
their  courage  and  their  dcfire  of  independence, 
and  England  would  be  compelled  to  employ  part 
of  her  forces  in  preventing  a  new  revolt.** 

"^    l.hus  we  fee  that  thefc  generous  bencfa^ors  dc- 
fired  nothing  fo  much  as  the  deftru^lioo  of  all  our^- 
refources,  and  ev«n  of  our  population,   by  a  tedi- 
ous and  bloody  conteft  ;  and  then  our  final  rcduc<*>  * 
tion  under  the  yoke  of  coir  former  maders.    • 
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To  cfFeft  this  plan,  to  enable  us  to  make  this 
long  rcfiftance,  by  which  our  wealth  and  popu- 
lation were  to  be  deftroyed,  Mr.  Turgot  advifes,  ' 
**  that  France  flioiild  furnifh  us,  by  means  of  the  : 
"merchants,  with  the  warlike  ftores,  and  evcaf 
**  with  the  money,  which  we  might  be  in  need  • 
"  of  J  but  without  abandoning  her  own  neutrali- 
**  ty,  or  affording  any  dircd  affiftance.**     This 
he  faid  was  by  no  means  to  be  avoided  ;  becaufe 
it  would  involve  France  in  the  war  ;  who,  with- 
out  remaining  in  peace  herfelf,  could  not  reap, 
all   the  expcdcd  advantages  from  the  we?k  and  f 
ruined  flate  whereto  England  and  the  colonics 
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^^ Another  reafon,  and  in  his  opinion  a  deciiiTe 
one,  forjavoiding  war,  or  even  the  appearance  of 
it,  he  declares  to  be  **  the  tendency  which  the 
**  one  or  the  other  would  have  to  bring  about  a 
**  reconciliation  between  the  colonies  and  the 
*'  nliother  country,  and  thus  expofe  France  to  the 
**  danger  which  (he  mofl  dreaded  ;"  that  is,  the 
danger  of  their  fpeedy  reunion,  with  undiminiih* . 
cd  forces.  "J 
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And  finally,  the  better  to  accompliih  this  plan, 
he  recommends  the  adoption  of  meafures  "  for 
obtaining  exad  information^iof  all  that  pafled 
in  the  colonies;  without,  however,  giving  room 
to  fufpedt  that  France  had  there  any  dired:  or 
**  authorifed  agent."* 

-:    ^       -         '      r  •  ■      ■     .  ,  "  '■    '     ^        •'      .   ■■      .1     '■ 
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The  tendency  of  this  plan  to  weaken  and  re- 
duce the  power  of  England  is  eafily  feen ;  but  I 
cannot  find  in  it  the  Icaft  trace  of  'good  faith,  or 
good  will,  towards  the  colonies ;  much  leis  of  a 
wifli  to  promote  their  profperity,  or  eftablifli  their 
independence.  The  very  contrary  indeed  is  ex- 
prefely  declared.  ,       .-. 

That  this  plan,  contrived  by  Turgot  and  Ver- 
gennes,  was  afterwards  adopted  by  the  French 
government,  is  perfeflly  well  known  ;  not  only 

•  This  piece  of  Mr.  Turgot  was  found,  with  many  other 
fccret  date-papers,  in  the  Cabinet  of  Louia  Sixteentht  and  afttr 
hu  death  w»s  publiih^d  by  th«  ConvetMipn. 
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from  the  power  which  thofe  two  minifteri  tlien, 
ahd  for  a  long  time  after,  enjoyed  in  France,  but  . 
from  the  conduct  of  the  government  and  its  ex- 
prefs  declarations.  In  March  1784,  we  find  M. 
dc  Vergennes,  in  a  memoir  addreffcd  to  Louis 
the  fixtecnth,  on  the  conduft  obferved  by  the 
French  governLient  towards  other  powers,  re- 
minding him,  **  that  his  majefty,  provoked  by  the 
**  violence  and  injuftice  of  England,  had  enri-' 
•*  ployed  himfelf  ferioufly  about  the  means,"  of 
doing  what  ?  OS  efl:abli(hing  the  independence  of 
the  colonics  ?  No  :  but*  **  of  reprefling  the  pride, 
and  ambition  of  that  enterprifilng  nation,  and 
of  preventing  the  revolution  which  had  broken 
out  in  North  America,  from  turning  to  the 
prejudice  of  France ;  for  which  vieiv  a  negotia* 
tion  had  already  been  commenced  with  the 
United  States,  when  the  unexpe<5led  death  of 
"  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  called  his  attention  to 
"  the  affairs  of  Germany."  ' 

i>        ,,.■.         i,r»-<     »■*  «.        «  w  ■    4  .•     r 

Thus  when  the  king  and  his  miniller  come  to 
talk  over  the  matter  in  private,  where  men  tell 
the  truth  without  difguifc,  they  explain  the  true 
motives  of  their  conduct.  We  find  that  they 
were  aduated  hot  by  good  will  to  the  Americans, 
but  by  refentment  againft  England  ;  not  by  a 
wifli  to  promote  the  advantage  of  America,  but 

*  This  memoir  of  M.  de  Vergennes,  was  another  of  the 
pieces  found  among  the  private  papers  of  Louis  tlie  fix- 
teenth.  ''•  ''  ■  '.    '■     "'"'■  -* 
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to  repreft  the  pride  and  ambition  of  England  ; 
and  that  it  was  for  this,  and  not  to  fecure  our 
indepek^  tv  Qce,  that  the   negotiation   was   ^om- 

It  is  indeed  perfectly  well  known  that  until  they 
heard  of  the  capture  of  Burgoyne,  and  the  conci- 
liatory offers  of  England,  the  French  government 
treated  all  our  advances  with  the  greateft  indifier 
ence ;  and  to  ufe  their  own  words  in  their  anfwer 
to  the  EngliCh  manifefto,  **  had  at  all  times  mani- 
"  fefted  a  difliketo  any  engagement  with  the  colo. 
**  nies  ;"  this  was  entirely  conformable  to  her  po- 
licy of  avoiding  the  war,  while  Britain  and  the  co- 
lonies fhould  go  on  to  exhauft  each  other  by  a  long 
firuggle,  and  a£Ford  her  an  opportunity  of  attack- 
ing them  both  afterwards  with  entire  forces.  But 
when  Burgoyne  was  taken,  and  the  Engliih  offer, 
ed  us  all  we  afked,  eyi/^pt  independence,  then 
France,  f  )r  fear  we  fliould  l .cede,  and  left  that  re- 
union which  i\t  fo  mui:h  dreaded,  fliould  take 
place,  immediately  departed  from  her  former  po- 
licy, and  concluded  a  treaty  with  us,  on  terms 
far  more  favourable  than  thofe  which  we  had  be- 
fore Xolicited  in  vain.  .     •     ,  .,_ 
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Her  reafons  for  doing  ^o,  are  very  fully  and 
ftrongly  exprefled  in  the  following  cxtradl  from 
her  anfwer  to  the  Britifh  manifefto. 
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It  is  fufEcicnt  for    *if*  juftification  of  his  ma^ 
"  icfty  that  the  cox'  \.     which  form  a  nation 
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con6d.i  oie  for  the  number  of  their  inhaW- 
tr.nts  as  well  as  for  the  extent  of  th;  ir  domi- 
nion, have  ejiabli/hed  their  independence ^  'not 
only  by  a  folemn  declaration,  but  alfo  in  faitf 
and  have  fupported  it  againft  the  efforts  of 
their  mother  country  ;  fuch  was  in  eflfe^t  the 
fituation  of  the  United  States,  when  his  majef- 
ty  began  to  negociate  with  them.  His  majefty 
had  full  liberty  of  confidering  them  as  inde- 
pendent, or  as  fubjedls  of  Great  Britain  ;  and 
he  chofe  the  firft  part,  becaufe  his  fafety^  the 
interejl  of  his  people,  invariable  policy ^  and 
above  all,  the  fecret  projedls  of  the  court  of 
London,  imperioufly  laid  him  under  the  ne« 


•*"  ccffity. 


» 


.,.!;.(; 


'>K'.o    '-^ 


"^  Tlip  an Twer  then  aflcrts,  that  the  alliance  formed 
unocr  iht  preffurc  of  this  imperious  neeejfity^  was, 
"  eventual  and  purely  defenfive  ;  not  to  take  ef- 
•*  fed  unlefs  France  fhould  be  attacked  by  the 
"  court  of  London  before  the  ccffaiionof  hoftili- 
••  tics  with  the  colonies." 

""'Thus  we  find  that  this  boafted  alliance,  to 
which  we  have  been  fo  often  and  fo  infultingly 
?old  that  we  owe  our  independence,  was  not  Ve. 
folved  on  by  France,  til)  after  (he  knew  that  our 
independence  was  in  fa^  tdabliflied ;  was  dic-^ 
tated  by  impierious  nccefllty,  and  a  regard  to  the 
/afefy  and  interefts  of  France ;  and  was  not  to  take 
eifecl  unlefs  (he  would  be  attacked  by  our 
rnemies  1 
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And  left  the  evidence  of  circumftancet  and  th* 
pointed  declarations  of  the  former  government  of 
France  on  this  fubjeft  (hould  be  doubted,  the 
republic  has  alfo  added  its  teftimony.  The  ex- 
ecutive council,  in  its  "'^ftrudl'ons  to  Mr.  Genet, 
declares,  **  that  the  n..  s  of  Louis  the  Six- 
"  teenth  thought  if  ri  ^or  France  to  hinder 
**  the  United  States  ikmg  that  political 

(lability  of  which  they  .  .e  capable  ;  becaufe 
they  would  foon  acquire  a  flrength  which  it 
was  probable  they  would  be  eager  to  abufe. 
"  The  fame  MachiaveKan  policy,"  continue  the 
inftrudions,  "  influenced  the  operations  of  the 
war  for  independence;  the  fame  duplicity  reign- 
ed over  the  negotiations  for  peace ;"  and  in  fa^l 
we  know  that  the  French  government  thwarted 
thefe  negociations  to  the  utmoft  of  its  power,  and 
firove  to-  render  the  conditions  of  the  peace, 
which  it  had  in  vain  firiven  to  prevent,  "as  difad^ 
vantageous  to  us  as  poffible,  by  depriving  us  of  the 
fiflieries,  the  wedern  country,  and  the  navigation 
of  the  MiiHilippi.  This  was  conformable  to 
their  fyftem  of  keeping  us  at  war  as  long  as  pof. 
flble,  and  leaving  us  at  the  end  of  it,  as  weak  as 
poffible. 
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Surely,  therefore,  it  may  be  expciftcd  that  we; 
{hall  at  length  ceafe  to  be  told  of  the  difinterefted 
generolity  of  France  in  eftablifhing  our  indepcQ- 
.  dence,  and  of  our  ingratitude  to  her  on  that  ac- 


count. 


i:\LC 


.->  '■•A 


U  ''-^ 


Does  her  claim  to  our  gratitude  for  commer- 
cial  favours  during  the  prefent  war  reft  on  a 
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/qundation  ?  She  has,  indeed,  opened  her.  Weft 
India  ports  to  us ;  and  of  this,  we  have  been 
again  and  again  reminded.  But  at  what  time 
was  it  done  f  At  the  time  when  (he  had  refolvcd 
to  give  up  her  commerce,  and  convert  all  her 
{hips  into  privateers  for  the  purpofe  of  deftroying 
that  of  El 
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As  the  produflions  of  her  colonies  were  of  in> 
difpenfable  ufe  to  her,  it  was  infinitely  her  inter- 
eft  that  we  ftiould  become  the  carriers  of  them  ; 
more  efpecially  as  we  were  the  only  natural  power 
.  whofe  local  fituation  and  number  of  ihips  could 
enable  it  to  effeift  tKe  obied.  \         ,    .     ,     ^,. 

^£^  Snenqped  alfo,  to  obtain  another  very  deiirea- 
tie  objc£l.  It  w^s  well  known  to  her  that  Eng- 
land claimed  a  right  to  take  the  goods  of  her 
.enemies  on  board  of  neutral  veflels.     Wlien  we 

,  fliQuld  engage  in  this  carrying  trade  between 
France  and  her  colonies,  we  (hould  of  courfe 
become  expofed  to  infinite  vexations  from  the 
exercife  of  this   right.     The  profits  of  the  trade 

,  would  tempt  us  on  one  hand,  while  the  vexations 
would  provoke  us  on  the  other  ;  anvii  by  this  dou- 
ble operation  the  great  object  of  brinr^Iug  us  into 
the  war, would  be  very  much  promoted,     France 

^  alfo  would  be  furnilhed  with  that  pretext  which 
we  find  her  now  ufing,  for  infifting  on  us  to  em- 
ploy .  what    Che   calls  efficatious  means  in  caufin^ 

-  her  property  on  board  of  our  (hips  to  be  refpeft- 

,'  ed  by  England.  If  we  (hould  fucceed,  the  pro- 
perty would  sro  free,  and  that  would  be  a  ereat 
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benefit ;  if  wc  iboald  fail,  wc  fiiould  neverthe- 
lefs  be  involved  in  the  war,  and  that  would  be  a  . 

greater ftill.    ,,,..; 


z-i-  <?{> 
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The  fweets  of  this  commerce  too,  it  was  hoJ)cd, 
wduld  entice  us  into  an  alliance  offcnfive  and 
defenfive,  for  the  purpofe  of  fccuring-it  j  and  a-:- 
cordingly  we  find  that  when  Mr.  Genet  was  in- 
truded to  draw  us  into  fuch  an  alliance,  this  was 
the  bait  which  he  was  ordered  to  employ. 

'^'.  '"  .  '  •'         ~    '  '     •         .         ■)   1 

*  Thus  it  is  manifed,  that  what  wc  are  now  up-    ,  :•! 

braided  with  as  a  generous  and  ufeful  indulgence,        I 
was  in  fad  a  mod  dangerou|  fnare,  from  which 
great  good  fortune  and  the  prudence  of  our  go- 
vernment, joined  to  its  unlhaken  firmnefs,  could 
aloiie  have  enabled  us  to  efcape. 


^ 


!»■,«'' 


She  refts  her  claim  to  our  gratitude  in  the  faft 
place,  on  the  refped  which  (he  has  paid  to  our  in- 
terefts  and  bur  wiihes,  and  the  punduality  where- 
with (he  has  fulfilled  her  duties  towards  us. 


One  inilance  of  her  attention  to  our  wifhes  is 
the  recall  of  Mr.  Genet,  in  which  (he  now  afTerts, 
that,  **Iiftening  only  to  the  complaints  of  the 
<*  American  government,  fhe  immediately  gave 
"  the  moft  ample  fatisfadion."* 


.' .  (f-' 
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Wc,  however,  perfcdly  well  know,  that  this 
recall  proceeded  not  from  con^plaifaace  to  us,  but 


*  Ssc  Mr.  Adct'i  note. 
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front  the  h\\  of  the  Briflbtine  par.t7,  to  which  Mr. 
Genet  belonged,  and  by  which  he  was  fent  here. 
Robefpierre,  who  then  came  into  power,  not  only, 
drove  all  thdmen  of  that  party  from  their  employ- 
ments, but  deftroyed  as  many  of  them  as  he  could 
catch.  But  thatFrance  never  abandoned  thefyftem 
which  Genet  had  purfued,  is  mod  evident  from  the 
prefent  roeafures,  in  which  we  fee  that  fyftem  avow* 
ed  and  enforced.  It  is  alfo  evident  from  the  whole 
correfpondencc  of  his  two  fucceflbrs,  which  though 
not  always  quite  as  offenfive  in  expreifion  as  that  of 
C  en?t,  was  no  lefs  exceptionable  in  principle  and 
fubftance.  Indeed  that  appeal  to  the  people,  the 
mere  threat  of  which  was  cohfidered  as  the  moft 
offenfive  and  outrageous  of  all  Genet's  proceed 
ings,  has  a'dually  been  made  by  one  of  his  fuccef* 
fors,  in  the  moil  formal  manner  and  by  expref» 
orders  of  the  French  government. 


'%• 


Another  ihftance  is,  that  France,  on  the  appli- 
cation of  our  minifler,  repealed,  as  far  as  refpe£ted 
us,  one  of  her  decrees  which  was  injurious  to 
the  commerce  of  neutral  dates.  Ihis  repeal  it 
is  true,  did  take  place;  but  unfortunately,  the 
repealing  law  itfelf  was  repealed  three  days  af- 
terwards, through  the  inJBuence  of  fome  French 
privateers,  which  had  taken  a  very  rich  Ameri- 
can fliip;  and  the  firft  decree  was  left  for  many 
months  to  operate  in  a  manner  the  moil  injurious 
to  our  commerce. 
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This  leads  to  the  queflion,  how  far  France  hat 
intitled  herfelf  to  particular  favour  from  us  by  hex 
punctual  obfefvance  of  treaties  ?  For  this  alfo  i^ 
one  of  the  merits,  whereof,  in  the  midflt  of  her 
reproaches,  (he  has  repeatedly  reminded  us.  Her 
minifters  have  repeatedly  told  us  of  '*  the  religious 
punduality  with  which  the  French  Republic 
keeps  her  engagements  with  a  nation  to  whom 
**  (he  has  not  ceafed  to  teftify  her  attachment."* 
Let  us  fee  how  punfkual  this  obfervance  has  bceo^ 
and  what  are  the  proofs  of  this  iattachment.  ^^i:  >; 

On  the  9th  of  May,  1793,  before  the  Britifh 
commenced  their  fpoliations  on  our  commerGe,^ 
the  national  convention  of  France  palfed  a  decree^ 
authorizing  iier  *'  (hips  of  war  and  privateers,  to 
'*  capture  all  neutral  veflels  loaded,  ir  whole  or  in 
**  part,  with  merchandizes  belonging  to  enemies, 
**  or  with  proviflons  belonging  to  neutrals,  but 
♦*  bound  to  enemies' ports.**  ;     ,■   1  *  a* 


^i*.-^ 
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This  was  prior  by  one  month  to  the  firft  ordert 
of  the  Britifh  government,  under  which  our  pro«> 
vifions,  deftined  for-  French  ports,  were  made 
prize.  Thus  did  France  fet  the  eiLample  of  thofe 
very  meafures,  againd  which,  even  while  (he  con> 
tinued  to  purfue  them  herfelf,  (he  fo  -violently 
exclaimed  as  foon  as  they  were  imitated  by  the 


*  See    Mr,  Fauchet's  letter  of  May  33,    17951 
Genet's  correfpondence  thioughout. 
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Britiih,  and  to  compel  the  recall  whereof  ihe  bai 
fo  often  told  us  that  our  honour  and  our  good 
faith  to  her  required  us  to  make  war  againft  Eng- 
land ! 


This  decree  of  May  9,  1793,  being  a  plain  and 
dire£l  violation  of  our  treaty  with  France,*  our 
minifter  at  Paris  complained ;  and,  on  the  23d  of 
the  fame  month,  a  new  decree  was  paiTed,  de- 
claring that  the  former  (hould  not  extend  to  Ameri- 
,can  veffels  ;  and  thus  plainly  confefling  its  injuflice. 
The  fecond  decree,  however,  was  repealed  only 
two  days  after  it  paffed,  and  the  firft  remained  in 
force  againft  our  commerce.  Our  minifter  again 
complained,  and  on  the  firft  of  July,  the  conven- 
tion again  decreed ,  that  the  decree  of  May  the 
ninth  fhould  not  extend  to  American  veflels. 
This  was  a  fecond  acknowledgment  of  its  in- 
jufticc ;  and  yet  twenty-feven  days  afterwards,  it 
was  again  enforced  againft  our  commerce  by  the 
repeal  of  the  laft  decree  for  reftridin^  it ;  and 
then  it  remained  in  force  until  January  the  fourth, 

*795-      . 

"  ■"    I  ■!         *  ■      ^ 
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'  During  this  period  a  very  confiderable  number' 
of  our  veffels  were  carried  into  French  ports  by 
her  privateers  and  fhips  of  war.  It  alfo  became  a 
practice  to  feize  cargoes  fcnt  into  her  ports  by  our 
merchants,  and  employ  them  for  public  ufe,  with- 
out paying  for  them.     Her  agents  alfo  purchafed 

*  Which  declares,  that  free  ihips  between  us  and  her  fhall 
make  free  goods. 
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confideraUe  quantities  qf  provifions  from  our 
citiztfnf,  and  drew  bills  for  payment  on  the  go- 
vernment of  France,  or  on  her  min'.fter  in  this 
country,  which  in  many  inlhnces  were  not  paid. 
Thofe  agents  frequently  made  contrails  alfo  with 
our  citizens  for  fupplies  of  provifions,  which, 
when  the  provifions  arrived,  they  rcfufed  to  fulfil. 
The  privateers  and  Ihips  of /war  of  France  fre- 
quently committed  fpoliations  at  fea  on  fuch  of 
our  veiTels  as  did  not  come  within  the  decree  of 
May  9,  1793  ;  and^finally,  an  embargo  was  laid 
on  our  vcfiels  in  Bourdcaux,  and  continued  du» 
'  ring  the  greater  part  of  the  years  1793  and  1 794,, 
whereby  one  hundred  and  three  of  our'veflels 
were  detained,  and  our  merchants  fuftained  very 
great  injury.       .    '  ,  ^  ,, 

There  were  many  cafes  of  all  thefe  defcriptions, 
and  each  of  them  was  a  plain  irjradion  of  the 
treaty,  the  law  of  nations,  or  the  rights  of  neu- 
trality. Many  of  them  included  a  breach  of  all 
three;  and  the  whole  number  amounted  to  one 
hundred  and  fevcnty,  exclufive  of  thofe  for  de« 
tcntion  by  the  embargo  at  Bourdcaux.     '  ^  ^^"^ 
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Our  government,  however,  did  not  imitate 
that  of  France,  by  directing  our  miniftcrs  to  im- 
portune and  infuit  it,  to  raife  an  outcry' in  the 
country,  or  threaten  the  government  with  an  ap- 
peal to  the  people.  It  fent  an  agent  to  Paris  with 
inftrudions  to  attend  to  thofe  claims,  and  endea- 
vour to  obtain  indemnification,  ; 
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Let  us  hear  tbi$  agent's  account  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  French  government  refpeded  the 
rights  of  its  allies,  and  fulfilled  the  ftipulations  of 


treaties. 


'•■■;* 


The  agent,  Mr.  Skipwith,  in  a  letter  addrefled 
to  the  American  minifter  at  Paris,  and  dated 
Odobcr  1794,  writes  thus: 


■Y*- 
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I  <*;At  your  requeft  I  now  lay  before  you  t 
**  fiatement  of  the  innumerable  embarraffments 
*^'  which  our  commerce  has  for  a  long  time,  and 
**  continues  dill  to  labour  under,  in  the  different 
<*  ports  of  the  French  Republic.   It  is  evident,  if 
*'  their  government  does  not  foon  remedy  the  in* 
**  ceiTant  abufes  and  vexations  pradifed  daily  up- 
**  on  eur  merchants,  veflels,  captains,  and  crews, 
**  the  trade  of  the  United  States  with  France  mud 
**  ceafe.    I  cannot  give  you  an  ample  detail  of  ail 
**  the  inconveniences  an'',  oppreffions  which  have 
**  been  thrown  upon  c       ommerce ;  many  of 
**  the  confuls  and  their  agc^tft  to  whom  you  have 
**  written  to  forward  fuch  documents  to  my  of- 
**  fice  not  having  yet  done  it ;  befides  it  would 
**  take  volumes  to  expofe  them  at  full  length. 
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'*  From  the  communications,  however,  already 
'*  i^eceivedfrom  the  different  ports,  and  from  the 
**  information  I  have  collected  from  the  captains 
*'  prefent,  I  can  affure  you  that  there  are  near 
"  ibrff  hundred  fail  of  Amenczn  veffels  now  in 
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the  ports  of  France,  all  of  which  have  (bflertd, 
or  are  fufifiring  more  or  lefs  difficulty  and  de* 
lay.  The  hardihips  of  which  I  have  chiefly  to 
complain,  and  out  of  which  there  g^ow  incal> 
culable  evils,  may  be  developed  under  four 
general  heads. 


.»^->  »*-•.••    '•,*■* '  '■•*"  .'VV-* 
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««  ift.     The  capture  indtfcrhnhiatehf^  of  OUT 
veflels  at  fea,  by  the  veffels  of  war  of  the  re* 


**  public.      ;r.  .ii.»^:?L>./ ^^'^  u<  ;i'fV'-'-*  "'^^  ''.:■• 

<*  id.  The  impoffibility  of  Americans  felling 
^*  their  cargoes,  and  receiving  payment  in  the 
«  ports  to  which  they  are  ronduded,  or  of  their 
**  own  accord  arrive. 
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3d.  The  difficulties  and  procrafiination 
**  which  they  find  in  their  tranfadions  with  the 
*.*  boards  of  marine  and  commerce* 
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''  4th.  The  .non-compliance,  or  heretofore 
delay,  in  fulfilling  the  contrads  made  by  the 
agents  of  the  French  Republic  in  America  for 
provifions.  .,.,.,,...,.,.-„./.  .^ 
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•*  The  feiziire  of  bur  veflels  at  fea,  often  gives 
**  rife  to  the  moft  lerious  and  welUfounded  com- 
plaints.-The  ftrippin^^hem  of  tbeirofficers  and 
crews,  who  are  generally  replaced  by  boys  and 
inexperienced  hands,  in  order  to  be  conduced 
to  ports,  expoles  them  to  much  injury,  and 
"  fbmetimes  to  total  Jofs;  the  con^emenc  of 


«c 


«c 


M 


«c 


111 

''■'J 


I  ■   •      ; 


«i 

« 
C( 
(( 
(( 
C( 

<( 
<c 
(( 

^ 


(     i«o    ) 

our  fatlors  taken  out  of  thofe  wlTels ;  the  feals 
upon  their  cargoes,  and,  above  all,  the  fending 
thepapers  to  the  commiflioners  of  marine  at 
Paris,  involves  the  moft  unwarrantable  hard- 
ihips  and  delays ;  and,,  indeed,  I  am  ferry  to 
add,  that  ail  our  vcffels  experience  fomc  of 
thofe  difficulties ;  and,  indeed,  fuch  as  arrive 
with  cargoes  on  account  of  the  Republic, 
months  elapfing  before  the  captains  can  get 
their  clearances  and  papers,  many  of  which  are 
often  loll  or  miflaid.   ^    ^    - 
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As  to  the  fecond  head,  the  agents  of  the 
commiffion  of  commerce  at  the  different  ports 
having  no  power  to  treat  directly  for  cargoes, 
it  follows  that  they  muft  write  to  the  commif- 
lioh  at  Paris  for  orders ;  and,  after  oiie  or  two 
months  fruitlefs  correfpondence,  it  often  hap- 
pens that  the  captains  are  obliged  to  conxe  up 
to  Paris,  where,  being  ignorant  of  forms  and 
language,  they  have  to  encounter  a  thoufand 
difficulties.  ■4'  .-uiv  •:;';  yH^\:'^ij\' 
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*'  It  would  be  too  tedious  to  mention  all  the 
inconveniences  refulting  from  the  third  general 
complaints.  In  the  firft  place,  The  delays  at 
the  commiflion  of  marine  are  incredible.  The 
captains,  whofe  veflels  are  brought  into  ports 
by  the  armed  veflels  of  the  Republic,  cannot 
withdraw  their  papers  from  the  hands  of  the 
marine  agents,  but  are  forced  to  Paris  to  folicit, 
t\me  after  .time,  of  the  marine,  a  report  upon 
them  to  the  committee  of  Public  Safety.    The 
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**  cruel  delays  attending  this  will  be  illuftrated  in 
'^  Che  examples  annext.  The  report  being  made 
"  before  it  can  reach  the  latter  body,  it  mud  have 
'*  the  fignature  of  the  commiflaries,  and  go 
'*  through  other  formalities ;  and,  when  it  rt- 
**  ceives  the  fandtion  of  the  committee  of  i'afety, 
**  it  has  to  travel  nearly  the  fame  road  back.  . 
**  Judge,  Sir,  of  tb<  tedious  delay  attending  this : 
^*  indeed  you  will  fee  cafes  where  the  poor  cap- 
*'  tains  have  been  many  months  in  arriving  at  the 
*<  above  point ;  and  1  myfelf,  after  having  prelTed 
*<  feveral  reclamations  for  weeks  paft,  have  not^ 
.     "been  able  yet  to  bring  one  to  that  iffuc.;^.,;,|,^^>» 

?•  **  To  fell  to  the  commiiHon  of  commerce  is  fiill 
"  more  difficult.  When  a  bargain  is  concluded 
**  with  them,  an  order  is  iflued  to  the  keepers  of 
^*  the  public  magazines,  to  receive  the  cargo  fold  ; 
<'  who  often  pretend  that  there  is  no  room  to  re- 
**  ceive  it ;  and  frequently  they  keep  the  captains 
"  waiting  weeks  before  their  convenience  or  whim 
"  will  induce  them  to  receive  it.  This  point  gain- 
**  ed,  application  mud  then  be  made  at  Pans  to 
/<  thecommiffion  of  commerce  for  payment;  who 
"  refer  the  captain  to  their  board  of  agency. 
They  n^ake  a  report  to  the  comptability  (the 
accountant's  department)  of  the  fame  commif- 
^*  iion,  from  whence  it  muft  go  to  the  committee 
"  of  finance,  then  to  the  committee  of  public 
*'  fafety,  from  whence  it  returns  to  the  compta- 
**  bility.  This  labyrinth  of  perplexity  of  courfe 
**  throws  the  captain  into  the  hands  of  an  agent. 
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<'  who  prcyiupoQ  hit  diftfefi';  and  wlieii  al^tWe 
<<  fonps  are  fulfilled,  it  U  not  alwayt  that  h6  can 
<'  touch  bis  money. 

<'  If,  in  the  firft  inftance,  the  commtflion  will 
**  not  purchafe  his  cargo  on  the  terms  be  aiks^ 
**  they  tell  him  he  may  depart ;  but  on  returning 
**  to  hii  veflfei,  he  is  moft  commonly  prevented 
^  from  failing  by  the  agents  at  the  ports.    If  it 
<'  is  mutually  agreed  that  merchandize  ihall  be 
**  taken   in    exchange,  the  difficulties  become 
<*  greater.    If  aifignats,  with  permiilton  to  export 
^Vwines-and  brandy,  the  captain  finds  himfelf  ta- 
<*  ken  in  j  for  the  agents  will  put  thofe  very  arti^ 
** des  in  requifition.    If  the  commiffion  tells  the 
**  captain  that  they  do  not  Want  his  cargo,  and 
*' that  he  may  fell  to  individuals,  he  finds  that 
^  he  cannot  export  the  proceeds  without  giving 
^*  iiK:urity  to  import  afterwards    to  the  fame 
'*  amount  in  ^ticles  of  the  firft  necefiityj  fuch  aa 
**  provifions,  &c.  If  the  captain  is  £o  unfortunate. 
M  as  to  have  to.  treat  with  the  agents  of  the  cOm- 
**  mifiion,  he  is  fure  to  feel  their  impofition. 
They  frequently  refiife  to  confirm  their  own 
agreements.    In  ihort,  after  every  fort  of  delay 
**  and  vexation^  ^ould  the  captain  claim  an  in- 
**  demnity,  he  ha^  to  wade  through  double  the 
^v'  difii^Uies  hereto£c^e  flated,  and  perhaps  after 
'^*  all  to  leave  h^  bufin^fs  incomplete  in  thphandia 
^  of  anagent,^ 
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HT^e  4th  and  laft  general  complaint  is  of  ^ 
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<*  delicate  and  important  nature.  Mr.  Fauchet* 
*\  the  French  minifter,  ban  made  confiderable  pur-  • 
**  chafes  of  provifions  in  America  in  the  name  i\ 
'*  and  for  account  of  the  French  republic.  One 
**  houfe  has  engaged  to  furniih  20,000  barrels  of 
**  flour.  Thirteen  velTels  loaded  with  thcfe  pro- 
**  vifions  have  already  atrived,  and  in  vain  have 
"  1  demanded  of  the  commiflion  of  commerce 
'*  their  anfwer  refpedting  the  payment  of  thefe 
**  contracts ;  except  that,  in  the  commencement, 
^^^       **  they  afliired  me  the  committee  of  Finance  had 

"  ordered  the  payment  of  three  cargoes  at  fiour-f    , 
**  deaux;  but,  to  my  furprize,  I  found  two  days 
**  after,  that  no  report  had  been  made  to  the 
**  commiflion  of  that  committee."     .v  ^^  *ii?r^  g  h??, 

Thus^r  the  agent.  He  then  proceeds  to  ftate 
twenty.four  particular  inftances  of  oppreilion,  by 
way  of  illuftration,  and  gives  a  lift  of  one  hun- 
dred and  feventy  cafes,  which  he  had  then 
brought  forward.  To  this  he  adds  a  lift  of  one 
hundred  and  three  voflels  detained  by  the  em*  f  v 
♦    bargo  at  Bourdeaux.  ^,       ^^ 

Let  it  be  remembered,  that  all  this  todc  place  > 
in  the  yean  179^  and  1794,  previous  to  the^ex-'' 
iftence  of  the  Britilh  treaty,  which  France  has 
fincomade  the  pretext  of  her  outrages,  and  at 
,  ^    the  very  time  when  ibe  was  boafting  to  us  of  the 
<<  religious  punduality"  with  which  ihe  fulfilledi 
the  engagements  of  her  treaty,  and  the  duties  of 
a  neutral  and  allied  power.    While  fhe  wasquar- 
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relling  with'  us  for  the  detention  of  a  few  priva- 
tccrs  and  their  prizes,  whofe  whole  number  at  the 
utnnoft  did  not  exceed  twenty,  (he  had  three  hun- 
dred of  our  veffels  in  her  ports,  fubiedl  to  "  in- 
"  ccflant  vexations,  abufes,  and  oppreffions,"  and 
a  great  part  of  which  had  been  carried  in  by  her 
cruifers,  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  and  in 
exprefs  violation  of  our  treaty.  While  her  mi- 
nifters  were  infulting  our  government,  becaufe  it 
did  not  take  what  they  chofc  to  call  efficacious 
xneafures  to  prevent  the  capture  of  our  veffels  at 
fea  by  the  Britiih,  and  the  imprefs  of  our  feamen, 
her  ihips  of  war  were  feizing  our  veffels  at  fea 
indifcriminately,  ftripping  them  of  their  officers 
and  crews,  confining  our  failors,  and  leaving  the 
fliips  to  the  care  of  boys  and  inexperienced  hands. 
While  flie  was  complaining  in  the  bittereft  and 
moft  offenfive  terms,  of  delays  in  our  courts,  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  even  fuch  as  had 
gone  to  her  ports  under  the  faith  of  exprefs  con- 
tracts with  her  minifter,  were  obliged,  in  the  pro- 
fccution  of  their  claims,  **  to  encounter  a  thou- 
"  fand  dificulties,"  to  fubmit  to  every  arbitrary 
impofition,  to  fuffer  "  every  fort  of  delay  and 
**  vexation,"  and  finally  to  give  up  the  purfuit, 
and  leave  their  bufinefs  in  the  hands  of  an  agent. 
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And  yet  France  upbraids  us  with  her  favours  and 
our  ingratitude !  And  yet  (he  reproachingly  boafts 
of  "  the  religious  punctuality  wherewith  fhc  fuU 


i- 


■  rs 


^  V*     '  4 


iJSL 


■Ji| 


■m'-';  i^i%m 


pry 
ind 


md 

kfts 

fuU 


.,  ,'■:•:.-:-■        '     (     105     )•      '   '    :  ^        .    ^Z- 

**  fils  hti  engagements  with  a  people,   to  whom 
*'  ihe  has  never  ceafed  to  teftify  her  attachment  !'*>. 

(,'  ^Such,  my  fellow  citizens,  being  the  cUims  of 
France,  and-fuch  the  foundations  on  which  they 
reft,  fuch  being  the  inadmiffible  naiure  and  alarm- 
ing extent  of  her  pretenfions,  it  remains  for  me  to 
prefent  you  with  a  concife  view  of  the  mcafures 
whereby  fhe  is  now  attempting  to  enforce  them. 

Thefe  meafures  conwnenced  with  a  formi.)  state- 
ment of  her  complaints  prefcnted  to*  our  miniHer 
at  Paris  on  the  9th  of  March,  1796.  It  was  an- 
fwered  by  the  minifter  and  tranfmitted  to  the 
government  here  immediately  after.  The  com- 
plaints and  the  anfwers  to  them  were  the  fame  in 
fiibftance  with  thofe  already  explained. 

On  the  3d  of  July,  1796,  fhe  paflTed  a  decree, 
direfting  her  privateers  and  (hips  of  war  to  treat 
the  veflcls  of  neu,trals  in  the  fame  manner  in  which 
thofe  neutrals  (hould  fuffcf  their  vefleis  to  be 
treated  by  the  Englifti.  This  decree  was  notified 
to  our  government  by  the  French  miniller  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, on  the  27th  of  Oftober,  1796.     ■■■'..■.••  * 

This  decree  goes  exprefsly  upon  the  principle, 
equally  unjuft  and  abfurd,  that  if  neutral  ftates 
receive  an  injury  from  one  party  which  they  arc 
enable  to  repel,  the  other  acquires  a  right  to  inflid 
at  likcwife.  -  As  it  rcfpeds  the  United  States  it 
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goes  Qiuch  fiinher,.and  avows  another  principleiiOr 
Ids  repugnant  to  every  idea  of  juftice  and  good  ^ 
faith.    Britain  poflefles,  by  the  law  of  nations,  a 
right  to  take  the  goods  of  her  enemies  found  oa 
board  our  (hips.    This  right  France  relinquiflied  ^ 
ezprefsly  by  the  treaty  with  us ;  but,  becaufe  Bri« , 
tain  continues  to  exercife  it,  notwithftanding  our ,,, 
endeavours  to  obtain  her  relinquifliment,  Franc%if 
declares  by  this  decree,  that  (he  will  exerciie  it^o  v 
alfo,  in  exprefs  violation  of  the  treaty.    The  rea* 
fon  affigned  for  it  by  her  minifter  is,  *'  that  iince 
**  Britain  continued  to  exercife  this  right,  France, 
**  could  find  only  a  real  difadvantage  in  the  arti*    . 
**  cles  of  her  treaty  with  us,  whereby  (he  ha4^.<: 
**  re(igned  it  :'*  thus  exprefsly  avowing  the  prin<»;^^^ 
ciple,  that  (he  has  a  right  to  refufe  the  perfor^^y  f 
ttiance  of  a  folemn  engagement  whenever  (he  may    ■ 
think  its  operations  diiadvantageous  to  her(elf«.% 

The  minifter  fays,  that  he  has  no  doubt  that  we 
would  acknowledge  thie  juftice  of  this  meafure,  and ; 
that  he  would  order  his  note  to  be  printed  for  the;^ 
purpofe  of  making  known  publicly  the  motive* 
whereby  the  French  government  has  been  guided 
in  adopting  the  meafure.  In  th»s  he  kept  his  WPr^^s^ 
and  the  note  was  publiihed. 
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On  the  15th  of  November,   1796,  the  French, 
minifter,  performing,  to  ule  his  own  words,  "  ?i,^^^^ 
«*  dnty  painful  but  lacred,"  (ignified  to  us  «*  the     • 
•«,rcfolutions  of  a  government  terrible  to  its  ent- , 
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•»  ihic*,  fetit  g^titfb&t  tb  kt  /alHe« ;"  "this  Jidte, 

which  he  slfopubliihed,  conuins  tlic  whole  lift  of 

tonipkiiilts  urged  againd  us  by  France,  and  ati« 

nouses  that  hh  fun^ions  as  miniOer  were  from 

that  time  to  ceafCi     This  fufpenfioQ,  however; 

he  tells  qs,  muft  not  be  regarded  as  a  rupture  be* 

fween  the  two  nations,  but  ^s  a  **  mark  of  jufl; 

♦<  difpleafure  on  the  part  of  France,   to  continue 

♦*  till  our  government  (hould  return  to  fentimtnt^ 

<*  and  meafures  more  conformable  to  the  intereils 

,  *^  of  the  alliance,  and  to  the  fwom  friehdfhip  be« 

<*  tween  the  two  nations  ',**  and,  kftcr  remindikig  us, 

in  very  inflammatory  terms,  of  the  cruelties  of  the 

Englilh,  and  the  generous  affiftanc^  of  France,  he 

concludes  with  an  affurance,  **  that  when  our  go- 

<*  vernment  (hall  return  to  iifelf^  we  (hall  agam 

<*  find  in  the  French  faithful  friends  and  generons 

••  allies.", 
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^  "B^uicli  IS  thift  Tcope  of  that  famous  manifefto^ 
wherein  Mr.  Genet's  threat  of  an  appeal  to  the 
American  people  againfl  their  goyernment,  was 
> carried' into  eKecutioiil    V\  'i'-^'^u  :;i::>a.^^  ^f-;,;}^ 

^.;u1iXh>  ■■'^.U.-:Ar    vvM.%-i'k    ";  ft?^ '-U' '/ jr?!?-?- UTjtte"'    '     ") 

•-Other  meafures,  in  the  mean  time,  had  been 
adopted  in  purfuance  of  this  fyftem.  On  the  ift 
of  Augud,  1796,  the  fpecial  agents  of  the  £xe<* 
cutive  Diredory  in  the  Weft  Indies,  iftued  % 
dectee,  authorifing  the  capture  and  condemnation 
of  all  veiTels  loaded  with  contraband  goods.  The 
pretext  for  this  decree  was,  that  fom^  of  the  United 
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States;  efpeeially  Virginia,  had  fitted  out  veffeW 
loaded  with  cpntraband  articles  for  the  Englijh, 
contrary  to  the  hw  of  nations;  which,  as  the 
decree  affirms,  forbids  neutrals  tp.  car^y  contra- 
})and  goods  to,  the  enemy..       siflli  iri-^ 
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This,  however j  in  the  firft  place,  is  not  true. 
The  law  of  nations  does  not  forbid  neutrals  to 
carry  contraband  goods  to  the  powers  at  war ;  it 
provides  only,  that  if  thofe  goods  are  taken  by  the 
enenvy  of  that  power  to  which  they  are  going,  they 
inay  be  made  prize .  Neutrals,  therefore,  may  law- 
fully fend  contraband  articles  to  any  or  all  the  pow^  ' 
crs  at  war,  but  they  are  fent  under  the  ri(k  of 
capture  and  condemnation  by  the  oppofite  party.  , 

This  had  been  admitted  by  Mr.  Adet;  for  al- 
though he  complained  at  firft  of  our  fupplyingthe 
Englifh  with  horfes,-  which  by  the  French  treaty 
are  contraband,  yet  this  explanation  having  b«ea 
given,  he  omitted  the.  complaint  iu  his  manifef^o,  . 

In  the  next  place,  by  the  la'i^  of  nations,  and 
the  exprcfs  terms  of  the  French  treaty,  the  con- 
traband  goods  alone  are  to  be  condemned,  but 
neither  the  (hips  which  carry  them,  nor  the  reft 
of  the  cargo.  This  decree,  however,  makes  both 
.the  (hips  and  the  whole  cargo  liable  to  condemna- 
tion ;  and,  confequently,  is  a  dire£l:  and  formal 
violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  treaty  : 
between  us  and  France.    The  decree  does  not  fay 
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'  cxprefsly,  that  the  reft  of  the  eargo  fliall  be  con- 
demned ;  but  it  isundcrftood  in  that  n)anner  by 
the  French  agents  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  in  that 
manner  executed.   • 


.n 


^^    The  law  of  nations  and  the  treaty,  moreover, 

make  contraband  goods  liable  to  condemnaiion 

in  the  fingle  cafe  only   where  being  lient  to  one 

party  at  war,  they  are  taken  by  the  other.     But 

^tthis  decree  fubjefls  them  to  capture  in  all  cafes, 

^^whether  bound  to  French  or  Englifh  ports,  and 

^i^with  them  the  fhips  and  cargoes.  ^i^\:^-^wv!m:w, 

;a  On  the  27th  of  November,  1 796.  the  French 
cdmmiilloners  at  Cape  Francois  pafted  a  decree, 
authorizing  the  armed  (hips  and  privateers  of 
France  to  capture  all  American  vcffels  bound  to 
or  from  Englijh  ports.  I'his  decree  was  founded  , 
on  the  aft  of  the  Diredory,  declaring  that  France 

ir'^would  treat  neutrals  as  they  fufiered  themfelves 

.^ito  be  treated  by  the  Englifli ;  but  this  adt,  ini- 
quitous as  it  was,  did  not  jullify  the  decree;  for 
at  the  time  of  paffing  the  one  and  the  other,  the 
orders  of  the  Britilh  for  the  capture  of  neutral 

i  veflels  bound  to  French   ports,  had  long  ceafed 
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■4^'    It  is  to  be  obferved,  moreover,  that  thofe  or- 
ders never  went  as  far  as  this  decree.   ^«ikfe 

;  ;  i^.    The  firil,  thofe  of  June   8th,    1793,  direfted 
I?**  all  velTeis  laden  wholly,  or  in  part,  mth  corn, 

"  4jj^Mj?s^9  4*:^iif'i«^  ^^t:?!»t(;fblt31^!*IMrti^'3%iil•;ll^ll^t;■ 
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**  JloUr  or  meat,  and  bound  to  any  port  In  Francej^^^  i 

or  Occupied  by  the  arms  of  FtaAce,  to  be  brought 
**  in,  and  the  corn,  flour,  or  meal,  to  be  purchafed. 
**  and  paid  for  with  freight."  But  the  decree  or- 
ders all  American  veflels,  whatever  may  be  their 
lading,  bound  io  or  from  Britiih  ports  to  be  cap* 
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lured. 
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The  orders  of  the  6th  of  November,  i  7939  di« 
reded  all  fliips  laden  with  goods,  the  produce  <fany 
<  colony  belonging  to  France,  or  carrying  provifions 
or  other  fupplies  for  the  ufe  t^  fuch  colony,  to  .be 
brought  in  for  adjudication.  £ven  this  falls  ihort 
of  the  decree ;  which  direAs  all  American  veflels, 
boundt  o  or  from  Britiih  ports,  and  however  ladeny 
to  be  captured*     sqidi^* 
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On  the  8th  of  January,  1794,  thefe  obnoxious 
orders  of  November  6th  were  repealed,  and  in- 
ftead  of  them,  it  was  ordered  that  all  (hips  of  the 
following  defcription  ihould  be  brought  in  for 
adjudication,  ift  Ships  with  their  cargoes  laden 
with  the  produce  of  the  French  lilands,  and 
bound  dire(fUy  from  thence  to  any  port  in  Europe. 
2d.  Ships  with  their  cargoes  laden  with  French 
property,  being  the  produce  of  thofe  iflands,  and 
bound  to  any  place.  3d.  Ships  attempting  to 
enter  any  blockaded  port  in  thofe  iflands  ;  and 
4th.  ibips  bound  to  any  port  there,  and  laden  in 
whole  or  in  part,  with  naval  or  military  ilores. 
Thefe  laft  orders,  though  extremely  outrageous, 
and  a  clear  infraction  of  the  law  of  nations,  ilill 
fe)l  far  ihort  ofthe  French  decree,  which  configns. 
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10  capture  all  our  veflels  indifcrimtnately,  bound 
to  or  from  any  Britiih  port  in  America,  Europe, 
or  elfewhere.  They,  as  well  as  the  preceding 
ones,  have  all  been  long  ago  countermanded,  and 
the  Britifh  have  engaged  to  make  compenfation 
for  thea^s  done  under  them. 

Thefe  orders  were  further  diftinguiihed  from 
the  French, decree  iu  queftion  by  another  equally 
important  circumftance.  They  extend  to  all  neu^ 
tfr<i/ veflels  alike ;  whereas  the  decree  is  confined 
folely  to  American  veflek :  which  proves,  that  it 
iU  not,  like  the  Bridih  orders,  a  meafure  of  gene- 
ral policy  towards  all  neutral  ftates,  but  of  parti- 
cular refentment  and  hoftility  againft  us.  It  is* 
moreover,  in  dired  violation  of  a  treaty,  which 
was  not  the  cafe  with  the  Britifli  orders.  The 
Britiih  too  had  fome  provocation,  and  made  us 
no  profeffions  of  fricndihip.  We  had  celebrated 
.  their  defeats,  and  thoie  of  their  allies,  by  univer- 
.  ial.  rejoicings ;  and  had  (hewn  their  enemies  every 
inark  of  public  good  will,  and  private  afieAion* 
The  direct  contrary  to  all  this  took  place  towards 
France,  and  yet  ihe  has  treated  us  abundantly 
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,i^  This  decree,  however,  of  the  commiffioners  at 
Cape  Francois,  unjuil  and  injurious  as  it  is,  falls 
ihort  of  onefince  adopted  by  the  French  agents 
at  Guadaloupe.  On  the  firii  of  February,  1797, 
they  decreed,  that  all  neutral  vefiels  bound  to  any 
port  in  the  Well  Indies^  which  had  been  deliver- 
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cd  up  to  the  Englifii  and  was  occupied  and  de« 
fended  by  the  Eniigrants,  and  all  neutral  veflels 
cleared  6ut  for  the  Weft  Indies  generaliy,  fliould 
be  liable  to  capture  and  condemnation. 

The  French  government  has  never  publicly 
confiri^ed  and  acknowledged  thefe  decrees  ;  but 
it  has  never  difapproved,  much  lefs  countermand- 
ed them ;  and  they  are  carried  into  execution 
with  every  circumftance  of  infult  and  injury^,.  :; 
The  veffels  taken  are  fent  into  one  port,  their 
papers  into  another,  and  the  captains  and  crews 
into  a  third.  When  brought  to  trial,  nothing  is  * 
beard  in  favour  of  the  owners ;  and,  indeed,  as  the 
papers  and  captains  are  fent  to  another  place, 
there  is  often  no  perfon  to  make  a  defence,  nOr 
any  means  of  fupporting  it.  VelTels  bound  to 
neutral,  and  even  Fcench  ports,  are  often  taken 
and  condemned :  copies  of  the  condemnation  are 
generally  refiifed :  the  captains  and  crews  are 
fometimes  beaten,  always  left  deftitute  of  fubfift^v 
ence,  and  generally  confined,  as  prifoners  of  war, 
in  dungeons  or  on  board  of  prifon-fliips ;  where 
a  miferabie  and  fcanty  allowance .  of  the  worft 
food  fcarcely  fuffices  to  prolong  their  fufferings.  ^  ' 
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!**Thc  number  of  fhips  taken,  as  far  as  has  yet 
been  afcertained,  is  above  two  hundred  and  fifty : 
there  is  no  accurate  amount  either  of  the  value^ 
of  property,  or  the  number  of  feamen. 

-^^hefe  arc  fomc  bf  the  mai-ks  of  « juft  difplea- 
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«  furc,"  whereby  France  reminds  us  that  flic  it 
"  terrible  to  her  enemies,*'  and  admonilhes  our 
government  «  to  return  to  itfclf,"  to  conform  to 
her  orders !    . 


In  the  mean  time,  as  foon  as  the  Prefidcnt 
was  informed  by  the  difpatches  from  our  Minil- 
ter  at  Paris,  which  have  been  already  mention- 
ed, that  the  French  government  exprefledferious 
difcontent  at  the  meafiires  we  had  purfued,  he 
rcfolvcd  to  fend  a  new  Miniftcr,  for  the  exprefs 
and  ^cial  purpofe,  as  his  credentials  declared, 
*«  of  banilhing  fufpicions,'  effacing  unfavourable 
'*  imprieflions,  and  reftoring  harmony."  General 
Pinckncy  was  felefted  for  this  purppie,  not  only 
on  account  of  his  .talents  and  great  refpeftability 
of  character,  but  alfo  for  his  own  good  will  to 
France,  and  warm  attachment  to  her  caufc.  He 
failed  from  Charlcfton  in  Auguft,  1 796,  and  hav- 
ing flopped  at  Philadelphia  for  his  inflrudiions, 
arrived  at  Paris  in  December  following,  and  laid 
his  credentials  before  the  Directory.  ^ 


I'-viA." 


The  Direftory,  however,  Tcfufed  to  receive 
him  as  Minifler,  and  informed  his  predecellbr,: 
whofe  letters  of  recall  had  been  prefented  at  the 
fame  time,  that  tbey  had  determined  not  to  receive 
another  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United 
States' iiil  after  the  redrefs  of  grievances  demanded 
from  the  American  government,  and  which  France 
had  a  right  to  e:cpe£t.  This  was  faying,  in  plain 
and  exprefs  terms,  ^<  we  will  hear  nothing  from 


m- 
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«  you,  All  you  have  Hrft  fubmitted  Co  our  will 
«  as  already  made  known  to  you." 

'  They  even  refufed  him  cards  of  hofpitality,  by 
which  alone,'  according  to  their  laws,  his  perfon 
could  be  protedted  from  arreft  -,  and  told  him, 
verbally,  through  his  fecretary,  that  they  expected 
him  to  leave  the  country.  They  went  fo  far  as 
to  intimate,  that  if  he  did  not  depart  he  (hould 
be  arrefted.  With  becoming  firmnefs  and  digni- 
ty, however,  he  declared  that  he  would  rely  on 
the  prot:£tion  of  the  I^w  of  Nations,  and  mult 
remain  at  his  poll,  till  he  had  received  a  written 
order  to  leave  it,  whereby  he  might  be  juftified 
to  his  own  government.  This  or^er  they  per- 
(ifted  in  refuling,  till  they  heard  of  Buonaparte's 
laft  victory  in  Italy.  The  day  after  that  intelli- 
gence arrived,  which  was  towards  the  laft  of 
January,  General  Pinckney  received  a  written 
order  to  quit  France.  He  immediately  went  to 
Holland,  where  he  now  remains  waiting  for  new 
inftruaions,   ^^^■<:^.^^^^;f^,^<m-,^M'^"-^^  d^^^: 

-    Thus  has  France  not  onlyrefufed  to  liften  to  our 

explanations  till  we  fubmit  explicitly  to  her  will, 

r  .,      but  driven  from  her  territory  with  ignominy  and 

.    ,     infult,  a  miniftcr  fent  like  a  mcflcnger  of  peace, 

V        for  the  cxprels  purpoic  of  "  removing  unfavor* 

<*^able  impreflions,  and  reftoring  harmony.'*,   ,,, 

This,  to  ufe  the  language  of  the  Prefident  in 
his  late  manly  and  patriotic  fpeech  to  Congrcfsj 


■■<iSi"?:- 
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t(  is  to  treat  us  neither  as  allies,  nor  as  friends* 
<*  nor  as  a  fovereign  ftate." 

Purfuing  (^ill  the  fame  fyflem,  the  Diredbory, 
on  the  2(Lof  March  laft,  publifhed  a  decree, 
whereby  our  treaty  with  France  is  cxprcfsly  vio- 
lated in  two  important  points,  under  pretence  of 
afTmiilating  it  to  that  with  Britain :  And  it  is 
further  declared,  «  that  every  American  who 
«  (hall  hold  a  commiflion  from  the  enemies  of 
«  France,  as  well  as  every  feaman  of  that  nati- 
«  on,  compofing  the  crew  of  the  fhips  or  veifels . 
«  (of  thofe  enemies  I  fuppofe)  (hall  by  thisfaS 
«*  alene  be  declared  piradcal,  and  treated  as  fuch» 
«  without  fufFering  the  party  to  eftablifh,  that 
«  the  aft  was  the  confequcnce  of  threats  or  vior 
««  knee/*    :w^-  V*^ji?r  ■•?v^:->  ■: \  ^/H>jJ<iV:,h;^,a  _-^' 

^   Thb  laft  regulation,  worthy  in  bloodinefs  and  . 
injuitice,  of  a  country  whofe  citizens  have  butch- 
ered  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  women,  - 
carried  infants  to  be  drowned  ftuck  on  the  points 
of  fpears,  and  chopped  ofF  the  hands  of  mothers 
ftrctched  out  for  mercy  to  their  tender  babes*,  is 

■  *  1?  has  been  proved,  by  judicial  proceedings,  that  ads 
of  this  Hind  took  place  at  ^Tantz,  under  the  authority  of  the 
agents  of  the  Convention.  Others,  equal  in  cruelty,  hapr 
pened  in  various  other  places,  particularly  at  Lyons,  Avig- 
non, Laval,  Samur,  Aries,  &c.    , .     ,     ,  „ 

It  is  computed  that  in  the  year  1795,  2,opo,o«o  of  per- 
fons  had  been  mailucied  in  France  during  the  revolution  ; 


,■»„ 
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/heltered  und  '*  the  prci.  of  a  ftipiilation  in  the 
Briti(h  treaty,  which  provkics  that  fuch  Ameri- 
cans as  t  commiflions  from  the  enemies  of 
Britain,  to/Wva/^^r  againft  her  fiibjedls,  may,  if 
taken  by  thcni,  be  treated  as  pirates.  Our  treaty 
with  France  contains  prccifely  the  fame  ftipulati- 
on  i  fo  alfo  do  thofe  with  Holland,  PrufTia,  and 
Sweden.  It  is  found  in  almoll  every  treaty,  and 
means  no  more  in  our  cafe,  than  that  if  our  citiv 
zens  take  commiifions  from  a  foreign  power  to 
privateer  againft  people  with  whom  we  arc  at 
peace,  and  ihould  fall  into  their  hands,  we  will 
not  interfere  in  their  behalf.  It  extends  only  to 
4)ur  own  citizens,  not  to  thofe  of  France ;  to  fu^h 
as  take  commi/fions  to  privateery  not  to  failors,  even 
on  board  of  privateers,  not  to  perfons  having 
comminions  in  public  (hips  of  war ;  not  to  pu* 
niflimcnt  which  we  engage  to  inflid,  but  t:  ■ach 
as  thofe  who  take  our  citizens  in  thefe  unlawful 
•purfuits  may  inflid,  without  our  interpQfing  for 
its  prevention.  !,         :   ^    <  ^ -^  . 


t'Jt  And  in  revenge  for  this  wife,  equitable,  and  al- 
inoftuniverfalairangement^  which,  though  it  now 


^df  thofe  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  Were  wonfif"i,  two 
hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  children,  and  twenty-four 
thoufand  miniftersof  theGolpel!  This  computation,  which 
amounts  to  nearly  one-tenth  of  the  whole-  population  of 
France,  does  not  inci*.  >  any  who  were  killed  in  arms. 


..>,».. V r.  JL? 


See  a  work  called,   '■'  u,  i  C'^uflties  of  the  Jacobins," 
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oir<inds  France  by  preventing  in  fomc  dcgr-^e  our 
featncn  rrom  augmenting  her  marine,  fhc  hcrfelf 
entered  into  with  us  long  before  ^e'made  it  with 
GreatBritain  j  the  French  government  has  declared 
not  that  in  cafe  of  our  bcinf^  engaged  in  war,  her 
citizens  fhall  nottak  .  jr.imiflions  from  us  to  pri- 
vateer againft  f  .ir  cnci.i"  *,  which  would  be  the 
utmoft  extent '  j  /^  retaliation,  but  that  (he  will 
treat  as  j  ,'i.tes  all  fuch  of  our  citizens,  whether 
with  or  witnout  commiflions,  as  fhall  be  found  on 
board  of  her  enemies'  vefTcls,  whether  public  (hips 
of  war  or  privateers  j  and,  with  a  thirft  of  ven- 
geance, as  inhuman  as  it  is  unjud,  (he  adds  that 
they  fhall  experience  this  treatment  for  the  fimplc 
fa(5t  of  being  on  board,  though  brought  there  by 
tbfeats,  ot  even  by  force  I'    v  ^:-^    -.    «?  ;^ 

Thus,  if  an  American  feaman  has  the  misfor- 
tune of  being  impreflcd  by  a  Britifh  Ihip,  he  is 
liable  to  be  hanged  for  it  by  France  !  Such  is  the 
conduct  of  a  nation  which  perpetually  proclaims 
its  own  judice  and  magnanimity,  and  boafls  of 
«*  being  generous  to  its  allies."      -.-r    ,  "  .   .  ?i; 


"''his  dc  ,,  it  might  have  been  fuppofed,  would 
tui  up  the  meafure  of  unprovoked  and  irtfolent 
aggrefTion.  But,  No  !  Not  content  with  afting 
thus  towards  'us  herfelf,  France  has  endeavoured 
to  excite  the  Dutch  and  Spaniards  againfl  us  like- 
wife.  The  poor  humiliatcu  depfndcnt  Dutch, 
afraid  to  refufe,  begged  off  for  a  while,  and  were 
excufed.     Hcrattemnts,  however,  in  all  appear- 

H3     ,     ,.,-,. 
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ance,have  been  renewed  j  and,  as  (he  has  25,000 
troops  in  their  country,  there  is  litde  proba* 
biiity  of  their  being  able  to  hold  out.  As  for 
Spain,  fhe  has  come  into  the  meafure  j  her  minif- 
ter  has  lately  prefentcd  a  memorial  containing  the 
complaints  of  his  Catholic  majcfty :  Thcfe  com- 
plaints arc,  for  the  mod  part,  an  echo  to  thofe  of 
France.  There  is  one,  however,  peculiar  to  Spain, 
the  manifcft  and  even  ridiculous  futility  of  which, 
may  be  taken  as  an  example  of  all  the  reft.  Spain 
has  been  made  to  complain  of  the  Britifh  treaty  as 
an  infraction  of  that  concluded  lately  with  her  » 
notwithftanding  this  Britilh  treaty  was  prior  ia 
radfication  by  more  than  ten  montlis. 


f  ' 


'! 


Thus,  in  cafe  we  are  driven  to  a  war  with 
France,  are  thofe  two  nadons  to  be  compelled  to 
join  her,  as  they  have  done  in  that  againft  Great 
Britain.  Their  fate  in  both  will  no  doubt  be  thfc 
fame.  It  will  be  out  of  their  fpoils  that  we  alfo, 
like  Britain,  fhall  take  our  indemnification  j  and 
this  affords  a  complete  and  moft  ufeful  example 
of  the  arbitrary  and  fclfifh  condudl  of  France  to- 
wards thofe  powers  whom  fhe  can  frighten  or  fc- 
duce  into  her  meafures.  She  compels  them  to 
form  an  alliance,  for  which  they  pay  with  mofl: 
of  their  wealth  and  a  part  of  their  territories  j  and 
then  fhe  forces  them  to  join  her  in  wars,  wherein 
having  no  pofTible  intereft,  all  their  rcfources  are 
iacrificcd  to  promote  her  ambition  or  revenge. 
This  is  the  fate  flie  intended  for  u,  had  fhe  been 
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able  to  draw  us  into  her  fnares.  This  was  the 
common  caufe  with  her,  wherein  Genet  was  in- 
ftrufted  to  engage  us  j  this  was.  the  meaning  of 
thofc  efficacious  meafures  againft  Britain,  about 
which  his  two  fucceflfors  never  ceafed  to  declaim. 
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That  her  obJe£l,  from  the  beginning,  has  been 
to  draw  us  into  the  war,  is  manifeft,  not  only  from 
the  inltrudlions  to  Genet,  and  the  correfpondencc 
of  his  lucccflbrs,  but  alfo  from  the  meafures  them- 
felves,  which  fhe  wifhed  us  to  adopt,  from  the 
plan  of  aggrandizement  we  fee  her  purfuing  in 
Europe,  and  from  her  uniform  conduct  towards 
other  countries. 

As  to  Mr.  Gcnet*s  inftrudions,  they  are  full 
and  ex{^icit  j  they  go  diredly  to  the  objedt,  and 
point  out,  not  unfkilfully,  the  means  whereby  it 
was  to  be  cfFeftcd.  This  nobody  has  denied  j  but 
fome  have  been  of  opinion,  that  when  he  was  re- 
called, the  fyftcm  was  abandoned. 

If  {6,  whence  thofe  reiterated  complaints  by  his 
fticceirors,  that  we  had  not  adopted  efficacious  mea- 
fures to' make  our  neutrality  refpefled  by  Britain, 
and  to  compel  a  relinquilhment  on  her  part,  of 
rights  which  we  acknowledged  her  to  poflefs  ? 
What  more  efficacious  meafures  than  thofe  which 
we  hadpurfued,  were  inourpower,  fhortofhofti- 


lity,  or  of  what  mufl  ha\ 
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Mr.  Fauchct  on  the  2d  of  May,  1795,  ♦  fay  to  the 
fccrctary  of  ftatc,  "  I  hope,  thiercfore,  Sir,  that  the 
«f  executive  of  the  United  States  will  not  reft  fa- 
*«  tisfied  under  its  treaty  with  England,  fince  every 
' :  d  ■  «  thing  proves  that //&<?/ wtftffl  iiinfufficimiV*  What 
did  he  mean  by  our  not  "  refting  fatisfied"  under 
the  treaty  ?  What  could  we  do  if  refolved  "  not  to 
^  '('  I  ^»  reft  fatisfied  with  the  treaty,"  but  employ  cocr- 
v^  \  ■  cive  means  to  extort  what,  according  to  him,  the 
j\V;  j      treaty  had  been  found  infiifficicnt  to  obtain  ?  Why 
■^    ^      after  informing  us,f  <*  that  the  hiftory  of  our  neu- 
^  ,     t  «« trality  would  prove  it  to  have  been  a  prey  to 
v^" «  the  arbitrary  condu6l  of  Great  Britain,"  "did  he 
aflcrt  the  "  ncceflity  of  an  energetic  and  vigorous 
V  <«  reaction  on  our  part,  and  a  folemn  reparation, 
*''   •*  which  by  giving  to  America  what  her  honour  re- 
«  quired^    would  have  manifefted  towards  the 
««  French  Republic  the  inclinations  and  intentiont 
**  of  our  government  ?  We  had  already  done  what 
we  thought  fufficient,  or  in  our  power  for  proteft- 
ingourncutraHtyi  what  then,  befidehoftility,  could 
have  been  meant  by  an  energetic  and  vigorous  re* 
aSlion  ?  Why  did  he  recall  Xfpecially  to  our  atten- 
tion «<  the  energetic  and  liberal  execution  of  our 
«« treaty  with  France,  and  the  fupport  of  our  neu- 
«  tralit)  upon  a  refpeftable  footing  ?"  We  have 
already  put  it  on  the  moft  refpedlable  footing  in 
our  power  by  any  means  Ihort  of  war  ?  Why  then 
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*^  See  his  letter  of  that  date. 
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f.In  his  letter  of  June  8th,  1795.    J  In  the  fame  letter. 
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tilk  to  ui  oi energetic  mcafurcs,  aniii  %  <«  refpeSa^ 
*<  blc  footing,*'  unlcfs  fomcthing  more  was  to  be 
done,  and  fomc  further  means  to  be  ufcd  ?  Whyi . 
did  Mr.  Adet  in  his  note  of  September  29,  1795* 
tell  us  that  "  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  we  would 
^o^/iftf  England  to  ceafe  from  violating  the  rights 
«  of  nations."    Whence  the  tlamour,  ftill  frefh  in 
every  one's  recoUcfbion,  againft  the  prockrfiatioa 
of  neutrality,  which  this  miniftcr  has  branded  as 
infidious,  but  which  having  no  pofTible  object  but 
the  prefervation  of  peace,  could  not  have  given 
offence  unlefs  war  had  been  defired  ?  Why  did  he 
make  it  a  ground  of  complaint  afterwards,  "  that 
<*  we  had  not  compelled  England  to  refpcft  our 
"neutrality;"  that  is,  according  to  him,  to  relin- 
quifh  the  right  of  taking  cneiHies'  goods  out  of 
neutral  fhips  ?  Was  it  not  manifeft,  and  well  known 
to  this  minifter,that  we  had' done  everything  in  our 
power  to  accomplidi  thofe  objedts,  exceptattacking 
England  ?  How  were  we  to  oblige  her  to  defift  from 
i:;'^  violating  the  rights  of  nations ^  but  by  war  ?  <      f 

If  in  fine  the  fyftem  of  Mr.  Genet,  whereof  an 

alliance  offenfive  and  defenfive  was  manifeftly  a 

part,  had  been  relinquifhed  at  his  recall,  why  were 

all  his  pretentions  renewed  and  enforced  on  the 

15th  of  November,  1796,  by  the  manifefto  of 


Mr.  Adet  ? 
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The  meafiiret  themfelves,  which  France  re- 
quired us  to   adopt,  leave  no  doubt  about  her 
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•l^6ls.    In  the  firft  place,  that  we  fhould  compel 
Britain  to  rclinquilh  the  right  of  taking  enemies* 
goods  on  board  of  neutral  ihips.    This  right  fhe 
knew  that  Britain  had  always  refufcd  to  relin- 
qnilh  in  time  of  war  j  even  in  the  American  war, 
when  ihc  ftood  alone  againft  the  United  States, 
France,  Spain,  and  Holland ;  and  when  Ruffia> 
Sweden,  Denmark,  Pruflia,  and  the  Eianfe  towns, 
bad  formed  an  aflbciation  to  repel  the  right.  She 
had  never,  of  late  years  at  lead,  renounced  it 
even  in  poace,  except  to  France  hcrfelf  in  lySS-, 
and  then  Ihe  received  very  great '  equivalents* 
For  ws,  therefore,  to  infift  on  her  relinquifhment 
of  this  right,  during  fuch  a  war  as  the  prcfent, 
wherein  her  very  exiftence  is  flaked  on  the  fup- 
port  of  .her  maritime  fupcriority,  and  the  extent 
of  her  commerce,  France  well  knew  would  be  a 
▼9»r:  Attempt,  which  if  perfevered  in,  muft  infalli- 
bly end  in  war.     On  this  point,  therefore,  fhe 
infifted  with  unwearied  and   importunate  perle- 
Terance  -,  and  made  it  the  grand  hinge  of  all  hec 
complaints^ 

So  alio,  as  to  the  imprels  of  feamen  :  Ihe  well 
knew  that  Britain  claimed  the  right  of  impreffing 
fijch  of  our  feamen  as  having  been  her  fubjefts  at 
the  eonciufion  of  the  revolution  war,  had  fincc 
that  time  come  to  fettle  in  this  country.  This 
was  a  right  liable  to  abufe  indeed,  and  very  much 
abufed,  but  too  important  to  En*;land,  in  a  mari- 
time war,  to  bcrchnquifhed.     This  France  weU 
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j^et  the  relinquilhtnent  j  an  attempt  to  cflTc^l:  which 
muft  of  n^eceflity  have  brought  on  a  quarrel 

j 
She  ^rthcr  required  us  to  admit  a  coiiftruftion 
«f  the  treaty  with  her>  whereby  fhe  would  have 
been  permitted  to  arm  veiTels,  enlift  crews,  and 
fell  prizes  in  our  ports,  capture  Britiih  Veflcls 
within  our  jurifdidion,  and  exclude  every  Britifli 
Ihip  of  war  from  our  harbours.  To  this  partiality, 
fo  advantageous  to  her,  and  fo  hurtful  to  hei 
€nemy,  and  in  no  wife  intended  by  the  tren>:/, 
fhe  well  knew  that  Britain  would  not  patiendy 
fijbmit ;  for  the  latter  had  already  begun  to  com- 
plain. Had  we,  in  compliance  with  the  impor- 
tunate and  clamorous  demands  of  France,  adopt- 
ed this  fyltem,  there  is  no  doubt  that  Britaia 
would  have  oppofed  it :  For  a  proud  and  angry 

'  rival  is  not  apt  to  fee,  without  difcontcnt,  favors 
injuriou&toitfelfgratuitoufly  accorded  to  its  op- 

^  ponent.     Hence  abundant  matter  for  a  quarrel 
muft  have  arifen.    All  this  France  knew,  and  fhe 

V  urged  the  demand  with  encreafing  earneftnels*  v^ 
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*  Thefc  were  the  leading  mcafures  required  of  us 
by  France,  and  they  all  had  an  obvious  and  ne« 
ceflary  tendency  to  bring  about  a  war :  a  tenden- 
cy whereof  it  was  impoffible  for  her  to  be  igno- 
rant. Hence  the  eagernefs  with  which  (he  pur- 
iued  them,  and  her  vexation  and  refentment  at 
feeing  them  defeated.  The  fame  tendency, 
though  not  in  all  cafes  equally  ftrong,  may  be 
perceived  in  all  her  other  fteps,  yM- 
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'  But  it  >Hrill  be  impofTiblc  to  underdand  fully  the 
yiews  of  France  in  this  Country,  without  attend- 
ing a  litde  to  her  Projc(^s  in  Europe. 

It  is  perfectly  well  known,  that  fhe  long  flnce 
^rmed,  and  ftill  purfues  with  the  mod  Heady 
perfcverance,  a  fyftrm  of  aggrandizement  in  Eu- 
fopei  for  enfuring  the  fucccls  of  which,  it  is  abfo- 
lutely  tflential  that  the  maritime  power  of  Eng- 
land (hould  be  reduced.  Germany  oppoicd 
barriers  to  her  by  land,  which  were  alfo  to  be 
removed.  Accordingly  Germany  was  to  be  di- 
vided, and  a  maritime  coalition  formed  againft 
England.  Of  this  coalition,  ^  the  United  State* 
twerc  to  form  an  important  part  j  for  thoi>gh  we 
had  no  r.avy,  it  was  known  that  we  had  the  uicans 
of  fpcedily  forming  one  •,  and,  that  when  once 
engaged  in  the  war  wc  fhould  be  obliged  to  exert 
them.  The  great  number  of  our  merchant  ihips, 
in  the  mean  time,  the  (kill,  numbers,  and  enter- 
prizing  charadcr  of  our  feamen,  the  abundance 
ofprovilions  and  naval  ftores  in  our  Country,  the 
convenience  of  our  Harbours,  and  above  all  our 
vicinity  to  the  Weft  Indies,  where  the  commerce 
and  navy  of  England  are  moft  eafily  fufccptible 
of  a  deep  and  deadly  wound,  would  have  render- 
ed us  a  moft  important  ally  in  a  maritime  war 
againft  that  Power.  To  cut  off  our  commerce 
with  her  at  the  iamcdme,  the  importance  whereof 
to  her,  though  certainly  great,  has  been  far 
over- rated   by    France,   would    grcady  aid  the 
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Accordingly  we  6nd  that  as  foo^  as  the  rcpul;)l(C 
•nd  the  pow^  of  tht  Jacobin  leaders  were  efta- 
blifhed,  and  before  the  war  with  England  comr 
mcnced,  Mr.  Genet  was  fcnt  out  with  cxprcft 
inftruftions  to  brinjg  about  this  alliance  t  and  I 
have  been  afllircd  by  a  gentleman,  who  about 
that  tinte  a^ted  a  coniiderable  part  in  the  conven- 
tion, but  has  fince  vifited  America,  that  thi^  mari- 
time coalition  was  early  deviled,  and  that «  nothing 
«  was  wanting  to  its  completion  but  the  confenc 
«  of  the  United  States."  «  That  confcnt,"  ht 
.added,  with  an  air  of  refcntment  which  four  year* 
have  not  been  able  to  allay,  «  was  applied  for  and 
**  was  refufed'*  , .  , 
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'  Ih'tWs  refiiRil,  and  In  that  proclamation  of  neu- 
trality againft  which  the  minifters  of  France  have 
never  ceafed  to  cry  out,  from  Genet  who  faid 
«  it  was  a  breach  of  the  treaty,"  to  Adet  who 
brands  it  as, "  infidious,"  was  laid  the  foundation 
of  our  prefent  quarrel  with  France.  She  did  not, 
however,  begin  the  qnarrel  immediately  j  for  fhc 
dill  entertained  hopes  of  drawing  us  gradually  into 
the  war  by  fomenting  our  ancient  differences  with 
England,  aiid  prevailing  on  uS;  under  the  pretext 
of  fulBlling  our  obligations  by  treaty  and  the  laws 
of  neutrality,  to  adopt  meafures  which  her  anta- 
gonift  would  nOt  Iwve  failed,  and  juftly  too,  to 
confider  as  hoftile.  When  fhe  faw  thefc  efforts 
conftandy  baffled  by  tlie  firm  prudence  of  our 
government,  and  all  her  hopes  of  a  quarrel  finally 


^".  ..*' 


[      126     1 

cxtingui(hed  by  the  treaty  with  Britain,  (he  then 
iuffered  her  refentment  to  blaze  out  in  the.  meat- 
fure»  which  (he  now  purfues. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  plan  went  on  in  Europe. 
«nd  was  purfued  with  varying  (liccefs,  but  unde- 
viating  perfevcrance  :  nor  did  it  receive  the  Icaft 
check  or  alteration  from  the  frequent  changes  of 
government  in  France.  Various  factions  wifhed 
to  rule  at  home,  and  in  their  ftruggles  for  power, 
llaughtercd  each  other  without  remorfe  or  for« 
bearance  :  but  they  all  had  the  fame  objedt  as  to 
their  neighbours ;  and  that  objedl  was  aggrandize^ 
mcnt  to  France  at  their  expencc. 


>v>-.;v' 


They  began  with  Germany,  which  being  neareft 
to  them,  it  was  neceflary  firft  to  cripple*  They 
conlidered  it  likewife  as  the  moft  vulnerable,  by 
the  two  weapons  wherewith  they  meant  to  affail 
all  Europe.  Tho(e  weapons  were  divifwn  and  in-' 
furre^ion,  Mr.  Fauchet,  in  his  intercepted  dif-r 
patch,  has  informed  us,  that  France  had  an  eye  tqf 
the  ufe  that  might  be  made  of  them  here  alfo.    ,,  ,^^ 

Germany  is  compoled  of  a  great  number  of 
independent  powers,  fomc  of  them  very  incon- 
ilderable,  and  all  held  very  loofely  together  by  a 
kind  of  league,  at  the  head  of  which  is  the  em- 
peror, Auftria,  which  compofes  the  peculiar 
dominions  of  the  emperor,  is  by  far  the  molt 
powerful  of  the  German  ftates,  and  poiledicd  aU(i 
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of  very  cxtenfive  dominions  out  of  Germany,  cf. 
pccially  in  Itdly  and  Belgium.  PruHia  comes  aexx^ 
which,  though  formerly  inconfiderable,  was  raiicd 
by  the  talents  and  long  reign  of  the  late  king  ta 
a  very  high  pitch  of  power  and  importance.  This 
power  regards  icfelf  as  the  rival  of  Aullria,  againft 
which  it  entertains  a  jealoufy  mixt  with  rcfent- 
uient  and  dread,  Thcfe  two  great  powers  mutu- 
ally balance  and  controul  each  other  in  the  aifairi 
of  Germany  {  and  the  fmaller  (tates  adhere  fome 
to  the  one,  and  fome  to  the  other,  as  general  poli-- 
cy  or  particular  motives  may  iiappen  to  didate. 


It  is  eaiy  to  fee  how  abundandy  the  feeds  of  dl- 
vifion  are  fown  in  this  fyftem.  Thefe  were  alfo 
circumftances  which  Ibemed  to  favor  the  pjao  of 
exciting  ipfurrptoi}. 

AH  the  governments  of  Germany,  except  a  few 
towns,  were  arbitrary  in  their  form  j  and  fonne  of 
them  very  oppreflive  in  their  practice  :  and  altho' 
the  apparent  vices  of  thefe  governments  wiere 
gready  correded'  by  mild  cuftoms  and  fixt  la«i 
£br  the  fecurity  of  pcrfons  and  property,  whicli 
could  not  eafiiy  be  violated  i  yet  there,  as  in  all 
other  countries  where  a  vaft  population,  and  its 
certain  conlcquence,  great  inequality  of  condiuonj!, 
have  taken  place,  there  were  great  numbers,  who 
poflefling  litde,  and  obliged  to  gain  their  fubfift- 
i^nce  by  conftant  labour,  would  natOrally  look  with 
an  eye  of  difcontent  on  the  wealth  and  privilegei 
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of  the  fuperior  claflcs.  It  was  by  this  defcriptioh 
of  people  that  France  meant  to  work.  It  was  b^ 
cxcitiogthcm  to  infurre^ion,  that  the  perlbns  who 
then  dirc^ed  hor  aifairs  had  endavcd  their  own 
country,  after  overturning  a  government  cftab- 
lidied.by  free  and  general  confent ;  and  it  was  by 
the  (amc  engine  that  they  intended  to  fubjugate 
Germany, .  having  firft  fubvcrtcd  and  trampled 
under  foot  thofc  governments  whereby  her  force 
bad  been  united  and  diredled^ 

*''«»■■ 

.Thofc  who  hgd  nothing  were  to  he  the  inftru- 
fnents  abroad,  as  they  have  been  at  home  s  and 
they  were  to  be  iet  to- work  by  pointing- to*  tlw 
plunder  ofthoft  whohad  fomething.  Thcir'exer'- 
tions  were  to  beaided  by  large  bodies  of-  French 
troops  drawn  to  the  frontiers, -jtnd  held  in  rcadinefs 
"  to  profit  by  circumftanccs.  To  repelfomc  fmall 
aflcmblages  of  French  emigrants,  whom  the  Em> 
peror  himfelfhad  compelled  to  difpcrfci  was  thi 
pretext  for  thefc  armaments;  meanwhile  every 
expedient  of  fraud  and  didimulation  was  u(ed  to 
lidl  the  vigilance  of  tht  German  dates,  and  cnflame 
,  tbcirrefe^Kmcnts  and  jcaloufies  againft  each  other.* 

♦  The  French  carried  this  diffimulation  fo  far,  as  tb 
aflure  the  Emperor,  that  they  abhorred  the  idea  of  ex- 
citing commotrons ;  and  when  England  afterwards  comr 
p'ained  of  their  meafures  for  this  purpofe,  they  affiireS 
her,  that  thofe  meafures  were  not  meant  to  affect  her,  but 
.were  exclufi-vtly  intended  againfi  Jujiria  and  Prujia  I  See 
Cftrfrefpondcncf ,       ; , .       .  _        .   . : 
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The  king  of  PrufTiat  however,  and  theSmpe* 
ror,  threatened  alike  by  this  commoa  and  ior- 
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Nstiiing  can  be  more  inconteftable  than  th%  pofitibo, 
that  France  was  the  aggreiTor  in  the  prefent  war.  Any 
•ne  who  will  read  the  con  efpondence  between  the  Courta 
of  ("ranee  and  Vienna,  will  find  that  before  the  Auftrians 
and  Pruifians  began  to  arm,  or  t|,oek  any  hollile  meafurcs 
•f  any  klud,  France  threatened  and  alarmed  Germany, 
end  the  Low  Countries,  by  great  military  preparations  on 
^^c{r  frontiers.  This  was  not  denied  by  France ;  biit 
ih<'  juftified  it  under  various  pretexts.  One  was,  the 
pecelfity  of  repelling  the  emigrants.  But  the  forces  col- 
lei^«d  were  ten,  perhaps  twenty  times  more  numerous 
than  the  emigrants  who  were  collecting  in  arms.  The 
Entjperor  bad,  moreover,  forbidden  them  to  aflfemble  in  arms 
on  bis  territory.  He  had  adtually  compelled  them  to  dif* 
perfe  ;  and  had  induced  the  German  Princes  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood  of  Fran'ce  to  adopt  the  fame  fyilem.  Some 
fmall  oorps  of  emigrants  did,  notwithftanding,  remain  in 
irma  in  different  places,  but  not  on  the  Emperor's  terri- 
tories }  and  they  were  too  inconfiderable  to  give  any 
alarm  to  France.  Another  pretext  was,  the  convention 
at  Pilnitz  ;  but  this  convention  was'  in  its  very  nature 
defen(ive  and  eventual.  It  was  an  agreement  between  the 
Emperor  and  king  of  Pruflla,  that  if  either  of  them  (hcuid 
experience  thofe  attacks  from  France  wherewith  they  were 
threatened,  they  would  affiit  each  other  }  and,  moreover, 
that  they  would  proted  the  king  of  France  from  perfonal 
violenc«.  They  did  not  arm  in  fupport  of  this  convention  ; 
and,  as  foon  as  the  king  gave  his  aflent  to  the  conftitution, 
and  declared  himfelf  free,  they  fufpended  the  convention  by 
a  public  declaration.  Another  pretext  was,  that  the  Empe- 
ror hid  lent  additional  tr^ps  into  fome  of  bu  frontier  do- 
minions, and  had  direded,  one  of  b>s  generals '  to  naarch  t9 
fbe  afliftance  of  a  certain  German  prince  (hould  he  be  at- 
tackeJL  But  the  Etpperorhad  a  right,  aud  was  aUb  bot^nd,  t» 
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midable  danger,  refolved  to  fufpend  their  animo- 
iities,  and  unite  in  meafures  for  the   common 

afllft  the  German  dates  if  attacked  ;  and,  as  to  the  additional 
ttuops,    they  did  not  exceed  four  thoufand,  the  ufual  com- 
plement of  recruits  fent  annually  to  his  peace  eftablifliment 
in  that  quarter)    while  France  had  drawn  a  large  army  to 
the  fame   quarter.     Thcfe  fa^ls  were  ttated  on  the  part  of 
Aullria  in  the  correfpondence,    and  not  denied  by   France. 
A  fouith  pretext  was,  that  the  Emperor  gave   prote£lion  to 
the  Emigrants  ;  but  he  gave  them  an  afylum  only  and  hof- 
pitality,    with  an  exprefs  ptohibition  to  arm  on  his  terrt> 
tories.      France    demanded  of   him   to  reduce  his  troojiS) 
while  (he  exprefsly  refufed  to  reduce  hers,  to  drive  away  the 
emigrants,  and  to  abandon  the  convention  of  Filnitz  ;  and 
becaufe  he  refufed  to  comply  with  thefe  demands,  (he  declar- 
ed war  againft   him.     The  fame  happened  with  refpeA  to 
Pruffia. 

' ,  The  French  minifter  who  was  at  Vienna,  when  the  war 
broke  out,  declared  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  Jx/lem  of  the 
Emperor  was  pacific.  Mr.  De  Le(rart,  who  was  niinifter 
for  foreign  affairs  in  France  at  the  fame  time,  and  who 
carried  on  the  correfpondence  which  preceded  the  war  againft 
Aa(tria  and  Prulfia,  wrote  a  letter  afterwards  to  Mr.  Neckar, 
in  which  he  declares,  <*  that  it  was  clear  to  demonftration, 
«« that  they  (the  Auftrians  and   Pruflians)  were  unwilling 

■  <(  to  make  war  againft  France  ;  that  it  was  evident  from 
««  unanfwerable  proof,  that  France  provoked  them  to  hof- 
•«  tilities,  and  fet  all  Europe  againft  her.**  See  Neckar's 
addrefs  to  the  French  people  in  behalf  of  Louis  the  fixteenth, 
wherein  this  letter  from  De  Leffartfis  cited. 

V   *«  The  teftimony  of  Brilfot  to  the  fame  point,  will  perhaps 

<     be  thought  woithy  by  fome  of  more  credit.      When  ac- 

Cufmg  the  French  king  in    the    convention,   of   want  of 

fidelity  to  the  nation,  he  chaiged  him  with  uniu'tUmgneft  to 
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defence.  Franoe  required  them  10  relin^uiih  thofe 
ineafures,  to  difarm  while  (he  was  encreafiag  her 

attack  Auftrittt  and  exclaimed,  <*  we/'  meaning  himfelf  and 
his  partjr,  **  compelled  him  to  declare  war,  in  order  to  put 
"him  to  the  tell."  After  the  king  waa  dethroned,  Briflbt 
juflitied  the  war,  and  took  the  credit  of  it  to  himfelf  and 
his  friends.  *'  Without  the  war,"  fays  he  in  his  gazette 
of  September  2Jid,  179a,  "the  revolution  o^  the  loth  of 
"  Auguft  would  never  have  taken  place ;  without  the  war, 
**  France  never  would  have  been  a  republic  }"  and  in  hit 
Addrefs  to  his  conftituents,  pige  56,  he  declares,  **  that  the 
(^  war  with  Auftria  was  forced  on  France  by  outrages  and 
.**  thr^ts,  and  that  to  enfure  fuccefs  flie  was  ohtiged  to  begin 
**  if/*  It  has  already  appeared  what  thefe  *'  outrages  aud 
"  threats"  were  ;  and  we  have  the  teftimony  of  Briflbt  him- 
felf, that  it  was  not  by  them  that  the  war  with  Auftria  was 
rendered  necefTary,  though  they  were  ufed  as  the  pretexts. 
It  was  to  bring  about  the  revolution  of  the  icth  of  Auguft  j 
to  give  the  BrifTotine  party  arms,  wherewith  they  might 
dieftroy  the  king  and  conflltution,  and  afterwards  rule  the 
nation  under  pretence  of  eftablilhing  a  republic.  In  the  mean 
time,  it  being  clear  that  every  man's  teftimony  is  good  againft 
himfelf,  we  muft  believe  on  that  of  Briffot,  that  he  and  his 
firt J  iegan  the  war  againjl  Aujlria, 
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As  to  Holland,  they  declared  war  againft  her,  without 
cereirony  or  pretence  ;  except  that  feeing  her  frontiers  ap- 
proached by  war,'  (he  had  taken  fome  precautions  purely  de- 
fenfive.  They  even  violated  her  acknowledged  rights  before 
flic  began  thofe  precautions.  '  ►" 

With  refpeft  to  England,  it  is  perfeSly  certain  that 
France  was  the  aggreflbr ;  befides  the  fafts  and  papers 
which  fpeak  for  themfelves,  the  point  is  cltabliflied  by  the 
pofitive  teftimony  of  three  French  writers,  ail  well  in- 
formed,   and  two  of  whom  aded  a  very  conliderable  part 
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force  On  their  frontiers;  and  when  they  reftfed- 
flie  immediately  declared  war  againfl  them..  Her 
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in  the  Tcvoliltion  aftd  ih  the  >#ar.  Thcfe  arc  Calonne,  Brif- 
fot,  and  t)umouricr  ;  all  of  whom  affirm  that.  France  at- 
tacked England.  Brlflbt  was  a  leading  member  of  the  Con« 
vcntton  at  the  time,  ind  when  he  was  afterwards  broua;ht 
to  the  bl  )ck,  one  of  the  charges  agrainft  him  was,  his  having 
been  the  author  of  the  attack.  He  replied,  that  Robe- 
Tpicrre's  party  wcrfc  the  authors  of  It :  but  he  did  not  fay 
that  Ffiance  Was  not  the  aggrfcflbrj  which  would  hxit  btcti 
a  complete  juftiiication.  On  the  contrary,  he  aflerted»  that 
]f ranee  was  the  aggrcAbr  moil  «h\frifdy,  and  that  Robe- 
fpierre's  party  had  induced  h<r  to  become  fo.  In  his  Ap- 
peal to  his  Conftituents,  he  fays  the  fame  thing  over  and 
over :  In  this  Appeal,  page  47,  he  exprefsly  afterta,  that  ^ 
£hgland  did  not  begin  io  arm  till  three  months  nfttr  PrMti, 
'  He  alfo  fays,  page  60,  "  that  a  determination  had  been  made 
•*  to  biave  all  Europe."  ~ 

'In  Otfloher,  1792,  the  Converttibn,  ad  appears  by  the 
i&mi  iiUtVibrity,  had  ordered  formidable  t^aval  equipments 
t6  be  made  in  eicpi  Nation  of  a  ivar  with  the  maritime  powers. 
f  his  Was  previous  to  moft,  if  not  all,  of  thofp  ada  on  the 
part  of  England,  which  FVance  made  the  ground  of  her  de* 


claration  of  war. 


, '-"^  ;"     "  'iJi.-A; 


**  DumOurier  loudlf  charges  the  Convention  with  having  driven 
£hg)(md  into  the  ttrar,  whieh  he  repeatedly  declares  might 
eafily  have  been  avoided.    •    '^  -     •  -      '  /  i  .,  ;jv     . » 

See  his  Life,  3d  vol.   containing  the  hidory  of  his  cam- 
})aignft. 

Tt-  muft  St  the  fame  time  be  admitted,  that  although  the 
combined  powers  were  attacked  and  driven  into  the  war 
xn  their   own   defence,  yet,    when  they    found   thcmfL-lves 
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mm!fter  at  Viebnat  at  xhstx  time  declared,  that  the 
Emperor  was  difpofed  for  peaee.  Her  mliiiAer 
for  foreign  affairs  declared  the  fame  thing  ;  and 
k  proof  of  it  is,  that  *  three  months  elapfed  after 
Ihis  deelaration>  before  the  Auilrians  and  PruiVi- 
ans  were  able  to  collect  an  aitny  on  the  frontiers 
^f  FfftQce  fufficient  for  oifeufive  operations. 

'  TheEmperor's  dominions  ia  Belgium,  being  at 
a  great  diftan  ce  from  his  other  territories,  and  in  the 
€lofeneighbourboodof  France,  wereexpofedtoau 
immediate  aad  eafy  attack.They  were  alfo  thou  ght 
more  obnoxious  to  the  weapon  of /«yifrr*;Ji/ort  than 
an.y  other  country ;  for  though  they  enjoyed  the 
freeft  conftittition  of  any  people  on  theContinenc 
of  Europe,  except  the  Swifs  and  Dutch,  fome 
iuvalions  of  their  rights,  attempted  by  a  for>ner 
Emperor,  had  planteddeep  the  feedsofdifcouiont 

engaged  in  it,  and  began  to  entertain  profpf^le  of  fuccefs 
they  alfo  began  %q  form  projecls  of  aggrandizcnneiu  at  tlic 
expense  of  France.  It  is  alfo  highly  probable  that  mod  of 
the  powerful  governments  became  very  little  averfe  fro..'.  \v?.:\ 
when  they  found  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  France,  by  her  inter- 
jial  connnotions,  and  the  univcrfal  indignation  which  the  exe* 
cation  of  the  king  and  the  murdets  at  Puria  had  excited 
againil  her,  would  become  an  eafy  prey.  It  is  not,  howevcH-, 
the  lefs  true,  that  France  began  the  war,  partiQulaily  agalnil 
Holland  and  England,  which  for  a  long  time  fhewed  t:vei-y 
appearance  of  dcfiring  peace.  ,  >  ..-    . 

*  The  declaration  of   war  was  April  2oth,  1792.  Th 
Duke  of  Brunfwick  did  not  begin  his  march  from  Coblent ' 
. till  Tply  271}),  1792.         ^      ;     ,  vi  ;. 
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and  diftruft .  Thefe  attempts  had  been  givei^  up 
by  Auftria;  but  the  jealoufy  and  rcfentment  in- 
fpired  by  them,  were  far  from  being  exiinguiiih- 
ed.  Thefe  fparks  it  was  the  care  of  France  to 
fan  by  emiffaries  and  promifes  ;  and,  when  her 
armies  entered  the  country,  tney  were  preceded 
by  declarations  that  they  came  as  the  friends  of 
the  people,  to  aflift  them  in  breaking  the  chains 
of  their  ancient  tyrants.    . 


r%: 


;  ( i  We  have  already  feen  what  kind  of  friendibip 
it  was  which  th^y  had  for  the  Belgians,  and  how 
the  chains  of  thiis  deluded  people  have  been 
brokea.  They  have  been  plundered  of  every 
thing  they  pofleffed  to  replenifh  the  treafury  of 
France,  drained  of  all  their  refources  tofupport 
her  armies,  and  are  now  fubje^k  to  a  militai:y 
government.     /  ••|vlj^v^£'v^^f;i^:L£i-,;^^ 

'■'■-  England  for  a  while  was  let  alone ;  It  was  not 
the  feafon  yet  for  attacking  her,  till  Audria  and 
Pruffia  fliould  be  exhaufted,  Holland  fubjugated, 
and  Belgium  annexed  to  France.  The  maritime 
coalition,  moreover,  had  not  yet  been  formed; 
confequently  the  plan  againfl  England  was  not 
yet  rii^e.  Correfpondence  in  the  mean  time  was 
kept  up  with  the  revolutionifts  in  England  and 
Ireland;  open  encouragement  was  held, out  to 
them,  and  their  deputations  had  public  audi- 
ences from  the  French  convention.  ; 


> 


The  Britifh  government  was  alarmed  at  thefe 


' 


% 
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meafurcs.  It  alfo  took  umbrage  at  the  proceed- 
ings'in  Belgium,  and  the  attacks  made  on  HoU   ' 
land,  with  which  laft  it  was  in  alliance,  it  comr y 
plained  of  thefe   attacks,  and  of  the  decrees  ;   ' 
whereby  the  Convention  had  made  a  forma!  pro- 
mife  of  fupportto  the  infurgents  of  every  couii-     . 
try.    The  Convention  juftified  the  attacks  on 
Holland}  and  affured  England  that  the  decrees 
had  been   mifunderftood  ;  that  they  meant  no- 
thing at  which  any  government  ought  to  be  of- 
fended, and  were  only  to  be  executed  in  cafes 
where  a  whole  people  having  refolved  to  change 
their  government,  (hould  call  for  the  affiflance  of 
France.    On  the  fame  day  when  thefe  aflu ranees 
were  made,  the  convention  fent  commiflioners 
into  Belgium  to  execute  thofe  decrees,  wl^h  in-*' 
ftruftions  to  "  treat  as  enemies  all  pcrfons,  and 
"  even  whole  countries,  which  fhould  refufe  to  al- 

"  ter  their  goveraments  according  io.  her  will.", 

» ^,.;^---  -■::,:•  " .      " . '    "   ■       :  ,■"   ■ '",  ■  ._^,  <. .% 

N   England  in  the  mean  time,  juflly  confidering 

thefe  explanations  as  deceptive  and  unfatisfac- 

tory,  went  on  with  her  preparations  for  the  de-' 

fence  of  herfelf  and  her  ally.    France  required 

her  to  defift;  and  when  fhe  refufed,  and  fent  a-. 

way  a  minifter  who  employed  himfelf  in  excit-, 

ing  fedition,  war  was  declared  againft  her.  This 

war  many  of  the  politicians  of  France  condemn-  %,  v 

ed,  heeaufe  it  was  declared  toofoon :   and  yet  they  \ 

confeiTed  that  France  had  begun  to  arm  for  it 

three  months  before  England.* 

•  If  any  are  in  doubt  of  all  this,  or  ignorant  of  it,  they  arc 
rcquefted  <o  xead  the  corrcfpondoices  between  France  and 


!£-4 
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In  the  courfe  of  the  war,  means  were  foupd  to 
detach  the  king  of  Pruffia,  by  working  on  his 


Aiiftria,  thof(p  between  England  and. Trance,  the  ipeeche^ 
and  repoKCS  of  Briffot,  and  his  Addrcfs  to  his  Conftituents, 
and  the  relation  publifhed  t)y  Chauflfard,  one  of  the  commif- 
fioners  for  executing  the  decrees  in  Belgium,  whereiu  he 
gives  an  account  of  his  ^wn  proceedings,  and  explains  tbo 
plans  of  the  Convention.  The  reply  to  Briflbt's  Addrefs  by 
Oimile  Defmoulius,  in  behalf  of  the  Robefperrian  party,  (hould 
alfo  be  cohfulted ;  and  Neckar's  Addrefs  to  the  French  in  be-* 
hulf  of  Louis  the  fixteenth.  Brifibt  in  one  of  his  letters  de- 
clares, "  we,  the  French,  muft  fet-fire  to  the  four  corners  of 
<•  Europe."  Cainilc  Defraoulins  in  his  reply,  afferts,  "  that  to 
"  diforganixe  Europe  was  one  of  the  fublime  vocations  of  the 
*'  Convention."  Briffot  in  his  -ddrefs,  aiks,  *♦  what  did  en^ 
"  lightened  Republicans  wi(h  before  the  1  oth  of  Auguft  ;  (tht 
*<  day  when  the  king  was  dethroned )  men  who  wifhed  for  H- 
*♦  berty  not  only  for  their  own  country,  but  for  all  Europe  ? 
"  They  believed  that  they  could  generally  eftabllfh  it,  by  excit- 
**  ing  the goyerned  againfi  the  governorst  and  letting  the  people  fee 
"  the  facility  andadvantage  tf  fuch  infurreHions"  But  Chauf- 
fard  explains  himfelf,  and  developes  the  fyftem,  more  fully. 
•*  No  doubt**  fays  he,  "  it  was  the  intereft  of  France  to  laifc 
^  and  lecure  ly  conquefl  the  trade  of  the  Belgic  provinces,  fo 
*^  crampt  by  that  of  Holland  ;  and  thence  to  threaten  and 
<*  alarm  the  United  Provinces,  to  place  our  aflignats  on  the 
"  very  defks  of  their  counting  houfes,  there  to  rum  the  hank  of 
*'  England^  and  in  fhort,  to  complete  the  revolution  of  the  mo- 
■*  ney  fyftem.  It  was  the  intereft  of  France  to  monopolize,  as 
**  it  were,  thefe  vaft  implements  of  trade,  thefe  manufaAories 
«  of  national  profperity.  It  was  the  intereft  of  France  to 
*<  weaken  her  mortal  enemy  (the  Emperor)  to  cramp  his  ef- 
**-  forts  to  aggrandize  herfelf  with  his  ffoilt  :  In  ftiort,  to  muti- 
"  late  the  Coloffus  of  Auftna,  by  rending  from  him  thefe  fer- 
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avarkc,  f  xchlag  Ills  ancient  rivalfhip  and  refent- 
nient  againft  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  tempting 


•ft 


"n- 


*'  tUc  provinces  of  Belgium,  for  obtaining  and  fecuring  the 
*<  pofieffion  of  which,  he  has,  for  ages,  been  bvifli  of  gold,  of 
<' bloQii^iind  of  intrigues."  • 

Thus  alfo  it  was'the  intereft  of  France  to  mutilate  the  Co- 
loflus  of  England,  by  rending  from  her  the  colonies  in  Ameri- 
ca* And  yet  (he  tells  us,  and  the  Belgians,  of  her  dlfintereJUd 
fervices  in  giving  our  independence. 

"•*  England  and  Pruffia,"  continues  Chanffard,  in  the  words 
of  a  fpeech  which  had  been  delivered  in  the  Convention,  and 
approved  of  by  It,  "  know  very  well  that  France  had  the 
**  greatefl  intereft  to  fuisllitute  a  popular  and  reprefentative  go- 
**  vernn^ent  for  the  aridocratic  and  degenerate  one  that  adiu- 
"  ally  eyifts  in  Holland  ;  that  ivitb  the  forces  of  that  country, 
*•  France  would  irrecoverably  dejlroy  the  trade  of  Englandt  and 
**•  by  means  of  her  navy  foon  command  the  Baltic ;  that 
*'  all  that  would  be  wanting  would  be  the  renewal  in  that  part 
'<  of  the  North,  of  an  alliance  of  fituation  then  bi^aome  iiecef- 
"  fary  ;  and  that  an  intimate  union  between  France  and  Hol« 
*'  land  being  once  formed,  the  fupremacy  of  the  EngVifb  Irade^ 
**  both  in  the  Eajl  and  IVeJl  Indies,  would  rapidly  difappear ; 
•*  while  Pi  uffia  on  her  fide  would  irrecoverably  lofe,  foouer  or 
**  later,  all  her  poffeflions  in  Weftphalia."  *  ^ 

Here  the  plan  ftands  confefled.  The  Emperor  was  to  he 
flripped  in  Belgium,  and  the  king'  of  Pruflla  in  Weilphalia^ 
The  bank  of  England  was  to  be  ruined  by  operations  In  Hol- 
land, and  a  popular  government  fubflituted  in  that  country,  in 
order  to  place  its  forces  under  the  diredllon  of  France ; .  and 
with  thefe  forces,  aided  by  hfr  own,  France  was  to  deftroy. 
Irrecoverably,  the  trade  of  England  In  Europe,  and  make  Its 
fupremacy  both  in  t!ie  Eaft  afcd  Weft  Indies  rapidly  difappear. 


r    :'t 


M  -^r*-. 


him  with  the  profped  of  a  (hare  in  its  fpails.  The 
price  of  this  defedion  lay  long  concealed  in  the 

And  all  this  was  to  be  efFeAed,  by  fetting  fire  to  the  fori' 
porners  of  Europe,  and  exciting  the  people  every  where  to  in  - 
furredion  againft  the  government.  It  mull  be  confcffcu  that 
a  projcA  fo  atrocious  in  its  end,  ami  fo  abominable  in  its 
means,  has  never  been  coaceiyed  before,  not  even  by  the  I^o- 

While  all  this  was  goirug  on,  the  Convention,  in  order 
to  hoodwink  England,  was  making  to  her  the  moil  folemii 
aiTurances  of  pacific  intentions.  It  even  carried  its  difiimu> 
lation  to  the  almofl  incredible  leQ|rth  of  requefting  the  media- 
tion of  England  to  bring  about  a  peaC)^  with  Pn^ffia  and  tbc 

mperor.  ■        .,         .  •-",.,  ?    *  > 


>"JU,J< 


A  further  and  a  very  ftrong  confirmatiom  of  thcfc  points 
is  found  in  the  date  of  the  inllrudlions  to  Genet,  the  mani> 
feft  objeft  of  which  was  to  bring  the  United  Stktes  into  a 
war  againft  Great  Britain.  Thefe  inftruftions  were  figne4 
January  3d,  1793}  the  fupplementary  inftruAions,  January 
17th,  1793;  Mr.  Chauvelin  was  ordered  to  quit  England 
January  a^th,  1793  ;  and  war  was  declared  againft  England 
February  ift,  1793.  If  this  difmiffal  was  the  occafion  of  the 
war,  as  France  ailed ged,  why  thofe  inftrudlions  before  the 
difmifTal  i  Had  France  been  difpofed  for  peace,  as  (he  al- 
Icdged,  would  fhe,  on  account  of  this  difmiifal)  have  declared 
war  within  fix  days  after  it  took  place  ?         ,.,.  > 


^ 


And  yet  there  ar<!  men,  men  too  of  talents  and  informa- 
tjon,  who  remain  blind  to  all  this !  Who  while  France  was 
cptnly  forming  proj<;6is  of  empire  againft  all  her  neigh- 
bours, and  openly  preffing  forward  their  execution,  by 
ev  vy  mean  of  artifice  and  force,  believed  that  (he  was 
ijuredand  attacked,  becaufe  in  the  face  of  her  own  afts 
(ht  laid  fo !      From    a    late  pamphlet,    publiihed    by   Mr. 
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^ 


fecret  articles  of  the  trciity  of  peace;  and  the 
king  of  Prnffia   remained  quiet,  being  kept  iu 
awe  by  the  Emprefs  of  RuiTia,  wbo  threatened  i ' 
him  in  cafe  heihould  make  any  attempts  agaiuft  - 
the  Hbufe  of  Auftria,  or  the  Germanic  body,  ^-d^- 

The  Fmprefs,  however,  lieing  lately  dead,and  • 
her  fucceffor having adoptcdfomem  afurcs  from 
which  it  was  thought  that  wcaknefs  of  charader  ^ 
and  incapacity  might  be  inferred,  if  not  a  difpo- 
iition  favourable  to  the  views  of  France,  the  fe- 
cret  articles  have  come  to  light,  and  the  king  of  ' 
"Pruffia  hasaffumed  a  very  threatening  tojcaud 
afpe^l  towards  Auftria.    The  Emperor  of  Rufiia. 
however,  it  isfaid,  has  given  him  tounderftand  ^ 
that  he  muft  be  quiet,  or  exped  an  attack  from 
the  whole  force  of  the  Rufiian  empire.    Thus  - 
much  is  certain,  that  his  hodile  movements  have  ■" 
abated  ;   and  thus  the  plan  of  turiling  the  force 
of  Germany  againft  itfelf,  has  once  more  been 
defeated.' ^,-*''^*S  --m'  ij^ii-  -aj^iqil  u.:4fgA:i^'i-:j^^k ., 


5  -», 
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'!??  Belgium  has,  in  the  mean  time,  been  over- run, 
and  Holland  has  been  fubdued,  partly  by  force 
and  partly  by  divifion:  Fpr  France  openly  and 
avowedly  raifed  up  and  fapportedapavty  againd 


l^rflcine,  and  containing  an  ingenious  and  plaufihle  apology 
for  the  Englifh  oppofition,  it  appears  that  he  and  his  friends 
in  Parliament,  who  certainly  have  high  pretenfions  te 
ability  and  information,  are  ftiU  perfiiling  in  this  error  of 
regarding  only  the  declarations  oi  Fiance,  at)d  wiioily  Qver- 
iQoking  her  aQlont.%  1 


./:,;^:,,.,.^.,-. 
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the  government  iathebofomof  the  countr/iAvhich 
was  powerfully  inftrumental  in  promoting  her 
views.  Spaiu  alfo,  too  feeble  and  fpiritlefs  to 
defend  itfclf,  funk  under  the  arms  of  France,  s^nd 
has  been  compelled  to jpin  her  in  the  waf^ 


,  Vrfe' 


h  In  this  fituation,  France  finding  her  fchemes 
oppofed  only  by  the  vaft  maritime  power  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  unbroken  courage  and  coni^ancy  of 
Auftria,  formec^  the  refolution  of  deftroying  the 
commerce  of  England,  thereby  to  cut  off  her  pe* 
cuaiary  refources,  and  fap  the  foundation  of  her 
taval  firength.    This  pUn  rendered  the  corope- 
lation  of  the  United  States  more  important  to  her 
than  ever;  for  (he  conUders  us  as  oneof  England's 
befl  cuflomers,  and  confequently  as  the  nation 
whichcontributcs  mod  to  the  fupportof  her  com- 
merce, her  manufactures,  and  her  wealth.    Our 
iituation  too, in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Well* 
Indies,  our  abundance  of  provifions  and  of  war- 
like and  naval  ftores^   and  the  great  number  of 
our  fhips  and  feamen,  would  enable  us  to  be 
very  hurtful  to  England  in  war,  as  well  as  very 
nfeful  in  peace.     £y  fuch  a  war,  indeed,   we 
fiiould  fuffer  greatly ;  but  that  it  no  part  of  the 
care  of  France.        . .        -  .., ,. 
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Accordingly  Ihe  has  unceafingly  renewedand" 
preffed  with  greater  and  greater  eagernefs,  her 
indired  attempts  t^  bring  us  into  the  war.  Fore- 
feeing  that  her  hopes  of  Cucccfs  would  be  greatly 
leifened,  if  not  wholly  deftroyed  by  the  treaty. 
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ilie  oppofed  it  with  all  her  might,  and  in  all  its 
ftages.  Even  ihe  uncoD(\itutional  oppolition  to 
It  in  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentativcs,  (he  aided  by 
every  mean  in  her  power.  Finding  all  her  at- 
tempts finally  fruilrated,  her  vexation  and  ill 
humour  no  longer  knew  any  bounds,  and  (he  re- 
folved  to  try  different  means  for  effcfting  what 
(he  had  in  vain  efTayedto  bring  aboiit  by  intrigue. 

That  this  is  the  true  fprin^  of  her  condtj£>, 
that  her  anger  at  the  Britifh  treaty  does  not  arifc 
from  any  of  its  particular  provifions,  but  fromiis 
general  tendency  to  preferve  peace  between  this 
country  and  Great  Britain,  is  proved  in  the  moll 
manifeft  manner  by  the  condu^  (he  purfucs  at 
this  moment  towards  other  neutral  nations  who 
have  made  no  treaties  with  England.  She  has 
long  threatened  Portugal  with  invafion  by  the 
Spaniards,  unlefs  (he  would  (hut  her  ports  againft 
the  Englifh.  She  has  lately  required  Hamburg 
and  Bremen  to  break  off  all  commerce  with  £ng« 
land,  and  on  their  refufal  has  recalled  her  miai^- 
fler  from  Hamburg.  She  has  made  the  fiiine 
demand  on  Denmark ;  and  even  required  the 
Danes  to  block  up  the  mouth  of  the  £lbe>  a  river 
not  in  their  territories,  againft  the  Engli(h.  We 
have  not  heard  the  pretext  for  thefe  demands, 
which  Denmark  has  pointedly  refufed  ;  bat  no 
doubt  they  were  founded  onthcFrenchconOFuc- 
tion  o{ tke/awsofneutra^itvi  the  fame  laws  where- 
by,  according  to  Friace,  the  Swifswcre  bound  to 
drive  the  emigrants  from  their  teritories,  a.nd  we 
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to  pei^mit  her  to  raifc  armies,  equip  (hips  of  war, 
and  fell  prizes  in  ours. 
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That  fuch  is  the  real  projedl  of  France  and 
the  trae  fource  of  her  anger  at  the  Britifh  treaty, 
is  further  proved  by  the  teftimony  of  General 
Pinckncy,  who  having  travelled  through  a  great 
partof  Fiance,  and  continued  near  two  months 
in  Paris,  had  the  beft  means  of  penetrating  their 
•views.  In  his  letter  from  Paris  of  Feb.  ift,  1797, 
he  fays,  "  I  moft  ardently  wiQi  that  we  wouldj 
"  banilh  all  party  diftind^ions  and  foreign  influ-|, 
**ence;  and  think  and  a6l  only  as  Americans-^./ 
**  for  all  parties  in  this  country  (France)  unite  ia 
•*  thinking  that  we  ought  to  ad  as  if  we  were 
**  altogether  their  dependc^tSy  and   indebted  to 
"  them  folely,  and  not  to  our  exertions,  for  out; 
"  libcriy  and  independence.     Hence,  our  treatyf^ 
"  with  Great  Britain  is  heregenerally  execrated; 
"  and  our  having  any  kind  of  commercial  con»* 
<*^  nexion  with  that  country,  even  if  the  treaty  had 
*^  not  been  made,  would,  I  believe,  have  been  dif-' 
"  liked.      They  wifh  to  deftroy  the  trade  of 
"  England,  f  nd  they  look  upon  us  as  one  of  her 
"  beft  cuftomers ;  and  to  obtain  their  objeS  they 
"  care  not  what  wefujfer.^' .  j-rt^  ':^-i  ^Js-iii . 


Ai*    . 


■  €)  Thisis  theteftimony  of  a  man  remarkable  for 
the  warmth  of  his  good  wifhes  towards  France, 
and  who,  if  he  did  not  didike  the  BritiQi  treaty, 
certainly  never  faid  a  word  in  its  favour.  Frona 
his  teAimony,  as  well  as  the  evidence  of  theic^ 
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own  conduct,  it  manifeftly  appears,  that  their  dif^ 
like  to  the  treaty  does  uot  proceed,  as  they  pre-"    l 
tend,    from  any  ftipulations  in  it  injurious  to 
them,  but  from  its  tendency  to  prefcrve  an  ami- 
cable intercourfc  between  us  and  England. 

*  * 

The  united  force  of  all  thefe  confidcrations, 
drawn  from  the  inftrudtions  to  the  miniflers  of 
France  in  this  country,  andthei  rcondudl  here, 
from  the  plain  and  diredl  tendency  of  the  mea-  , 
fures  which  (h(i  wifhed  us  to  adopt,  from  the 
nature  of  her  plans  in  Europe,  and  from  her  re- 
cent condudl  towards  the  neighbouring  powers, 
eftablifh  in  the  tnoft  incontrovertible  manner  the 
opinion,  that  her  objed  always  has  been  to  draw 
us  into  the  war.  This  point  is  ftill  further  con- 
firmed by  another  event.  It  has  been  propofed 
through  the  Dutch,  to  our  minifter  at  Holland, 
as  appears  by  his  letter  of  November  4th,  1796, 
that  we  (hould  make  common  caufe  with  France 
and  Holland  againll  England,  in  order  to  com- 
pel her  to  relinquifh  the  right  of  taking  her  ene- 
mies' goods  on  board  of  neutral  (hips,  and  **  to 
"  reftore  peace  to  the  two  Hemifpheres." 


This  leads  us  to  enquire  what  arc  the  motives 
of  her  prefent  condud;  and  give  us  alfo  the 
clue  whereby  they  may  be  difcovered.  f^^^%f 
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It  is  impoilible  to  fuppofe  that  the  meafures 
lately  adopted  by  France  can  mean  no  more  than 
retaliation  for  the  injuries  which  (he  pretends  to 


,'M 


hive  received.  Admitting  thofe  injuries  to  have 
taken  place,  and  many  of  them  (he  knows  never 
did  take  pi  ace,  admitting  all  her  pretenHons  to  be 
well  founded,  and  many  of  them  (he  knows  not 
-  to  be  well  founded,  Hill  thofe  iujuries  and  pre- 
tcnfions  could  never  have  authorized  her  pre- 
fcnt  proceedings.  The  detention  of  a  few  priva- 
teers, and  the  reftoration  of  a  few  prizes  by  our 
courts,  even  if  illegal  as  (he  pretends  \  the  pri-* 
vileges  faid  to  be  reded  to  Britain,  even  had  they 
been  ceded ;  the  prohibition  to  arm  veiTelsand 
fell  prizes  in  our  ports,  Had  (he  pofTeiTed  a  right 
to  do  fo  ,*   the  fufiering  a  few  Britilk  (hips  of 
var  to  violate  our  neutrality,  even  had  we  fuf« 
fered  it ;  more  efpecially  conlideriug  that  all 
thefe  pretended  injuries  were  much  more  than 
CK>unUsrbalanced  by  real  ones  from  her ;  could 
never  have  occalioned,  much  lefs  authorized^ 
the  univerfal  capture  and  condemnation  of  our 
property,- the  imprifonment,  and  in  many  cafes 
which  may  occur,  the  death  of  our  citizens,  and 
the  expulfion  from  her  tf  rritory  of  a  miuifter 
fent  to  conciliate.      Some  other  caufe  mud  be 
fought  for  aggrefllons  fuch  as  thefe. 


i 


-»..  liv'VA** 


Still  lefs  can  it  be  believed  that 'mere  anger  and 

vexationatthedifappointment  of  her  views,  could 

have  given  rife 'o  them.    They  may,    and  no 

-  doubt,  have  been  much  aggravated  by  this  cauft, 

>.    but  it  could  not  have  produced  them. 

'^:ii^m^^^  can  it,  in  niy  opinion,  be  iuppoied  t:hat  a 
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defign  to  drive  us  into  a  ferious  quarrel  with  her, 
can  have  given  birth  to  thefe  meafures.  She 
too  well  knows  the  confequences  of  fuch  a  quar* 
rel  to  herfelf,  and  its  neceiTary  efFeA  in  coun* 
tera£ling  her  mod  favorite  fcheme,  to  force  it  upon 
us.  Her  mod  favorite  fcheme  is  to  undermine 
the  naval  power  of  England,  by  deflroying  the 
commerce  whereby  it  is  nouriflied  and  fupported* 
Henee,  her  requifitions  to  Denmark,  and  the  Hanfe 
Towns  ;  hence  the  precipitation  wherewith  (he 
forced  Holland  and  Spain  into  the  war  againft 
England ;  hence  her  threats  io  Portugal }  hence 
the  Violence  wherewith  in  contempt  of  every 
right  and  every  engagement  (he  feized  Leghorn, 
a  neutral  port,  in  which  England  carried  on  an 
extenfive  trade ;  hence  her  opprefllons  at  Genoa  ; 
and  hence  too  her  unwearied  efforts  to  work  up  the 
difcontents  between  us  and  Britain  into  an  open 
rupture.  The  diredt  and  even  the  avowed  ob- 
ject of  all  thefe  meafures  has  been  *  >  fap^the  very 
foundations  of  the  Englifh  power,  by  excluding 
its  commerce  from  every  port.  But  France  well 
knows  that  a  quarrel  between  her  and  this  coun* 
try,  would  of  neceflity  bring  us  nearer  to  Eng- 
land. She  knows  that  having  then  a  common  in- 
terell  with  England  againfl  her,  this  common 
intered  would  beget  an  union  of  means,  and  a 
co-operation  of  meafures.  She  knows  that  our 
commerce,  armed  for  its  own  defence,  would  float 
fafeiy  into  the  ports  of  England,  under  convoy 
of  the  Britifh  Hag.  She  knows  that  Britain 
would  gain  aur  ports  as  (lations  for  her  I'hips,. 
■  K      • 


.s, 


II 


-!«!! 


t    i4<J    j. 

i^6u\6  he  permitted  to  recruit  her  marine  amoA^ 

our  feamen,  and  to  draw  fupplies  of  all  fort't 

from,  bur  country,  while  flie  herfelf  would  be 

excluded  from  all  tbefe  advantages.    She  know^ 

that  as  a  confequence  of  thefe  united  meafures,  her 

colonies,  and  thoTe  of  Spain  and  Holfand,  whicli 

fliejullly  confiders*' as  her  own,  would  be  inffantly 

deprived  of  all  fupplies,  and  muil  fmk  under  thie 

arms  of  the  two  countries.    She  knows  that  the 

American  market,  already  ib  great,  and  idcreaiing 

ivith  a  rapidity  fo  incalculable,  mnd,  in  that  cafe 

be  fecured  almofl  exclufively  to  England,  aiid 

ivhoUy  (hut  to  herfelf  and  her  afibcjates.     She 

knows   that  by  a  war  with  her  we  ihould  b^ 

compelled   to  call  forth  our  refourcei  for  the 

formation  of  a  marine,  which  would^  place  us  ih 

a  fituation  to  be  flill  lefs  in  fear  of  her  power  bit' 

in  need  of  her  aflidance.     She  knows,  in  fine, 

that  a  war  againfl  her,  in  which  we  muil  co-opei- 

rate  with  England,  would  have  a  powerful  tenr- 

dency  to  redore  that  union  of  ihterefls,  of  means, 

and  of  good   will  between   the  two  countries, 

which  for  half  a  century  pad  has  been  the  objed 

of  her  it^aloufy   and  dread,  and,  which  flie  has 

undertaken  two  wars  to  break.     Her  policy,  as 

profound  as  it  is  atrocious,  will  not  be  confined 

to  the  prefent  time  only,  but  looks  forward   to 

the  period,  not  a  remote  one,  when  the  United 

States  muil,    in  the  neceflary  courfe  of  nature, 

.|)ecome  the  moft  numerous,  the  moil:  opulent, 

'and  the  mod  powerful  nation  on  earth. 
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t  ddnnot,  therefore,  be  perfuaded  that  France 
Intends  to  quarrel  ferioufly  with  this  country. 
To  think  fo  I  muft  fuppofe  that  her  counfels  are 
guided  by  pailion  and  not  policy;  of  which  'I 
have  perceived  no  appearance;  I  have  obferved 
much  wickednefs  in  her  pl^nS)  but  no  folly*  I 
have  obferved  a  determination  in  her  to  opprefs 
where  fhe  thought  it  advantageous,  and  to  deceive 
where  (he  could  not  opprefs  ;  to  drive  or  feduce 
^  every  natr    into  her  meafures  in  order  to  cfufli, 

by  their  alii  (lance,  thofe  whofe  power  flie  dreaded, 
and  oh  whofe*  vigilance  (he  could  not  impofe;  m 
fine»  to  facrifice,  without  remorfe,  to  her  ambition, 
all  thofe  whom  fhe  found  weak  enough  to  become 
V  her  inftruments  under  the  name  of  allies ;  but  I 
have  not  obPsrved  a  neglect  of  the  means  whereby . 
^        herefchemes  were  to  be  promoted,  much  lefs  a  fyf« 
tern  of  meafures  caicylated  to  defeat  them  :  And, 
I  firmly^  believe,,  that  nothing  could  fo  obvioufiy 
and  (Irongly  tend  to  defeat  her  fchemes  againil: 
.^England  as  that  clofe  union  of  meafures  and  inter- 
etls  between  the  two  countries,,  which  a  quarrel 
^       between  us  and  herfelf  mud  produce. 

The  very  anxiety  which  (he  has  difcovered  to 
place  the  vad  weight  of  this,  country  in  her  own 
fcale,  is  a  fecurity  that  (he  does  not  intend  to 
throw  it  into  the  fcale  of  her  adverfary. 

Her  meafures,  therefore,  I  believe,  have  a  dif- 
ferent and  indeed    an  oppofite  obje£t.     Having  , 
failed  to  feduce,  (he  is  now  attempting  to  drive 
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Qi  into  fier  fdiemea.  The  means  which  (he  em- 
ploys for  eiffedidg.  this  pHrpofe,  though  moft  iiU|* 
}«ft  and  attrocioM,  ore  wife  according  to  the  in- 
formation OB  which  (he  a£U.  By  this  information 
ihe  has  been  wholly  deceived ;  We  know  that  ike 
has  been  deceiyed,  in  what  manner  and  to  what 
extent  ^  and  this  knowledge  gives  us  the  trua  key  to 
Ikr  prefent  Gondttd!i 

hk  the  firft  place,  ihe  has  been  deceived  by  the 
mfeafures  of  our  government.  She  has  feen  in 
thefn  a  moderation  and  forbearance,  a  defire  of 
peace,  and  a  patience  under  her  numberlefs  a£ts  of 
infult  and  injury,  which  (he  has  conftrued  into  a 
mean,  ^iritlefs,  and  fubmiffive  difpo(ition; 
Having  no  idea  herfelf  of  juftice,  good  faith, 
or  moderation,  (he  cannot  conceive  of  them  in 
others  $  and  the  afbs  which  they  produce,  file 
attributes  to  avarice,  weaknefs,  of  fear. 
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•  t   To  the  fame  motives  has  (he  imputed  the  fpirie 
'%f  peace  and  conciliation  which  our  government 
has  diijpiayed  towards  England;  ^4 

She  has  been  deceived  by  the  condufl:  of  that 
^|»&rty  in  our  government,  whereby  the  meafures 
of  which  (he  complains  have  been  oppofed. 
Obfervtng  that  this  party  had  always  exprefl*ed 
very  warm  good  will  to  her,  and  a  ilrong  attach- 
ment to  her  caufe,  and  had  advocated  a  fyftem  of 
meafures  much  more  conformable  to  her  views, 
than  that  which  was  finally  adopted,  (he  took  up 
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f&iijxyQiii  tbat  *hey  wiere  a&aated,  not  by  a  de« 
fire  to  promote  wliat  they  believed  to  be  the  good ' 
of  their  own  country^  but  by  a  blind  devotion  to' 
her  interefts.  She  believed,  and  ftiU  does  believe*^ 
this  to  be  a  French  party,  ready  to  go  all  length*' 
in  affiiling  her  projects,  and  fufijciently  powers 
foli  if  not  to  direct  the  government  according  tol 
her  will,  at  leaft  to  prevent  it  from  taking  effed:ive. 
meafures  againft  her.  It  mqil  be  confefled,  and 
a  painful  confeffion  it  is,  that  there  are  fome  in* 
dividuals  whofe  conduA  has  given  too  much 
ifeafon  for  this  opinion ;  but  it  is  alfo  moft  certain,* 
that  France  has  fallei!  r  ;  an  ntter  mifta&e  about 
the  views  and  princip'  i  this  defcription  of  out 
fellow  citizens  in  general*  lliey,  like  the  reft, 
;ldvocated  certain  meafures,  not  foecaufe  they  wer^ 
fought  defirablf;  to  any  foreign  power,  but  front 
a  belief  that  they  were  calculated  to  promote  th^ 
good  of  this  country:  And  France,  ihonld  (hi  pufll 
her  expisrinient,  will  find  that  however  tfaeAmcri* 
cans  may  di^er  in  opinion  about  thef  beft  meijiod 
of  condu^ingtheir own  afairs,  there  will  he  bni 
pneinind  and  one  fpirit  among  them  on  the  que(# 
tion  of  repelling  foreign  aggreifion  and  foreign 
interference  •      t  j^ 
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France  has  alfo  been  deceived  by  the  condudk 
of  the  people  in  this  country.  At  the  commence* 
inent  of  l^er  revolution  (he  faw  them  every  where 
di^lay  the  ftronged  proofs  of  attachment  to  her 
^ufe,  and  good  wiflies  for  her  fuccefs;  She  faw 
her  mlnifter,  on  his  arrival  in  the  counti^yi  r^^ 
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ceivj^'%ith  the  \parmeft  cordiality.  She  hear^ 
tlle„.whole  American  people  exultingly  hail  the 
birth  of  a  new  republic,  in  a  nation  which  they 
fondly  called  their  ally  nd  friend  ;  and  to  which 
they  were  proud  |o  acknowledge  their  obUgationf 
aqd  their  j^ratitude.  Far.  from  afcribing  thefe 
generous  effufions  to  their  true  fource,  (he  re- 
gardedthemasproofsofa  blind  and  flaviih  attach- 
ment to  her  interells  *,  and  when  (he  (aw  the  go* 
yernment  repel  her  attempts,  and  (teadily  refufe 
to  come  into  her  meafures,  (he  fqppofe^  that  it 
9£i:ed  in  oppofition  to  the  wifhes  of  the  people,  by 
whom,  in  caiTe  of  a  ftruggle,  it  would  not  be  fup- 
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She  had  observed,  alfo,  a  (^rong  and  univerfal 
refentment,  excited  throug|)o^t  this  cpunirY,  by 
the  aggreifion^  of  England  ;  and  this  ilie  con* 
ftrued  into  a  deadly  and  lafting  hatred  to  the 
Briti(h  nation,  which  would  at  all  times  incline  the 
people  to  war  with  it,  and  render  any  co-operation 
or  union  of  meafures  between  the  two  countries, 
difficult,  if  not  impoiTible- 
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In  thefe  two  points,  fhe  midakes  as  widely  zi 
in  the  former.  We  were  delighted  with  the  French 
devolution,  becaiife  we  thought  that  it  would  be- 
ftow  liberty  and  happinefs  on  a  great  people. 
We  felt  affection  to  France,  becaufe  we  confidere4 
her  as  our  ally  and  our  friend.  We  felt  grateful 
fox  her  aififlance,   becaufe  it  had  been  highly 
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^fifeful  to  us*  But  when  thefe  fervices  ar^  n^tda 
the.  pretence  for  the  rnoft  inadmiiTible  demands; 
when,  initead  of  an  ally  and  a  friend,  We  find  her 
^  proud  and  unjuft  aflailant,  yre  feel  ^  refentmeht 
proportioned  to  the  injury,  and  ftrengthened  by 
.jthe  reflexion,  that  this  injgry  comes  from  a  quarter^ 
nvhere  we  h^d  givep  frjendfliip  ^nd  expeded  tp 
receive  it. 


> 
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So,  Vi^irh  refped  to  England,  when  her  injure^ 
jceafed,  and  an  honorable  reparation  was;  agreeu  tq, 
yte  tffbught  our  refentmeht  ought  alfo  to  ceafe/    / 

III  thefe  miftakes  there  c^n  be  no  doubt  th^t 
France  has  been  greatly  fortified  by  her  emiflfaries 
in  this  country,  and  by  fome  of  our  citizens  both 
)iere  and  in  Europe.  They  have  confirmed  h^r  in 
the  idea,  to  adopt  the  expr^flion  of  General 
Pinckncy,  in  his  letter  of  December  20th,  1796, 
that  our  government'  acts  upon  principles  op- 
pofed.tp  t}ie  fentim^nts  of  a  large  majority  of 
our  people ;  that  we  are  a  people  divided  by 
party,  the  mere  creatures  of  foreign  influences 
and  regardlefs  of  our  national  chara^er,  honor 
and  interef^.** 
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Believing,  therefore,  that  the  government,  torn' 
by  party,  is  too  feeble  to  refifl  lier  ;  that  thwarted 
in  its  operations  by  the  affedions,  the  fentiments, 
^nd  the  wifhes  of  the  people,  it  will  be  unable  tq 
9ppofe  any  effectual  exertions  againft  her  attacks  | 
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|>6weirfu1  party  in  the  governmeiit,  and  « 
great  majority  of  the  people,  will  take  part. v^ith 
.her  agaihli  (he  gpterniheht  itfelf,  or  at  1^  will 
withhold  from  it  alt  efib£taal  fupport )  that  the 
people,  wholly  iminetfed  in  the  purfuits  of  gain,  ^ 
have  loft  that  martial  fpirit  whereby  they  Were 
diiiinguii^ed  in  the  late  war,  and  will  fubmit  to 
any  indignities  or  injuries,  rather  than  rifle  theh* 
perlbns  and  wealth  in  a  conteft ;  (he  has  come  to^ 
a  refolutiOn  to  attack  and  pillage  us,  to  mal-tl-eat 
1)8  in  every  manner,  and  to  refufeall  intercourfe 
wiib  us,  in  the  firm  perfuafion  that  the  govern- 
ment^ however  unwillingly,  will  be  obliged  to 
yield ;  and  tha^  we  ifhall  fubmit  to  her  termi,  as 
the  nrice  of  her  forbearance. 

Thefe  terms,  in  fubftance  and  necefifary  eflPed, 
area  rupture  with  Britain,  and  the  exclufion  of 
her  commerce  from  our  ports  ;  and  fudi  a  con* 
.[ftrudion  of  the  trieaty  with  France  as  ihall  per* 
mit  her  to  arm  vefTels,  inlift  crews,  and  fell  pri:;es 
in  our  country,  free  from  the  intel'ference  of  our 
courts  of  juftice. 

Should  fhe  even  fail  in  this,  (llll  flie  has  no 
doubt  that  we,  from  our  defire  of  peace,  will 
always  be  ready  to  make  an  accommodation,  and 
to  relinquifli  our  claim  to  indemnity  as  the  price 
of  deliverance  from  further  aggreflion.  In  the 
mean  time  (he  will  accomplifh,  fhe  thinks,  two 
very  important  objedls  j  (he  will  wound  the  com- 
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flietee  6f  EngUnd  through  our  fid^ ;  and,  bf 
^loDderihg  ut,  flie  will  not  only  acquire  iibmie  aid 
to  let  treafury,  but  alfo  give  employment  and 
iupport  to  great  numbers  of  her  peo^jle.  A  tli(ird 
dbjed,  and  of  no  fmall  importance,  will  be  the 
deffira£H(xri,;  im  [part,  of  our  refources  j  whereby 
ve  fliould  be  rendered  more  dependant  on  her  af 
alKet*  and  ieff  formidable  as  enemies. 

^  $ttch,  is  my  opi^iioUy  my  fellow  citizens,  arf 
the  objfftt  of  ?france  in  her  prefent  meafures  to* 
Iral'di  this  country ;  and  I  am  firmly  perfuaded^ 
that  the  only  method  of  inducing  her  to  abandon 
thofe  n9eafures,  is  to  convince  her  by  our  condud^ 
that  th^y  will  nqt  be  effectual ;  To  convince  hdr  by 
Srm,  united,  and  vigorous  meafures,  that  her 
bpinio^ls,  refpediug  us,  are  erroneous ;  and,  that 
Ve  ate  determined,  at  all  hazards,  and  uiider  any 
poffible  facrifice,  to  maintain  our  rights,  repdl 
unjuft  attacks,  and  feek  reparation  for  injuries 
lyantoniy  committed  :  that  we  are  not  a  feeble» 
pufillanimous,  or  divided  people,  oppofed  to  our 
own  government,  and  ready  to  acquiefce  in,  or 
aid  the  interference  of  foreigners  in  our  afikirs^ 
We  ought  to  fliew  them,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
D?hile  we  are  refolved  to  repel  injury,  we  are  wil« 
ling  to  make  every  reafonable  advance  towards  s^ 
juft  accommodation:  That  while  we  prepare, 
firmly  and  vigoroufly  for  war,  we  iare  ddifbus 
t>f  cultivating  peace,  as  long  as  any  hope  of  pre- 
iervtng  it  remains :  That  although  we  mean  to 
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!7pp(B»l.£irmIy  to  the  fword,  if  driven  to  that  txt 
tren^ity,  wc  ihaU  make  t)ie  appeal  with  reludtanc^ 
and  regret* 

..  Thii'  it  the  iydem  recommended  by  the  Prefix 
dent,  in  his  fpeech  to  both  Houies,  at  the  openr 
in^  of  Congrefs.  He  declares  bis  refolutioo  tp 
make  another  attempt  to  negotiate,  and  reconif 
mends  that  this  attempt  (hould  be  fortified  and 
Seconded  by  ferioiis  preparations  at  hqme.  This 
will  give  weight  to  our  complaints  ;  and,  (hould 
redrefs  be  r^fufed,  will  place  us  ii^  a  fitMation  to 
meet  the  unfavorable  event  with  energy  and  fuc 
ficb.  I  perfectly  concur  in  thef^  fentiments,.  and 
ihaU  give  my  voice;  for  fupporting  them  in  th^ 
Houfe  in  |hp  mod  efficacious  manner.  The  ful> 
jed  if  now  under  difcufiion,  and  I  have  reafon  to 
believe,  that  the  fydem  recommended  by  the  Pre? 
Client  will  be  afjoptpd.  ,     . 

This  fyftem  is  exa^ly.  conformable  to  that 
which  was  formerl/  adopted  refpeding  Britain^ 
When  Britain,  after  repeated  remonflrances  oi^ 
qur  part,  continued  her  depre;d<^tion$  on  our  com? 
merce,  thoiig'b  in  fo  ^oing  (he  broke  no  treaty, 
though  file  did  not  recall  her  minidenor  drive  away 
ours,  we  refnlved  to  prepare  for  refiflance,  but 
in  the  meantime  to  make  another  attempt  by  nego,« 
tiaticn  ;  and>  %rtunately,  the  attempt  was  fuccefT- 
iuK  Tri^cxr  ve  up  hfr  meafures,  and  agreed  tp 
make  reu        •>*    ^-  ihe  paft.    Should  France  bj^ 
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indaced  to  ar^  in  the  fame  ipanner,  we  fliaU-Dace 
more  have  the  fatiftfa<^tion  pf  feeing  our  rightt. vin- 
dicated Sy  that  union  of  moderation  and  firmnelt 
vrhicb  has  heretofore  redounfled  fo  much  to  the 
honor  and  advantage  of  our  country.  Should  Hie 
refufe,  and  war  prove  neceffary,  the  recolle^ion 
that  we  have  done  all  in  our  power  to  avoid  it, 
will  enable  us  to  fuppon  the  ftryggle  with  unaai* 
mity  and  fortitude. 

Should  the  fyllem  recommended  by  the  Frefi# 
dent  be  adopted,  it  is  impoflible  to  forefee  what 
particular  meafures  of  preparation  will  be  pre- 
ferred. As  to  the  peribn  to  be  fent  to  France, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  will  be  General 
Pinckney.  The  firmnefs^  good  fenfe,  and  mo- 
deration which  he  difplayed  while  in  Paris,  refled 
honor  on  himfelf  and  the  country,  and  have  re- 
ceived univerfal  approbation  here.  It  is  agreed 
by  all  parties,  that  bur  honor  and  int^refts  can  be 

no  where  fa^er  than  in  his  hands. 

1.  ■         ■■  '    ■  .      ■'  '  ■  '  -.      ■ 

Such  J  my  fellow  citizens,  is  the  fyflem  of 
ineafur^s  towards  France,  which,  in  my  opinion, 
ought  to  be  adopted.  I  am  perfuaded,  that  they 
intend  ijot  to  make  Wtiv  upon  us,  but  to  fcourge 
and  frighten  us  into  fLhrhlmon :  and,  that  the 
only  polfible  method  of  making  them  defift  from 
the  attempt,  .is  to  convince  them,  not  merely  by 
declarations,  but  by  effedtual  preparations  for  war, 
that  we  are  not  frightened,  and  will  not  fubmit  to 
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h€  kooffHtd,  Whea  they  imderftaiid  this,  I  am 
luriy  ^perAiaded  that  they  will  abindoa  theit  pro* 
j«Q.  OvrlUgptiiit^,  I  beliete,  willbe  fitc* 
defsftti ;  t>ut  the  ibtmdatioqs  of  ita  fuccefi  in\>(t  b» 
Iftid  in  the  HoQfe  of  ReprefentatiVes  ;  and  thofe 
foundation*  muft  be  vigorous  and  effedaal  ptt" 
paratioBi  for  war.  We  muft  confider  oorfelyet 
at  la  the  prcfence  of  »  bully,  who  can  be  prevented 
from  ftriking  us  in  no  mannei'  bot  by  (bowing 
him  tha(  Wf  i^re  i^ble  and  refolved  to  return  the 
Wow.^  ■■''''  ."" 


Shpuld  I,  however,  miftake  in  all  this,  dill  the 
fame  fyftem  will  be  Hght.    Should  the  views  of 

Frani^e  be  different  from  what  I  have  fuppofed  % 

'*  Ibould  the  plan  of  French  aggrandisement,"  tQ 

borrow  the  wprds  of  an  eloquent  fpeaker  in  the 

Houfe  pf  reprefentatives,  <*  require  Ainerica  to  be 

*^  flriven  into  the  war,  war  we  iball^iaye,  in  fpite 

V  ofailourpeaceablseadeavoursteavert  it;  and, 

^  in  that  cafe,,  the  fooner  we  fet  about  ferioiia 

**  preparation},  the  better  we  (hall  be  able  torepe^ 

•*  and  retort  the  attack.'^ 
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Thus,  in  dther  cafe,  our  ^ourie  muft  be  the 
fame*  Whether  France  intends  to  make  war 
upon  us,  to  bully  us,  or,  under  pretence  of**  juft 
*'  difipleafure,"  to  continue  her  depredations  on 
us  for  the  purpofe  of  injuring  England,  as  long  as 
^e  will  fubmit  to  them,  ft  il  our  wifdom  lies  |i| 
ipeedy  and  eftedual  preparation.  .;;v 
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dhottlc!  «ny  aik»  What  tte  the  &ctificet  we  muft 
incur  by  t  wir»  idd  what  are  omt  meaas  of  be- 
coming fotmidable  to  France?  I^W(Miid  anlwer 
tbat»  aito  (acrifieci,  the  gt^ft  Wcafi  make  ia 
that  of  oor  rights  and  indepmence  \  that  waa  |a 
an  evil  always  to  be  avoided^  ^ut  mfinitely  left 
thatnational  degradation,  and  fobmiifion  to  the 
vill  of  a  foreign  power  \  that  etery  poffibk  loft 
of  property  and;  lives  may  be  repaired  by  time  and 
induftty*  if  wepreferveour  honor  and  our  govern- 
raenr }  but  that  thefe,  once  loft,  can  never  he 
reftored ;  in  fine,  that  a  nation  which  weighs  ita 
purfe  agatnft  its  rights,  never  fails  in  the  end  to 
lofe  both  one  and  the  other* 

To  ihew  that  we  fubmit  to  injuries,  for  fear  of 
lofs,  amounts. to  bribing  foreign  nations  with  onr 
own  money  to  infult  aud  attack  us.         .7 

r  would  anfwer  that  we  magnanimoufly  refolved 
to  refift  the  power  of  Britain  more  than  twenty 
years  ago,  when  our  refources  were  infinitely  left 
than  at  prefent,  and  our  fituation  for  employing 
them  far  more  difadvantageous ;  and  that  this  refo- 
lution  created  the  means  of  refiftance.  I  would 
anfwer  that,  we  pojOfefs  a  population  probably  little 
ihott  of  f^x  millions  \  a  country  abounding  with 
every  thing  neceffary  for  the  fubfiftence  and  arm- 
ing of  troops ;  more  Ihips  and  failors  than  any 
nation  on  earth  except  England  ;  an  extenfive  re- 
?enue|  not  felt  by  ;he  people,  and  capable  of  very 
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greae  increale, withoot  opprefiion  (  an  union  amon^ 
oiitfi|hroi»  cemented  by  habit,  inucual^  interefl,  and 
tfiedio^;  a  martial  fpirit  and  enterprize,  which  fo 
glorioully  difplayed  itfelf  in  the  war  for  ourinde* 
poadcnc^;  sxperiedtoed  officertformed  in  that  war, 
and  ftiU  ready  to  bleed  for  their  country }  a  wife 
goveramempoifedffig  our  confidence,  and  capable 
ofiimituig  and  directing  our  exertions!  in  a  word, 
tfaat?fteady  perfevering  courage,  that  lofty  uncon- 
querable fpirit  of  independence,  wherdn  the  ttue 
Arengthr  of  nations  confifls,  mbfe  than  in  popuku* 
tton,  in  wealth,  in  fleets,  in  armies^  or  in  generals; 
and  -which,  wherever  it  exifls,  finds  all  other 
means  or  makes  them* 

I  woold  anfwer  that,  we  dill  poffefs  Washing- 
ton, the  Hero  and  Patriot,  who  conducted  us 
with  fo  much  glory  through  our  former  ftruggle, 
and  whofe  martial  figure,  which  age  has  rendered, 
more  venerable,  without  impairing  its  ilrength, 
would  again  be  feen  at  the  head  of  our  armies. 
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I  would  anfwerthat,  with  not  half  our  numbers, 
few  of  our  other  advantages,  and  in  a  fituation  far 
more  contiguous  and  more  expofed,  the  Swifs  have 
U«^  courageoufly  and  fuccefsfully  maintained  their 
rights,  and  preferved  their  tranquility,  by  thofe 
meafures  which  we  now  recommend,  by  proving 
to  all  parties,  that  though  defirous  of  peace  they 
were  prepared  for  war ;  were  prepared  to  place 
their  houfes,  their  families,  and  the  bones  of  their 
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^theri,  iinder  the  proteai>o  of  tbdl  {4M^^  ^■ 
to  (lake  the  lad  drop  of  their  blood  on  the  fiMitft^ 
of  the  itmtefti  -  t    :  a»  #i^. 

I  would anfwer  that,if  drfveamto  titar  wei^gi^ 
1>uy  at  a  ptice,  cheap  to  ourfclvoi^  the  fnll^^fSip^ 
ratbfl  of  the  Britifh  navy;  that  our  noi^Kst 
meKhaot  flupi  can  fpeedily  be  convvited  iMH 
ihips  of  war ;  that,  by  withholding  fuppliet  Ata 
France  and  her  alliea  in  -the  Weft  Indies  we  can 
mod  effeflually  aid  the  operations  of  her  enemies  f 
that  Britain,  being  thus  enabled  to  call  home  a  , 
great  part  of  her  prefent  force  in  the  Weft  Indte^ 
will  encreafe  ftill  more  her  internal  fafety,  and  die 
fuperiority  of  her  navy  in  Europe ;  and,  that  New 
Orleans  and  the  Floridas  muft  ifall  into  our  hanA» 
whereby  we  (hall  fecure  the  navigation  of  the 
Miffiflipi,  free  ourfelves  from  a  troublefojne 
neighbour,  and  obtain  complete  controul  over  the 
Southern  Indians. 
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I  would  anfwer,  in  fine,  in  the  words  of  a  cele- 
brated writer, "  that  where  courage  is  not  wanting* 
*'  all  other  means  will  be  found  or  created." 

» 

I  might  conclude  this  long  addrefs,  my  fellow 
citizens,  by  an  exhortation  to  fummon  up  your 
fortitude,  and  prepare  bravely  to  meet  the  attacks 
which  may  be  made  on  our  country.  The  fubjed 
fupplies  ample  materials  for  an  appeal  to  all  the 
Jeelings  which  diftinguifh  the  Patriot  And   the 
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